Actions  focus 
on  women 


with  AIDS/HIV 


With  a  major  demonstration  and  a  lawsuit , 
activists  demand  changes  in  the  CDC's  narrow 
definitions  of  AIDS ,  HIV  and  related  illnesses 


By  Chris  Nealon 

WASHINGTON  —  Political  forces 
converged  here  around  the  issue  of  women 
with  HIV  and  AIDS  this  week,  culminating 
with  a  major  demonstration  outside  the 
offices  of  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  (HHS)  Oct.  2. 

The  action,  organized  by  ACT  UP/D.C., 
was  timed  to  coincide  with  a  class-action 
lawsuit  recently  filed  against  HHS  Secretary 
Louis  W.  Sullivan.  The  suit  charges  that  the 
Social  Security  Administration  (SSA),  a 
branch  of  HHS,  is  insensitive  to  the  particular 
manifestations  of  HIV  and  AIDS  in  women, 


children,  drug  users  and  poor  people. 

The  plaintiffs  in  the  suit  further  allege  that 
they  have  been  denied  SSA  benefits  because 
the  organization  relies  too  heavily  on  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC)’s 
definition  of  AIDS  —  a  definition  based 
primarily  on  the  study  of  gay  white  men, 
which  emphasizes  the  presence  of  such 
symptoms  as  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia  (PCP)  and  Kaposi’s  sarcoma 
(KS). 

The  demonstration  attracted  about  200 
activists,  who  demanded  that  SSA  alter  its 
criteria  to  accommodate  the  changing 
understanding  of  HIV  and  AIDS.  In 
particular,  they  demanded  presumptive 
(immediate)  benefits  for  those  who  are 
unable  to  work  and  can  provide  proof  of  their 


HIV-positive  status.  The  reason  for  the 
demand,  protesters  said,  is  that  many  people 
have  HIV/or  AIDS-related  symptoms  that 
doctors  don’t  recognize  as  such.  Research 
has  shown  that  women,  for  instance,  may 
suffer  from  chronic  and  disabling 
gynecological  disorders  as  a  result  of  HTV  or 
AIDS  but  such  disorders  are  not  included  in 
the  CDC  account  of  AIDS/HIV  symptoms. 

The  demonstration  was  preceded  by  a 
public  action  on  Oct.  1  in  which  independent 
activists  unfurled  a  banner  in  Washington’s 
Metro  Center,  the  hub  of  the  city’s  mass 
transit  system.  The  banner  read,  “Louis 
Sullivan,  HHS  Secretary:  Your  AIDS 
Disability  Benefits  Stink,”  and  was 
accompanied  by  a  powerful,  offensive  smell, 
presumably  made  by  a  stink-bomb.  An 
anonymous  activist  who  contacted  ACT  UP 
said  that  the  action  was  conducted  in  support 
of  ACT  UP’s  demand  for  policy  changes  at 
SSA. 

“The  demand  is  one  that  SSA  could  move 
on  right  now,”  said  Linda  Meredith,  a 
member  of  ACT  UP/D.C.  Meredith  told 
GCN  that  SSA  currently  operates  with  a  $60 
billion  surplus,  money  she  said  could  easily 
be  diverted  to  assist  those  with  newly 
recognized  symptoms.  She  added  that  she 
thought  such  assistance  would  be  particularly 
appropriate  because  SSA  “has  traditionally 
been  about  excluding  people  from  benefits.” 

Although  Meredith  said  she  was  somewhat 
“disappointed”  with  the  turnout  at  the 
demonstration,  she  also  said  she  thought  it 
had  been  a  success,  particularly  since  the 
action  had  been  planned  with  only  six  weeks’ 
-j-  advance  notice,  a  short  lead  time  for  a  major 
ft  demonstration. 

2  Meredith  added  that  another,  unexpected 
Jo  benefit  of  having  the  demonstration  was  that 
*  ’it  allowed  HIV-positve  women  to  meet  each 
other,  and  to  speak  out  in  public  about  their 
struggles  with  the  medical  system.  In  one 
instance,  said  Meredith,  a  group  of  four  HIV- 
positive  women  who  “had  never  met  another 
woman  with  HIV  before  coming  on  this  trip” 
spent  the  whole  night  before  the 
demonstration  together  in  a  hotel  room, 
talking  about  their  experiences. 

Robin  Haueter,  another  ACT  UP  member, 
told  GCN  that  many  HIV-positive  women  at 
the  demonstration  spoke  to  the  crowd  about 
the  difficulties  they  had  encountered  in  trying 
to  get  SSA  aid.  Haueter  said  speakers 
pointed  out  that  normal  bureaucratic 
procedures  are  too  slow  for  those  suffering 
from  non-CDC-defined  HIV/AIDS 
symptoms,  since  they  may  not  get  properly 
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Three  defendants  plead 
guilty  in  'conspiracy'  case 

Saying  that  the  government  has  not  given  proper  treatment  to  a 
fellow  political  prisoner  with  cancer,  the  women  enter  their 
pleas  in  an  attempt  to  save  his  life 


By  Susie  Day 

WASHINGTON — Three  women  —  two 
of  them  lesbians  —  pleaded  guilty  Sept.  7  to 
taking  part  in  a  conspiracy  that  carried  out  a 
series  of  eight  protest  bombings,  including 
the  1983  bombing  of  the  Capitol  building, 
following  the  U.S.  invasion  of  Grenada. 
Separated  from  courtroom  spectators  by  a 
bullet-proof  Plexiglas  wall,  Marilyn  Buck 
and  lesbians  Linda  Evans  and  Laura 
Whitehom  stood  individually  before  U.S. 
District  Judge  Harold  Greene,  and  declared 
that  they  were  “guilty  of  participating  in  a 
conspiracy  ...  to  resist  and  protest  the  unjust 
practices  of  the  United  States.”  About  100 
supporters  stood  and  cheered  for  the  women 
as  court  was  dismissed. 

In  return  for  these  pleas,  government 
prosecutors  agreed  to  drop  charges  against 
Susan  Rosenburg  and  Tim  Blunk,  who  are 
each  already  serving  58  years  for  weapons 
possession,  and  Alan  Berkman,  serving  12 
years  on  similar  charges.  Berkman,  now  in 
the  locked  ward  at  the  D.C.,  General 
Hospital,  is  undergoing  chemotherapy  for  a 
recurrence  of  Hodgkin’s  disease.  Because  of 
this  plea  bargain,  he  is  immediately  eligible 
for  parole,  although  his  ultimate  release 
remains  uncertain. 

“We  began  negotiations  with  the 
government  in  order  to  prevent  them  from 
killing  Alan,”  defendants  said  in  a  written 
statement.  Defense  attorneys  explain  that  the 
government  has  been  reluctant  to  diagnose 
and  treat  Berkman’s  cancer.  The  cancer 
recurred  last  May,  two  years  after  the  six 
defendants  were  brought  to  the  Washington, 
D.C.  Detention  Facility  and  charged  with  the 
bombings.  The  resulting  “Resistance 
Conspiracy”  case  has  attracted  international 
attention  from  thousands  of  activists,  largely 
in  lesbian  and  gay  communities. 

Charged  with  conspiring  to  “influence, 
change  and  protest  policies  and  practices  of 
the  U.S.  government  ...  through  violent  and 
illegal  means,”  Evans,  Whitehom,  and  Buck 


originally  faced  45  years  in  prison,  even 
though  Evans  and  Buck  were  already  serving 
respective  sentences  of  35  and  70  years  on 
previous  charges.  Whitehom,  in  prison  since 
1985  and  currently  unsentenced,  has  been 
held  without  bail  longer  than  any  federal 
prisoner  in  U.S.  history. 

Government  forensic  experts  admit  they 
have  no  evidence  that  any  ot  the  defendants 
actually  planted  the  bombs,  which  were 
detonated  between  1983  and  1985  at  a 
number  of  government  installations.  In 
addition  to  the  incident  at  the  Capitol, 
bombings  occurred  at  such  sites  as  the 
National  War  College  at  Fort  McNair  and  the 
Washington  Navy  Yard  Officers’  Club  (in 
protest  against  U.S.  military  intervention  in 
Central  America  and  the  Caribbean);  the 
South  African  Consulate  in  New  York  City 
(in  protest  against  U.S.  complicity  with 
South  Africa’s  apartheid  regime);  and  the 
New  York  Patrolmen’s  Benevolent 
Association  (in  protest  against  random  police 
killings  of  Black  people  including  Eleanor 
Bumpurs  and  Michael  Stewart).  The 
explosions  damaged  government  property, 
but  injured  no  one. 

“We  are  pleading  guilty,”  said  the  women, 
“to  a  government  that  is  guilty  of  the  worst 
violence  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  context 
is  skewed  by  the  fact  that  we’re  in  the  hands 
of  a  completely  unjust  system.”  Evans, 
Whitehom  and  Buck  have  worked  for  over 
20  years  in  alliance  with  African-American 
and  Puerto  Rican  nationalist  groups,  and  in 
women’s  communities  on  a  variety  of  issues. 

After  the  hearing,  government  and  defense 
attorneys  spoke  to  the  press  on  the 
courthouse  steps.  “Today’s  convictions 
demonstrate  that  we  will  be  relentless  in 
bringing  to  justice  those  who  seek  to 
influence  the  policies  of  our  ...  democratic 
institutions  through  terrorism,”  announced 
U.S.  prosecuting  attorney  Jay  Stephens.  His 
comments  were  nearly  drowned  out  by 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“I  don’t  think  there  was  any  intent  in  the 
film  to  be  derogatory  toward  any  group  of 
people.  I’m  sure  it  was  just  used  as  an 
expression.  The  guy  [in  the  video]  could 
just  as  easily  called  it  a  ‘little  yuppie  truck’ 
as  anything  else.  And  I  guess  that’s  how 
our  people  saw  it.  It’s  no  big  deal.” 

—  Chevrolet  corporate  vice-president 
Robert  Bierly,  responding  to  criticism  from 
lesbian  and  gay  activists  who  said  that  a 
recent  Chevrolet  promotional  video  was 
homophobic.  According  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter,  a  San  Francisco-based  lesbian 
and  gay  newspaper,  the  four-minute  video 
includes  comments  by  a  man  who  refers  to 
foreign  model  trucks  as  "little  faggot 
trucks." 

Airline  jails  PWA 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  gay  man  with 
AIDS  here  says  he  is  considering  filing  suit 
against  Delta  Airlines  after  an  incident  that 
led  to  his  being  jailed  and  deprived  of 
medication.  While  traveling  on  flight  1571 
from  San  Francisco  to  Maui  on  May  22, 
Donald  Jeans  and  his  caregiver,  Terry 
Bridges,  were  detained  by  Delta  personnel, 
who  claimed  that  Bridges  was  being 
disorderly. 

Bridges  and  Jeans  had  been  told  by  Delta 
employees  that  the  airline  would  be  unable 
to  change  their  snments  so  they  could  be 
next  to  each  other.  According  to  Jeans, 
Bridges  was  upset  by  Delta’s  decision,  and 
“became  vocal”  during  the  course  of  the 
flight. 

Airline  employees  contacted  Maui  police, 
who  arrested  Bridges  upon  arrival  in 
Hawaii.  Jeans  was  arrested  for  trespassing 
after  he  insisted  on  speaking  with  the 
captain  of  the  aircraft. 

Subsequently,  Bridges  and  Jeans  spent  22 
hours  in  jail.  During  this  time,  Jeans  was 
interviewed  by  FBI  agents  regarding  his 
imprisonment.  The  agents  determined  that 
there  were  no  pursuable  charges  against 
Jeans  and  Bridges,  and  the  two  men  were 
released  shortly  thereafter. 

Jeans,  who  has  been  corresponding  with 
Delta  since  June,  told  GCN  that  he  has  not 
yet  received  a  satisfactory  response  to  his 
request  for  an  apology  and  reimbursement 
of  the  money  he  had  to  spend  flying  back 
home  to  San  Francisco  on  another  airline. 
(Delta  employees  had  told  Jeans  in  May 
that  the  airline  would  not  carry  Bridges 
again,  and  that  the  two  men  would  have  to 
pay  for  their  own  transportation  out  of 
Hawaii.) 

Jeans  said  he  is  considering  a  suit  against 
Delta  in  order  to  make  the  company 
understand  that  such  treatment  of 
customers,  particularly  people  with  AIDS, 
is  unacceptable.  “It’s  the  insensitivity  of 
the  whole  thing,”  said  Jeans.  “I’m  not 
looking  for  a  big  windfall  with  this;  but  I 
don’t  want  anyone  else  to  have  to  go 
through  it,  either." 

Chris  Nealon 

Ralliers  call  for 
inclusion  of  women  in 
hate  crimes  bill 

BOSTON — Demonstrators  rallying  for 
quick  passage  of  the  Massachusetts  Hate 
Crimes  Bill  also  called  for  an  amendment  to 
include  violence  against  women  within  the 
legislation’s  definition  of  hate  crimes. 
About  100  people  turned  out  for  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights 
demonstration  in  front  of  the  State  House 
Oct.  2. 

“Violence  against  women  and  girls  is  not 
‘family  violence,’  it  is  hatred  of  women  and 
girls,”  said  state  Rep.  Byron  Rushing  (D- 
Boston).  Rushing  joined  the  call  from  the 
Massachusetts  chapter  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  and  David 
LaFontaine  of  the  Coalition  for  an 
amendment  to  the  bill. 

The  national  Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act, 
passed  last  year,  also  does  not  include 
gender  in  its  categories  of  hate  violence. 
Feminist  proponents  of  the  Act  say  that  the 
attempt  to  add  violence  against  women  to 
the  scope  of  the  legislation  came  at  the  last 
minute,  and  would  have  jeopardized  its 
passage.  They  also  said  that  it  would  have 
duplicated  existing  efforts  to  record 
incidents  of  rape  and  battering  (see  GCN, 
June  10).  Locally,  Sally  Greenberg  of  the 
Boston  chapter  of  the  Anti-Defamation 
League  told  GCN  that  adding  gender  could 
slow  the  passage  of  the  bill  in 
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Massachusetts. 

Rally  speakers  urged  elected  officials  to 
vote  on  the  bill  during  the  current 
legislative  session;  it  has  been  stalled  in  the 
Third  Reading  committee  since  the  spring. 
While  the  bill  would  not  add  stiffer 
penalties  for  hate  crimes,  it  would  require 
the  collection  of  data  on  bias-motivated 
crimes  against  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
people  of  color,  people  with  disabilities  and 
non-Christians. 

According  to  openly  gay  City  Councillor 
David  Scondras,  the  legislature  “doesn’t 
want  to  count  hate  crimes,  because  if  you 
count  them,  if  you  acknowledge  the  extent 
of  the  problem,  you  have  to  do  something 
about  it.”  He  added  that,  “Even  if  you  only 
count  reported  cases  of  gay-bashing,  and 
that’s  a  small  percentage  of  the  total, 
lesbian  and  gay  people  are  the  most 
frequent  targets  of  hate  violence.” 

Lieutenant  gubernatorial  candidate  Paul 
Celluci  (R-Hudson),  who  is  a  co-sponsor  of 
the  bill,  also  spoke  at  the  rally. 

Laura  Briggs 

AMA  report  shows 
money  =  quality 
health  care 

NEW  YORK — Two  reports  published 
Sept.  12  in  the  journal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  (AMA)  show  what 
AIDS  and  health  care  activists  have  long 
contended:  the  quality  of  health  care  a 
person  receives  depends  on  his  or  her 
ability  to  pay. 

The  Boston  Globe  reports  that 
researchers  in  New  York  found  that  an 
increasingly  large  number  of  people  with 
AIDS  nationwide  are  covered  by  Medicaid, 
rather  than  private  insurance.  According  to 
the  report  the  impoverishment  of  PWAs 
makes  a  crucial  difference  in  their  ability  to 
receive  drugs  and  treatment. 

In  Massachusetts,  researchers  studying 
heart  disease  found  that  privately  insured 
people  with  heart  conditions  received 
significantly  better  treatment  than  those 
relying  on  Medicaid.  People  with  private 
insurance  were  90  percent  more  likely  to 
have  angiography,  a  test  that  determines  the 
extent  of  coronary  artery  disease;  50 
percent  more  likely  to  undergo  bypass 
surgery;  and  250  percent  more  likely  to 
receive  angioplasty,  a  procedure  that  cleans 
clogged  arteries. 

Predictably,  the  AMA  denied  that  the 
difference  in  treatment  is  due  to  greed  on 
the  part  of  doctors  and  health  care 
institutions.  AMA  chief  of  staff  Dr.  James 
Todd  attributed  the  difference  to  doctors’ 
“simple  need  to  survive  economically." 

Laura  Briggs 

Bisexual  feminists 
sought 

SEATTLE  —  Elizabeth  Reba  Weiss  of 
the  Seattle  Bisexual  Women’s  Network  is 
seeking  submissions  for  an  anthology,  The 
Bisexual  Feminist:  Essays  on  Feminism  and 
Social  Identity,  due  to  be  published  by  Seal 
Press  in  the  fall  of  1992. 

Specific  topics  suggested  include:  the 
demand  for  “sexual  purity”  within  the 
lesbian  feminist  movement;  separatism  and 
bisexuality;  bisexuals  and  AIDS;  and  “non- 
compulsory  heterosexuality;  being  with 
men  by  choice.”  Weiss  especially 
encourages  submissions  by  bisexual  women 
of  color,  and  said  that  “suggestions  for 
possible  chapters  are  welcome.” 

The  deadline  for  submissions  is  January 
1991.  For  more  information,  contact:  Bi 
Book,  P.O.  Box  30645,  Seattle,  WA  98103- 
0645. 

Julie  Graham 

N.Y.  lesbian  candidate 
handily  defeats 
opponents 

NEW  YORK  —  An  openly  lesbian 
candidate  overwhelmingly  won  the 
Democratic  nomination  for  New  York  State 
Assembly  Sept.  11.  In  heavily  Democratic 
New  York  City,  the  nomination  virtually 
assures  victory  for  Deborah  Glick  in  her  bid 
to  become  the  first  out  lesbian  or  gay 
person  elected  to  the  New  York  state 
legislature. 

In  a  five-way  race  for  the  nomination, 
Glick  won  more  than  43  percent  of  the  vote 
and  captured  more  than  twice  the  number  of 
votes  than  her  nearest  opponent.  When 
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Glick,  a  longtime  progressive  activist,  first 
announced  her  candidacy  against  incumbent 
Bill  Passannante  and  three  Democratic 
District  Leaders,  many  press  people  and 
politicians  had  dismissed  her  bid. 

“We  did  this  when  no  one  thought  we  had 
a  chance,”  said  Glick.  “I’m  extremely 
grateful  to  all  the  voters  of  the  61st 
Assembly  District,”  she  said,  “And  I’m 
particularly  grateful  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  and  the  feminist  community  for 
their  early  and  unwavering  support  of  my 
campaign.” 

“Deborah’s  district  is  one  of  the  country’s 
most  diverse  —  politically,  racially, 
generationally,  and  ethnically,”  said  Susan 
Hibbard,  Glick’s  campaign  manager. 
“Deborah’s  strength  is  that  she  was  able  to 
appeal  to  voters  from  every  quarter,  who 
responded  to  her  direct  style,  her  natural 
leadership  ability,  and  her  honesty.” 

In  1986,  Glick  was  elected  as  the  first 
woman  president  of  the  New  York-based 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Independent  Democrats 
(GLID),  where  she  still  sits  on  the  board. 
She  was  also  elected  to  the  New  York  City 
National  Organization  for  Women’s  (NOW) 
political  action  committee,  and  is  the 
special  project  coordinator  for  the  NOW 
Reproductive  Rights  Committee.  To  help 
with  the  campaign  or  send  donations,  write 
to  Friends  of  Deborah  Glick,  P.O.  Box  367, 
New  York,  NY,  10113-0367,  or  call  (212) 
727-1948. 

Kelly  Gaines 

All-white  jury  convicts 
Black  record-seller  of 
obscenity 

FORT  LAUDERDALE,  Fla.  —  An 
owner  of  a  record  store  was  convicted  of 
obscenity  Oct.  3  for  selling  a  2  Live  Crew 
album  that  had  been  banned  by  a  federal 
judge.  Charles  Freeman,  who  will  be 
sentenced  Nov.  2,  faces  a  possible  one-year 
jail  term  and  a  $1000  fine.  Freeman,  who  is 
Black,  denounced  the  all-white  jury,  saying 
it  was  unfair  and  that  the  jurors  knew 
nothing  about  the  “ghetto.” 

“I’m  absolutely  stunned  by  the  verdict,” 
said  defense  attorney  Bruce  Rogow, 
according  to  the  Boston  Herald. 

Last  June,  a  federal  judge  banned  the  sale 
of  the  group’s  album  As  Nasty  as  They 
Wanna  Be  in  three  south  Florida  counties 
after  ruling  that  the  lyrics  were  “obscene.” 
Freeman  was  arrested  when  he  refused  to 
remove  the  album  from  his  store’s  shelves. 

“It’s  the  first  time  in  [U.S.]  musical 
history  that  a  piece  of  work  has  been  found 
to  be  obscene,"  said  Trish  Helmers, 
spokesperson  for  the  Washington-based 
Recording  Industry  Association  of 
America.  “There  are  no  small  steps  toward 
censorship,”  she  said,  “and  I  would  most 
certainly  characterize  this  as  censorship.” 

The  decision  comes  in  the  midst  of 
another  precedent-setting  obscenity  trial  in 
Cincinnati,  where  a  museum  and  its  director 
are  facing  possible  conviction  for 
displaying  five  “obscene”  photographs  by 
Robert  Mapplethorpe.  (See  related  story,  p. 
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Kelly  Gaines 

Hitler  quote  adorns 
college  paper 

HANOVER,  N.H.  —  The  Dartmouth 
Review,  one  of  the  most  controversial 
student  newspapers  in  the  U.S.,  has  once 
again  sparked  outrage  on  campus.  On  the 
eve  of  Yom  Kippur,  a  high  holy  day  in  the 
Jewish  calendar,  the  Review’s  masthead 
was  altered  to  contain  an  anti-Semitic 
passage  from  Hitler’s  Mein  Kampf. 

The  paper's  credo,  which  normally 
features  a  quote  from  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
read  instead,  “By  warding  off  the  Jews,  I 
am  fighting  for  the  Lord’s  work.” 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  the 
editors  of  the  Review  claimed  that  the 
Hitler  quote  had  been  placed  in  the  paper 
without  their  knowledge.  The  editors 
issued  an  apology,  which  stated  in  part, 
"The  human  filth  that  placed  this  trash  in 
our  newspaper  made  a  mockery  of  this 
credo.” 

Tww  thousand  of  Dartmouth’s  3200 
stud. 'nts  have  signed  a  petition  denouncing 
the  Review.  In  addition,  the  president  of  the 
student  government  said  that  he  has 
received  two  resignations  from  Review  staff 
members. 

Chris  Nealon 


A  Call  For 
Submission 
From  Art  Services 
To 

Photographers 
&  Artists 
In  The 

Gay  &  Lesbian 
Community. 


Arl  Services,  the  publishers  of 
the  Lavender  Empire  Series ,  seeks 
Photography  and  Works  of  Art 
from  the  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Community  for  possible 
publication. 

Do  Not  Send  Originals,  Art 

Services  is  not  responsible  for  lost 
photos  or  art  work.  Please  enclose 
a  self  addressed  stamped  envelope 
with  your  submission. 


Art  Services 

Submissions  Dept. 
Six  West,  32nd  Street 
Penthouse 

New  York,  NY  10001 


A  Division  of  The  Cooperative 
Home  Service  Company,  Ltd. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY  GROUPS  FOR 

BISEXUAL  MEN  AND  WOMEN 
LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 

THE  PURPOSE  OF  THESE  OPEN-ENDED, 
LONG-TERM  GROUPS  IS  TO  OFFER 
MEMBERS  THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO 
EXPLORE  ISSUES  OF  INTIMACY  AND 
SEXUAL  IDENTITY  VIA  A  GROUP 
EXPERIENCE  IN  WHICH  BOTH 
GENDERS  ARE  PRESENT.  EACH 
GROUP  OFFERS  A  SAFE  SETTING 
WITH  PEOPLE  WHO  SHARE  CONCERNS 
REGARDING  SEXUAL  ORIENTATION. 

For  further  information  call  Roger 
Abdell,  Ed.D.  at  (617)  566-5043 
or  Rhonda  Linde,  Ph.D. 
at  (617)734-6614 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
Domestic  Relationships  •  Discrimination 
•  Probate  of  Estates  •  Driving  Under  the 
Influence  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  • 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  266-0760 
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Mapplethorpe  trial 
continues  in  Queen  City 

Observers  say  the  judge  may  not  be  playing  fair 
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Boston  queers  march 
against  hate 

BOSTON — About  400  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  their  supporters  turned  out  for  a  nighttime 
Queer  Nation  "March  Against  Hate”  Oct  I.  The  by-no-means-exdusively-white-gay  male  crowd 
wound  its  way  through  the  South  End  neighborhood  of  Boston,  the  site  of  a  record  number  of 
gay  bashings  this  past  summer. 

An  accompanying  police  escort  blocked  off  traffic  as  marchers  took  to  the  streets,  chanting, 
“We’re  here,  we’re  queer,  we’re  fabulous,  get  used  to  it,”  and  “We’re  fags,  we’re  dykes, 
welcome  to  our  city.”  One  homophobe  who  attempted  to  disrupt  the  event  by  throwing  a 
bottle  into  the  crowd  was  arrested.  No  one  was  hurt  in  the  incident 
Marchers,  many  of  them  South  End  residents,  plastered  stickers  along  the  route  with  a  variety 
of  inclusive  messages,  such  as  “Queers  live  here — That’s  great”  and  “Asian-Americans  live 
here — That’s  great.”  A  leaflet  decried  the  attempt  by  some  Boston  media  to  describe  the 
epidemic  of  South  End  gay-bashing  as  race-  or  class-related  violence  rather  than  homophobia. 
According  to  the  leaflet  gay  men  and  lesbians  of  all  races  have  been  beaten,  and  bashers  have 
also  been  Black,  white,  and  Latino. 

— Laura  Briggs 

Tax  cutting  measure 
blasted 

Progressive  activists  in  Massachusetts  warn  that  the  proposed 
CLT  initiative  would  devastate  funding  for  all  human  services 


II 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON — As  the  lesbian  and  gay,  and 
progressive  communities  try  to  come  to 
terms  with  two  decidedly  imperfect  choices 
in  the  governor’s  race,  another  issue  looms 
large  in  November’s  statewide  election: 
ballot  Question  3,  the  Citizens  for  Limited 
Taxation  (CLT)  initiative  to  roll  back  state 
taxes  and  fees  to  1988  levels.  At  a  meeting 
Sept.  26  to  organize  a  lesbian  and  gay  anti- 
CLT  group,  activists  argued  that  the  CLT 
petition,  if  passed,  would  devastate  the 
community  by  drastically  cutting  state  funds 
for  AIDS  services,  public  education  and  all 
human  services.  And,  while  organizers 
geared  up  for  a  campaign  to  stop  the  petition, 
a  new  round  of  state  budget-balancing 
measures  cut  deeply  into  AIDS  and  other 
services. 

Lesbian,  and  gay  and  AIDS  activists  are 
joining  with  a  broad  coalition  of  poverty 
activists,  battered  women’s  services,  labor, 
business  and  people  of  color  groups  to 
oppose  the  measure.  Advocates  of  the  tax¬ 
cutting  measure  say  it  will  eliminate  Si 
billion  from  the  $13  billion  state  budget  this 
year,  while  opponents  say  the  actual  total 
will  be  $1.4  billion.  Opponents  of  the 
measure  also  claim  that  it  will  cost  the  state 
$6  billion  over  the  next  three  years,  while 
proponents  say  that  such  figures  are 
meaningless,  because  state  government  will 
be  fundamentally  reorganized  as  a  result  of 
the  anti-tax  initiative. 

According  to  Randy  Albelda,  a  lesbian 
economist  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts/Boston,  the  cuts  in  state 
revenues  that  would  result  from  passage  of 
the  CLT  initiative  would  primarily  affect 
health,  education  and  human  service 
programs.  Because  the  majority  of  state 
money  is  slated  for  fixed  costs — already- 
negotiated  contracts  and  legally  required 
spending — human  services  can  look  for 
budget  cuts  of  about  30  percent  if  the  ballot 
question  is  approved. 

Such  cuts  would  be  devastating  for  AIDS 
services,  according  to  Larry  Kessler,  director 
of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC). 
Because  of  the  continuing  increase  in  the 
number  of  people  diagnosed  with  AIDS,  he 
said,  “The  darkest  days  of  the  epidemic  are 
still  ahead.  If  Question  3  passes,  we  will  see 


AIDS  competing  with  schools,  police  and 
fire  departments.”  AAC  is  planning  to  make 
150,000  phone  calls  to  state  residents  and  to 
mail  two  pieces  of  literature  urging 
supporters  of  the  agency  to  oppose  the 
measure. 

Since  1980,  state  officials  have  increased 
spending  for  services  to  restore  cuts  in  local 
and  federal  aid.  When  the  property  tax- 
limiting  measure.  Proposition  2  1/2,  passed 
in  1980,  it  severely  curtailed  cities’  and 
towns’  ability  to  pay  for  police,  firefighters 
and  schools,  according  to  Albelda.  In 
response,  the  state  increased  spending  for 
local  aid.  Similarly,  funding  cuts  in  health, 
housing  and  welfare  under  Reagan  were 
largely  replaced  in  Massachusetts  by  state 
monies.  This  time,  said  Albelda,  there  would 
be  no  one  to  bail  out  service  cuts  if  Question 
3  were  approved  and  the  state  were  to  lose 
tax  revenues. 

Foreshadowing? 

In  what  some  are  calling  a  taste  of  things 
to  come,  AIDS  service  providers  were 
outraged  by  a  $1.2  million  cut  in  the  state’s 
AIDS  budget  last  week,  and  the  cancellation 
of  all  funding  for  a  seven-year-old  study  on 
AIDS  transmission.  Another  program 
important  to  AIDS  service  providers,  drug 
detoxification,  lost  $4  million.  The  Sept.  26 
cuts  in  Gov.  Dukakis’  executive  budget 
eliminated  a  variety  of  popular 
programs — from  the  state’s  two  zoos,  to 
nursing  homes  for  veterans,  to  day  shelters 
for  homeless  people. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center’s 
Partner  Study  on  AIDS  transmission  may  yet 
be  saved,  according  to  Fenway’s  Steve 
Huber.  Huber  told  GCN  that  Health 
Commissioner  David  Mulligan  was 
negotiating  to  save  the  partner  study  by 
cutting  other  programs. 

“These  cuts  are  a  real  foreshadowing  of 
what  is  to  come — blatant  budget-slashing 
without  regard  for  what  programs  are,”  said 
Huber.  “It  has  everyone  really  fearful.” 
Huber  said  that  the  distribution  of  the  $1.2 
million  in  AIDS  budget  cuts  is  “still  being 
hammered  out,”  as  the  Department  of  Public 
Health  (DPH)  AIDS  office  struggled  to  find 
ways  to  trim  programs  without  eliminating 
any. 

Continued  on  page  7 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  Lawyers  for  the  first  art 
museum  and  director  indicted  for  obscenity 
called  for  an  acquittal  when  the  prosecution 
rested  its  case  Oct  1.  Their  request,  however, 
was  rebuffed  by  the  presiding  judge  —  no 
stranger  to  the  sheriff  who  brought  the 
unique  criminal  charges  in  the  case. 

“The  court,”  ruled  Hamilton  County 
Municipal  Court  Judge  David  Albanese, 
“will  not  substitute  its  judgment  for  that  of 
the  jury.” 

Albanese  added  that  “the  state  has  satisfied 
its  burden”  to  prove  crimes  were  committed 
by  the  Contemporary  Arts  Center  (CAC)  and 
Dennis  Barrie  for  exhibiting  “Robert 
Mapplethorpe  —  The  Perfect  Moment.” 

The  police  get  involved 

Meanwhile,  city  police  named  two  local 
activists  they  videotaped  during  disruption  of 
lunch-time  traffic  downtown  the  day  the  trial 
opened  Sept.  24  (see  GCN ,  Sept.  30,  1990), 
and  said  they  had  warrants  charging  the  two 
and  35  other  “John  and  Jane  Does”  with 
disorderly  conduct. 

Scott  MacLarty,  facilitator  of  GLMA,  a 
direct  action  group  here,  accused  police  of 
acting  in  bad  faith  on  several  levels.  He  said 
that  police  had  promised  to  warn  people 
practicing  civil  disobedience  of  impending 
arrests,  but  did  not  communicate  their 
intentions  to  delay  busts.  He  also  criticized 
the  police  for  using  the  word  “anrest,”  when 
the  charge  is  a  minor  misdemeanor  for  which 
citations  are  routinely  issued.  (Those  cited 
may  pay  a  $116  fine,  he  said.)  MacLarty  said 
that  he  fears  that  police  may  provoke  trouble 
at  an  otherwise  “peaceful”  sidewalk  march 
from  CAC  to  the  Courthouse  the  evening  the 
verdict  is  announced  by  issuing  citations. 

Finally,  MacLarty  said  that  he  is  worried 
the  vice  squad  will  use  photographs  from  the 
march  as  “a  pretext”  for  invading  gay  bars 
and  “harassing”  patrons.  Investigators  have 
already  called  the  family  and  employer  of 
one  activist  to  ease  delivery  of  the  warrant. 

After  the  five-hour  rally  and  march  on 
Sept.  24,  police  stepped  up  surveillance  of 
city  parks  and  gay  bars,  MacLarty  said.  He 


cited  the  arrests  of  two  men  in  Eden  Park 
who  were  holding  hands  and  charged  with 
“creating  a  public  annoyance.”  The  pair  told 
MacLarty  they  will  challenge  the  “arcane  “ 
charge. 

Judge  favors  prosecution 

In  its  second  week,  the  trial  is  the  first  test 
of  whether  an  arts  institution  can  be 
prosecuted  under  state  obscenity  statues.  It 
also  spotlights  the  Republican  hierarchy  of 
county  conservatives  here,  and  judicial  ties  to 
local  law  Enforcement. 

Albanese,  who  is  a  conservative  and  a 
Republican,  isolated  the  seven  photos  from 
the  rest  of  the  exhibit  and  decided  jurors 
would  be  seated  from  throughout  the  county 
—  outside  of  the  city  limits  where  more 
liberals  reside.  He  also  allowed  certain 
statements  by  the  prosecution  —  “child 
pornography,”  for  example  —  that  were  not 
included  in  the  indictment  and,  according  to 
the  defense,  could  prejudice  the  jury. 

Defense  attorneys  Marc  Mezibov  and  H. 
Louis  Sirkin  asked  for  a  mistrial  when  City 
Prosecutor  Frank  Prouty  “contaminated”  all 
50  prospective  jurors  with  the  remarks. 

Albanese  refused  to  order  a  new  trial, 
grant  attorneys  extra  juror  challenges,  and 
replace  the  prospective  jurors  who  had  heard 
the  “prejudicial”  comments.’it  seems  that 
every  significant  issue  raised  has  been 
resolved  in  favor  of  the  prosecution,” 
observed  John  Burlew,  an  attorney  and  past 
president  of  the  Cincinnati  Bar  Association. 

“Either  the  defense  has  not  made  its  points 
well  —  and  I  don’t  think  that’s  true  —  or  the 
court  is  afraid  to  make  a  controversial 
decision  even  if  it's  correct,”  he  said. 

Picking  a  panel  of  eight  jurors  was  not 
easy.  The  defense  wanted  to  assure  that  the 
eight  men  and  women  understood  the 
charges’  complicated  nature.  Defense 
lawyers  spelled  out  how  obscenity  differs 
from  pornography,  graphically  describing  the 
erotic,  sadomasochistic  photographs  by  the 
late  artist. 

Prosecutor  Prouty  used  one  of  his  pre- 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


Mass,  lesbian  and  gay 
voters  face  grim  choice 

The  pickings  are  slim  for  progressive  communities  in  the  race 
for  governor  between  arch-conservative  Democratic  nominee 
John  Silber  and  Republican  William  Weld 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON — The  liberal  Democratic 
reputation  of  Massachusetts  has  taken  a 
beating  among  leftists  around  the  country, 
ever  since  John  Silber  was  nominated  in  the 
state’s  primary  Sept.  18  to  bear  the  banner  of 
the  Democratic  Party.  Silber,  long  anathema 
to  progressives,  is  opposed  by  the  socially 
liberal  (for  a  Republican)  candidate  William 
Weld.  Weld,  however,  carries  his  own 
negatives:  a  fiscal  conservative,  he  supports 
the  Citizens  for  Limited  Taxation  (CLT) 
petition,  which  opponents  say  would 
devastate  the  state’s  social  services  (see 
related  story). 

For  many  lesbians  and  gay  men,  the  choice 
between  Weld  and  Silber  represents  a  failure 
for  a  statewide  electoral  gay  rights  agenda. 

The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
came  out  against  Silber  last  February,  saying 
that  during  his  tenure  as  president  of  Boston 
University  (BU),  he  consistently  opposed 
including  sexual  orientation  in  the  college’s 
anti-discrimination  policy.  In  their  press 
release,  the  Coalition  said  that  Silber  had 
justified  his  position  by  attacking  the  Boston 
Human  Rights  Ordinance  prohibiting  sexual 
orientation  discrimination.  The  group 
attributed  the  following  statement  to  Silber: 
“The  City  of  Boston  is  nuts...  Don’t  tell  me 
that  the  city  of  Boston  comes  up  with  a 
regulation  like  that,  because  if  they  do,  then 
if  they  followed  it  strictly,  they  would  have 
no  way  of  stopping  someone  whose 
preference  it  was  for  mounting  horses  on  the 
public  streets.” 

Silber  echoed  that  statement,  allegedly 
made  April  4,  1988,  in  an  interview  with 
BU’s  Daily  Free  Press  published  May  3, 
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1989.  According  to  the  Free  Press,  Silber 
compared  gay  and  lesbian  people  to  child 
abusers,  again  saying  that  he  opposed  an 
anti-discrimination  policy.  In  that  same 
interview,  Silber  is  quoted  as  saying  he 
supported  “general  testing”  of  people  for 
AIDS,  adding,  “I  think  particularly  the 
people  who  are  engaged  in  the  kinds  of 
activities  that  make  them  more  likely  to 
contract  AIDS,  or  have  done  so  in  the  past, 
should  have  blood  tests  about  every  six 
months.” 

Silber  also  opposed  the  installation  of 
condom  machines  at  Boston  University. 
After  considerable  work  by  AIDS  activists, 
the  Dukakis  administration  is  currently 
urging  bar  and  restaurant  owners  statewide  to 
install  condom  machines  (see  GCN,  Sept.  30, 
1990). 

Following  the  Feb.  1  Coalition  press 
conference,  Silber  told  the  Boston  Globe  and 
Boston  Herald  that  he  was  not  homophobic, 
because  his  son,  David,  is  gay. 

Silber  called  abortion  “homicide”  in  a 
January  New  York  Times  opinion  piece, 
though  he  said  that  he  thought  the  state 
should  not  interfere  in  a  woman’s  decision 
about  abortion.  Feminist  critics  of  Silber  also 
point  to  a  gender  discrimination  suit  filed 
against  him  while  he  was  BU’s  president.  In 
the  suit,  Silber  is  alleged  to  have  called  the 
English  Department  at  the  college  “a 
goddamn  matriarchy.” 

During  the  course  of  the  primary 
campaign,  Silber  said  numerous  things 
offensive  to  progressive  and  civil  rights 
activists.  He  said  that  the  city  of  Lowell  was 
a  “welfare  magnet”  for  Cambodian 
immigrants;  claimed  that  “the  racism  of  Jews 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


Display  Advertising 
Coordinator 

Available  September.  Obtain  display  ads  and 
develop  strategies  for  increasing  advertising  sales. 
Manage  monthly  and  periodic  billings.  Evaluate 
and  update  ad  rates  and  sales  materials.  Work 
with  Art  Director  to  design  ads. 

Qualifications:  Strong  organizational, 
communications,  and  record  keeping  skills. 
Previous  sales  or  marketing  experience  helpful. 

Deadline:  Applications  by  September  28, 1990 

Staff  Writer/Circulation 
Co-Coordinator 

Available  in  November.  Research,  investigate 
and  write  news  stories  about  Boston/New  England 
and  also  stories  with  a  national  scope.  May 
include  some  analytical/feature  writing  as  well. 
Share  responsibilities  with  other  staff  writer  for 
coordinating  weekly  mailing  of  paper  and 
processing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and  ability  to 
write  several  stories  under  weekly  deadline 
pressure.  Knowledge  of  local' national  lesbian  and 
gay  community  and  issues  helpful.  Strong 
organizational  and  record  keeping  skills  and 
knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  computers  also 
helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  November  1, 1990. 


GCN  Positions 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to 
collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  full-time  collective  positions 
pay  $2 15/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  lette. 
to:  GCN  Jobs,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking  Out" 
sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to 
provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your 
ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to 
respond  to  ideas  expressed  within  our  pages. 

We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space  available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the 
right  to  edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  for  length  and  clarity,  in 
consultation  with  the  author.  The  opinions 
expressed  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters 
can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  Speaking 
Out"  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN 
FOUR  PAGES  and  require  a  short  (one  to  two 
sentence)  biographical  note  about  the  author 
for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue  and 
a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on  the 
letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  "Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes.  It  Is  helpful  to  be  able  to 
contact  you  easily  —  please  enclose  your  name, 
address,  and  daytime  phone  number  with  your 
letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices/Speaking  Out,  GCN, 

62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

The  opinions  expressed  In  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are 
not  Intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the 

A  history  lesson  for  Mike  Duffy 

Dear  GCN: 

When  I  was  interviewed  as  a  young 
community  activist  on  Gay  Boston  last  year, 
Jim  Voltz  asked  me  if  1  had  any  heroes  or 
role  models.  1  immediately  named  Harvey 
Milk. 

1  named  Harvey  Milk  for  two  reasons: 
Because  he  believed  in  providing  hope  to 
young  gays  being  openly  gay  in  every  circle 
he  traveled,  from  the  steel  workers  who 
called  him  a  “fruit,"  to  the  elderly  people 
who  had  lived  in  the  Castro  for  generations; 
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and  because  he  was  a  great  coalition-builder. 
This  was  a  man  who  in  the  1970s  brought 
together  a  number  of  communities  in  a  broad 
coalition  (Asian-Americans,  Latino- 
Americans,  elderly,  union  memebrs,  and  the 
growing  gay  population)  to  fight  for 
neighborhood  rights  over  the  downtown 
business  development  interests. 

When  Mike  Duffy,  a  Republican  who  is 
challenging  Byron  Rushing’s  seats  the 
representative  from  the  Ninth  Suffolk 
district,  compares  himself  to  Harvey  Milk,  I 
for  one  am  insulted. 

Mike  Duffy  is  neither  openly  proud  of  his 
sexuality  nor  is  he  a  coalition  builder.  Duffy 
is  out  as  a  gay  man  only  within  the  gay 
community.  Duffy’s  Spanish  campaign 
literature  was  distribiuted  around  Latino 
neighborhoods  of  the  South  End.  In  it  he 
carefully  omits  all  of  his  activities  with  gay 
and  AIDS  organizations. 

C’mon  Mike,  is  this  what  you  think 
Harvey  Milk  meant  about  “giving  hope”  to 
the  struggling  and  isolated  gay  and  lesbian 
youths  in  all  communities?  Or,  do  you  think 
there  are  no  lesbians  or  gay  men  or  people 
with  HIV  infection  in  the  Latino 
community?  Do  you  think  there  aren’t 
young  people  there  who  need  to  know 
someone  is  proud  of  his  work  against  AIDS 
and  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights?  Think  again. 

The  Boston  Phoenix  reported  that  Duffy’s 
campaign  literature  also  omitted  his  gay 
work,  which  they  called  “conspicuously 
absent.”  In  contrast,  Byron  Rushing’s 
campaign  literature  highlights  his  support  for 
Hate  Crimes  legislation,  and  specifically 
mentions  hate  crimes  protection  for  gay  men 
and  lesbians  —  and  this  is  literature  he 
delivers  to  all  neighborhoods. 

Mike  insults  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  by  telling  us  he  is  openly  gay 
and  then  by  descreetly  walking  back  into  the 
closet  any  time  he  leaves  the  security  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  center  to 
campaign  in  supposedly  non-gay 
neighborhoods. 

Additionally,  where  Harvey  Milk  sought 
to  bridge  communities  and  build  coalitions, 
Mike  Duffy  has  instead  criticized  the  only 
current  coalition  working  for  inter-racial  and 
cultural  cooperation.  The  South  End  Unified 
Neighbors  associations.  South  End  residents 
need  a  representative  who  will  promote 
peaceful  understanding,  not  someone  who 
expresses  contempt  for  an  honest  attempt  at 
understanding  by  local  residents. 

In  fact,  Byron  Rushing  has  a  history  of 
coalition  work  through  his  involvement  in 
civil  rights  struggles  since  the  1960s 
including  his  current  support  of  cooperative 
amongst  all  the  neighborhoods  he  represents. 
Byron  Rushing’s  work  as  Representitive 
comes  closer  to  the  politically  progressive, 
coalition-based  values  Harvey  Milk  worked 
so  hard  towards. 

When  Vice  President  Candidiate  Dan 
Quayle  compared  himself  to  John  F. 
Kennedy,  Lloyd  Bentsen  responded  to 
Quayle,“I  knew  President  Kennedy,  and.  Sir, 
you  are  no  John  Kennedy.”  To  Mike  Duffy, 
with  his  closeted  campaign  and  lack  of 
interest  in  coalition  building,  I  say,  I  value 
the  fight  Harvey  Milk  fought  as  an  openly 
gay  neighborhood  organizer,  and  Mike,  you 
are  no  Harvey  Milk! 

Sincerely, 
Carrie  Wofford 
®  Boston,  Mass. 

What  about  Civil  Rights? 

Dear  GCN: 

My  situation,  condition  disgust  and 
contempt  has  compelled  me  to  speak  out  on 
my  living  nightmare.  Something  is  terribly 
wrong  on  Shark  2  RighL  I  am  under  direct 
attack  from  certain  security  officers  and 
prison  officials  in  a  some  what  sophisticated 
manner.  This  method  is  cruel  barbaric  and 
without  regard  to  concepts  of  human 
decency.  Here  exists  a  fundamental 
difference  between  depriving  a  prisoner  of 
privileges  he  may  enjoy  and  depriving  him 
of  basic  necessities  of  human  existence, 
edible  food.  Through  food  and  drink,  I  am 
daily  systematically  drugged  against  my  will. 
Refused  meaningful  medical  treatment  and 
constantly  told  to  get  my  mind  right. 
Various  types  of  drugs  are  being  used  in 
excessive  amounts  to  inflict  serious  mental, 
physical  and  emotional  harm.  This  type  of 
malicious  and  sadistic  punishment  is 
designed  to  completely  destroy  the  spirit  and 
undermine  the  sanity  of  an  individual.  Is 
there  a  Constitution?  What  about  Civil 
Rights. 

Inspite  of  the  situation,  I  continue  to  have 
a  strong  mind  and  equal  will  only  because  I 
am  totally  aware  of  all  the  dirty  tricks  being 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


played  on  me.  Pity  the  poor  soul  here  who 
does  not  have  any  idea  what  is  happening  to 
him.  Most  end  up  hanging  from  there  cell 
bars.  I  am  making  the  right  moves  or  I 
assume  them  to  be.  I  have  come  to  leant 
that  when  you  are  not  held  in  the  most 
favorable  light  who  really  cares.  Well  I  only 
seek  some  good  old  fashioned  Justice. 

Melvin  Washington 
75581  Camp  J  Shark  2  Right  9 
Louisiana  State  Prison 

■  Angola,  LA  #70712 

Thanks  for  prisoner  help 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  to  you  to  thank  you  so  much 
for  your  concern  for  your  fellow  gay 
brothers  and  sisters  in  jail.  Your  work  is 
valuable  to  us  all. 

I  know  often  at  time  you  grow  tired  of 
hearing  about  our  problems.  But  through 
your  informing  the  public  changes  are  being 
made.  So  your  work  in  the  prison  sector  of 
gay  life  is  so  very  important  to  us  all. 

I  am  a  HIV  +  inmate.  I'm  in  the  process 
of  going  forward  in  court  with  the  ACLUF, 
because  prisoners  with  AIDS  here  do  not 
seem  to  have  a  right  to  medical  privacy. 
With  a  good  prepared  case  we  hope  to  see 
some  positve  results. 

I  just  wanted  to  outline  a  few  points  that 
brought  me  to  decide  on  direct  action. 
Thank  God  for  GCN,  the  NGLTF  and  the 
AMCLU,  they  do  make  a  difference. 

■  Name  Withheld  Upon  Request 

Differing  from  society's  norms 

Dear  GCN, 

Ever  since  I  can  remember  I  have  been 
classified  as  differing  from  the  norms  of 
society!  Not  only  in  my  liberal  way  of 
seeing  life  and  what  it  is  for,  but  also 
because  of  my  sexual  preference!  Only 
three  years  ago  did  I  finally  openly  say  “I 
am  GAY.”  But  by  that  time  it  was  too  late. 
Because  five  years  ago  I  was  given  3  lives 
and  30  years  to  do  in  the  state  of  Florida,  for 
2  counts  of  involuntary  sexual  battery,  1 
case  of  kidnapping  and  1  armed  robbery. 
All  of  which  I  am  innocent.  But  because  I 
was  afraid  to  tell  a  22  year  old  girl  that  I  was 
homosexual,  and  failed  to  perform  at  all 
sexually  for  her,  because  of  my  lack  of 
appeal  for  her  or  for  women,  I  am  stuck  with 
this  time.  Ever  since  I  can  remember  I  have 
been  drawn  to  men  instead  of  women,  but 
because  of  my  fear  of  public  acrimony,  I  got 
married  to  a  nice  young  lady  when  I  was 
22,  only  to  be  divorced  at  the  age  of  23,  and 
the  whole  time  I  treated  her  bad,  real  bad, 
cause  I  didn't  know  how  to  deal  with  my 
reality,  and  now  for  the  past  8  years  she  has 
had  my  son  with  her  and  he  doesn't  even 
know  me. 

Now  at  the  age  of  31  I  am  stuck  with  this 
time  because  I  was  afraid  to  tell  her  (the 
victim  (so  said),  my  attorney,  and  my  jurors, 
and  since  I’ve  been  down  over  the  past  five 
years  I  have  continually  had  the  bible 
pushed  in  my  face.  “You  should  change 
your  life,  you  should  ask  Christ  to  forgive 
you  of  your  sins,  and  ask  that  he  walk  with 
you  and  keep  you  from  doing  those  sexual 
no-no’s.” 

I’ve  never  heard  so  much  hypocritical 
self-deceit  in  all  my  life,  and  in  this  state  to 
be  gay  is  or  means  to  be: 

1 .  Weak  (mentally  &  physically) 

2.  Used  (both  financially  &  sexually) 

After  five  years  of  putting  up  with  this  I 

now  sit  in  protective  custody,  alone,  hurt, 
and  emotionally  disturbed  and  starved. 

I  would  hate  for  others  to  be  in  this  same 
light  or  should  I  say  grey  and  I  want  to  help 
them.  But  I  need  some  help  first.  I  want  to 
see  someone  about  selling  my  songs.  I  am 
good!  and  I  know  I  could  make  some  good 
money  if  given  the  chance  and  if  I  could  I 
would  want  to  split  everything  I  make  down 
the  middle  with  GCN...  Cause  I  want  to 
know  I  held  a  place  in  helping  others  who 
might  not  have  to  suffer  as  I  do.  Then  they 
won't  be  afraid  as  I  was  to  stand  up  and  be 
recognized  for  who  and  what  they  are, 
whether  we  be  male  or  female.  Gay  means 
to  me  the  ones  capable  of  showing  a  true 
quality  of  what  love  really  is!  Not  false  love 
wasted  on  false  dreams  made  by  the  so 
called  “Normal”  people  of  society. 

Sincerely 

■  Thomas  Kidd 

Living  without  fear 

[this  is  a  copy  originally  sent  to  Mayor 
John  Dore,  Mayor  of  Montreal.  Canada.  — 
Editor  ] 

Dear  Mayor  Dore: 

I  was  shocked  and  furious  when  I  read 
about  the  Montreal  Police  Department's 


Awareness  starts  in  school 


By  Jan  M.  Goodman 

[This  speech  was  originally  presented  at 
San  Francisco's  1990  Gay  Freedom  Day.] 

My  name  is  Jan  Goodman.  I'm  a  member 
of  BANGLE,  the  Bay  Area  Network  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Educators,  and  also  the  Pacific 
Center  Speaker's  Bureau.  In  addition.  I’m  an 
elementary  school  principal  in  our  Bay  Area 
public  schools. 

I  am  a  lesbian,  a  feminist,  a  Jew,  an 
activist  and  a  public  school  principal.  I'm  not 
here  to  represent  BANGLE,  the  Speaker's 
Bureau,  my  school  or  my  school  district.  I'm 
here  because,  as  an  educator.  I'm  concerned 
with  a  global  disease  that  has  gotten  worse 
over  the  20  years  that  I’ve  worked  with 
children. 

The  disease  is  widespread  and  students 
already  have  symptoms  when  they  enter 
kindergarten.  Adults  are  infected  and  we 
transmit  it  to  our  children.  We  all  must  take 
responsibility  for  the  cure. 

The  disease  is  intolerance,  a  lack  of 
respect  for  differences.  The  symptoms  are 
most  visible  on  the  playground. ..bigotry, 
prejudice,  racism  and  homophobia.  I  deal 
with  it  almost  every  day  in  my  interactions 
with  children.  It's  a  tough  issue  for  anyone  to 
handle,  and  it  creates  a  special  dilemma  for  a 
lesbian  principal. 

The  disease  is  everywhere.  Two  very 
upset  second-grade  girls  complain  to  me 
because  they  are  victims  of  some  terrible 
teasing  on  the  playground.  They  are  best 
friends  and  often  hold  hands  while  at  recess. 
"The  kids  are  calling  us  'lezzie...lezzie,'" 
they  complain.  "And  we  don't  like  it.”  How 
do  you  deal  with  this?  I  tell  the  students  that 
teasing  is  not  right,  and  insults  are  certainly 
wrong,  but  what  do  I  say  when  the  insult  is  a 
part  of  my  own  identity  and  personal  pride? 
There  are  no  easy  answers.  And,  we  are  all 
responsible  for  the  cure. 

Again,  a  symptom.  Two  boys  are  sent  to 
my  office  because  they  get  in  a  fist  fight.  "I 
punched  him  because  he  called  me  a  faggot," 
one  kid  says.  "I"m  not  a  faggot.  I  dont  want 

attacks  on  lesbians  and  gay  men  last  July. 
You  Have  made  yourself  an  accomplice  to 
this  violation  of  civil  rights  by  refusing  to 
discipline  the  officers  involved.  Your 
silence  implies  your  approval  of  these  gross 
abuses  of  power  and  sends  a  message  to 
your  police  force  that  they  can  continue  to 
overstep  the  limits  of  their  authority.  I 
strongly  urge  you  to  do  everything  in  your 
power  to  see  to  it  that  the  lesbian  and  gay 
people  of  Montreal  can  live  without  fear  of 
the  police. 

Sincerely, 
Brian  Bringardner 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Don't  Desist:  Insist 

Dear  GCN: 

We  go  nowhere  unless  we  make  both  the 
right  friends  and  the  right  enemies.  Some 
self-proclaimed  friends  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  are  friendliest  with  their 
own  profits  and  careers,  including 
corporations  such  as  Philip  Morris  and 
political  "liaisons  to  the  gay  community" 
such  as  Ann  Sanders  in  Boston. 

I'm  HIV+,  and  I  think  we  can  best  use 
corporate  AIDS  charity,  if  we  are  careful  not 
to  sell  our  souls  in  the  bargain.  I  say  take 
the  money,  and  run,  and  still  speak  truth  to 
power.  Guy  L.  Smith,  Vice  President  of 
Corporate  Affairs  for  Philip  Morris,  got  his 
piece  of  free  speech  in  GCN,  but  don't 
expect  Philip  Morris  to  return  the  favor  — 
on  the  contrary,  this  corporation  supports 
arch-censor  Senator  Helms.  As  for 
corporate  donations  to  AIDS  research  and 
programs,  by  all  means  examine  them 
carefully.  Philip  Morris  supports  precisely 
that  kind  and  degree  of  charity  which  best 
places  folks  at  the  mercy  of  others.  But 
AIDS  activism  must  go  beyond  charity  to 
social  change,  including  health  care  for  all. 
No  wonder  Smith  dismisses  ACT  UP  as  "an 
extremist  group." 

As  for  Ann  Sanders,  I  feel  once  again  that 
"gay  liaisons"  so  often  evolve  into  spineless 
forms  of  life,  no  matter  how  they  begin. 
Folks  have  used  graffiti  on  public  property 
and  cruising  grounds  in  Boston  to  spread 
messages  about  safe  sex  and  anti-gay 
violence.  I  don't  give  a  damn  if  this  is 
illegal,  or  if  Ann  Sanders  thinks  gay  public 
sex  is  bad  public  relations  and  bad  for  her 
career.  We  have  a  right  to  the  public  world 


to  get  AIDS."  I  tell  the  students  that  fighting 
is  no  way  to  solve  a  problem,  and  that  they 
should  talk  it  out. ..but  what  about  the 
underlying  homophobia  and  misinformation 
that  is  inherent  in  this  situation?  Could  I  say, 
"Hey,  being  gay  is  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of, 
even  though  I  know  you  think  that  you're 
not...  And  did  you  know  that  one  in  10 
people  is  gay?  So  if  there  are  30  kids  in  your 
class,  three  may  grow  up  to  be  gay  and  how 
do  you  know  it  is  not  going  to  be  you? 
Besides,  if  you  are  gay,  you  must  be  proud! 
Also,  if  you're  gay,  you  won't  necessarily  get 
AIDS  because  people  get  AIDS  from  unsafe 
sex  or  infected  needles!"  Where  do  I  begin? 
Not  easily!  And  we  are  all  responsible  for 
the  cure. 

The  disease  of  intolerance  continues  to 
spread  because  too  many  of  us  remain  in  the 
Comfort  Zone.  The  Comfort  Zone  is  where 
we  go  when  we  are  paralyzed  by  fear,  guilt, 
shame  and  a  sense  that  the  issue  is  not 
important  to  us. 

When  we  are  in  the  Comfort  Zone,  we  do 
not  confront  stereotypes,  we  do  not  defend 
ourselves  or  other  oppressed  groups,  we  do 
not  challenge  bigots.  We  think  that  it  is 
easier  to  be  silent,  continue  the  masquerade 
and  stand  by  as  the  disease  progresses. 

In  order  for  us  to  build  a  future  of 
tolerance  and  respect  for  all  differences, 
each  of  us,  not  only  the  educators,  must  look 
deeply  at  ourselves,  confront  our  fears,  take 
risks  and  move  out  of  the  Comfort  Zone. 

When  I  took  a  hard  look  at  myself,  I  found 
some  startling  realizations: 

I  discovered  that  the  lesbian  activist 
principal,  an  affectionate,  caring  soul, 
always  open  to  hugs  from  children,  would 
never  initiate  physical  contact  with  female 
students  at  school.  Somewhere,  in  the  back 
of  my  mind,  I  wanted  to  be  sure  that  if  it 
ever  "came  out"  that  I  was  a  lesbian,  no  one 
would  have  any  grounds  to  say  that  I  had 
provoked  my  female  students.  I  no  longer 
have  this  symptom.  I've  taken  one  small  step 
toward  the  cure. 


as  well  as  to  privacy;  we  have  a  right  to  be 
sexual  and  survive.  We  are  under  siege,  and 
we'll  love  and  fight  as  we  see  fit.  Ann 
Sanders  told  the  Parks  Department  that  ACT 
UP  was  responsible  for  the  graffiti,  as  she 
admits.  Except  it  seems  she  may  have  given 
credit  where  credit  was  not  due. 

Smith  and  Sanders  tell  us,  "we're  your 
friends."  Right.  And  now  I'll  take  a  stroll  in 
Buena  Vista  Park,  where  the  pavements  are 
sprayed  painted  with  cocks,  condoms,  and 
the  words:  "Don't  Desist:  Insist."  The  more 
nervous  we  make  folks  like  Smith  and 
Sanders,  the  better  I  like  it. 

Queerly, 
Scott  Tucker 

^  San  Francisco,  Calf. 

Clean  up  you  act! 

[This  letter  was  originally  sent  to  Ellen 
Gould,  manager  of  Boston's  Club  Cabaret.] 

Dear  Ms.  Gould: 

On  September  seventh  I  had  the 
misfortune  to  see  the  comedy  group  Guilty 
Children  at  the  Club  Cabaret.  One  of  the 
sketches  presented  a  male  member  of  the 
group  as  a  lisping,  stereotypically  limp-wrist 
sissie,  queening  it  up  to  die  hilt,  addressing 
his  imaginary  friend  as  "girlfriend,"  going 
on  about  fashion  design. 

Have  you  noticed  that  a  certain 
percentage  of  your  audience  (ha!)  is 
comprised  of  gays?  Do  you  think  we're 
going  to  put  up  with  this  regression  into  the 
fifties,  goons  on  stage? 

Clean  up  your  act  or  kiss  your  clientele 
good-bye. 

Steven  Capra 
Boston,  Mass. 


COMING  OUT  RESOURCES 
FOR  PRISONERS 


Gay  and  lesbian  prisoners,  who  are  inside 
for  reasons  arising  mainly  out  of  poverty 
and  racial  discrimination,  are  treated  with 
much  more  contempt  than  those  of  us  out 
her  in  'minimum  security'.  This  is  true  both 
inside  (fewer  jobs  for  gays,  especially  now 
with  AIDS,  less  physical  safety  &  more 
parole  requirements)  and  coming  out  (many 
halfway  houses  won't  accept  gays). 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  • 


I  realized  that  the  lesbian  activist  principal 
never  attended  the  end-of-year  dinner  for, 
school  district  administrators  because  I  did 
not  want  to  be  seen  as  "single"  when  I  was  in 
a  committed  relationship  with  a  woman.  I  no 
longer  have  this  symptom.  1  brought  my 
lover  to  the  dinner.  Another  small  step 
toward  the  cure. 

Teachers  and  administrators  are  not  the 
only  educators.  Children  listen  to  everybody 
and  everything.  They  are  very  aware.  They 
observe.  They  are  taught  stereotypes  and 
intolerance  by  their  parents  who  live  next 
door  to  you,  work  with  you  on  your  jobs  and 
shop  at  the  grocery  store  with  you.  In  reality, 
each  of  us  is  an  educator,  every  day.  When 
we  stay  in  the  Comfort  Zone,  what  do  the 
children  learn?  What  do  we  teach  them? 

Every  time  we  hear  a  racist  joke  and  do 
not  confront  it,  children  leam  a  lesson  that  it 
is  OK  to  insult  people  because  of  their 
culture. 

Every  time  we  change  a  pronoun  to 
disguise  our  sexuality,  children  learn  a 
lesson,  to  reinforce  their  assumption  that 
everyone  is  heterosexual. 

Every  time  someone  is  accused  of  being 
lesbian  or  gay  and  responds  with  shame, 
children  leam  a  lesson,  that  homosexuality  is 
bad. 

The  cure  to  this  disease  lies  within  us.  The 
cure  is  our  responsibility  whether  or  not  we 
are  educators  or  parents.  I  plead  with  you: 
WE  MUST  ALL  WORK  TOGETHER  TO 
TEACH  TOLERANCE  AND  END 
DISCRIMINATION  NOW.  Don't  hesitate.  It 
is  not  easy,  but  it  is  necessary.  When  we 
succeed,  all  children  will  enter  kindergarten 
healthy  and  symptom  free. 

Jan  Goodman  has  been  an  educator  for 
18  years  in  Massachusetts  and  California. 
For  the  past  four  years  she  has  been  an 
elementary  school  principal  and  a  freelance 
contributing  writer  to  GCN. 


This  is  all  the  more  true  for  those 
gay /lesbian  prisoners  who  are  up  front  about 
who  they  are.  Prison  administrations  can  do 
this  because  "our  community"  is  so 
indifferent  to,  and  thus  is  ignorant  about,  the 
enormous  power  of  their  bureaucracy  over 
people's  lives.  (The  law/court  bureaucracy  is 
a  whole  'nother  story). 

Help  GCN  support  these  people's 
"coming  out"(as  basically  all  of  them  do!) 
by  sending  us  up-to-date  tips  on  AIDS 
Service  Groups  with  prisoner 
education/support  teams,  job  &  training 
opportunities,  low  cost  temporary  housing, 
and  any  other  info  that  could  be  useful  to 
someone  coming  out  with  the  stigma  “ex 
con.”  (Imagine  for  a  moment  trying  to  set 
yourself  up  in  a  new  town  with  little  or  no 
$$  and  just  out  of  the  joint.)  Better  yet,  let 
us  hear  that  we  can  refer  people  in  your  area 
to  you  for  such  info! 

Also,  books  (both  educational  &  others) 
are  harder  to  get  in  prisons,  where 
“libraries”  (such  as  they  were)  are  being 
converted  to  dorms  when  enough  money 
can't  be  scared  out  of  legislators  to  build 
new  prisons.  Ask  your  local 
gay /lesbian/lefty  bookstore  about  the  chance 
of  putting  a  box  there  for  people  to  leave 
books  they've  already  read  &  will  donate  to 
a  prisoner  (&  even  a  jar  for  postage  $!). 

This  is  a  small  project  that  gets  you  much 
gratitude  from  prisoners  (who  are  driven  a 
bit  “mad”  stuck  in  a  cage  with  nothing  much 
to  do  much  of  the  time)  and  makes  the 
prisoners  feel  less  abandoned  and  thus  less 
“scared”  about  the  coming  transition  back  to 
the  free  world,  or  “minimum  custody”,  as 
they  say.  And  it’s  easily  done  on  a  once-a- 
month  basis.  Write  GCN  for  details  if  you 
like. 

Most  gay/lesbian  newspapers  don't  even 
respond  with  a  polite  “Sorry....”  to  prisoners 
who  ask  for  penpal  ads  or  to  express 
themselves  in  letters.  How  about  writing 
your  local  rag  about  this.  If  they  want  to 
hear  more  about  GCN's  experience  with  the 
Prisoner  Project,  just  have  them  write  us. 
Thanks! 

Note  to  prisoners:  You  too  can  let  us  hear 
about  groups  that  have  helped  you  or  friends 
of  yours  get  started  back  outside.  Let  us 
hear  about  them,  so  we  can  pass  the  word 
along. 

— Mike  Riegle 
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Mark  J.  Dapolito 

BOSTON — A  memorial  service  was  held 
Sept.  15  for  Mark  J.  Dapolito,  who  died 
June  20  after  a  lengthy  AIDS-related 
illness.  He  was  35. 

A  native  of  Lyons,  N.Y.,  Mark  was 
valedictorian  of  his  class  at  Lyons  Central 
School,  and  went  on  to  receive  a  B.A. 
degree  with  honors  from  the  Crane  School 
of  Music  at  the  State  University  of  New 
York  (SUNY)  at  Potsdam.  In  1978,  he 
moved  to  Boston  and  soon  became 
associated  with  many  of  the  major  classical 
music  performing  organization  in  town. 

Known  for  his  impeccable  musicianship 
and  sweet  lyric  tenor  voice,  Mark  was  a 
valued  member  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn 
Society,  the  John  Oliver  Chorale,  Banchetto 
Musicale,  Emmanuel  Music  and  the 
Tanglewood  Festival  Chorus.  During  his 
musical  career,  he  performed  at  Carnegie 
Hall,  Lincoln  Center,  Tanglewood, 
Symphony  Hall  in  Boston,  and  in 
Philadelphia  and  Chicago.  His  final 
appearance  was  in  Mozart’s  Coronation 
Mass  and  Vespers  with  Banchetto  Musicale 
in  March,  a  performance  that  was  later 
recorded  to  be  released  on  compact  disc. 

Mark  was  employed  by  the  MIT 
International  Food  and  Nutrition  Program  at 
the  Center  for  International  Studies,  where 
he  served  as  senior  assistant  editor  of  the 
United  Nations  University  Food  and 
Nutrition  Bulletin. 

Mark  is  survived  by  his  parents,  Joseph 
and  Gloria,  sister,  Anne,  grandparents,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anthony  Dapolito,  aunts,  uncles, 
many  cousins  and  numerous  friends.  During 
his  illness,  he  received  loving  care  from  the 
staff  at  the  MIT  Infirmary. 

Memorial  contributions  may  be  made  to 
the  Hospice  at  Mission  Hill,  18  Parker  Ave., 
Roxbury,  MA,  02120;  or  to  the  MIT  Music 
Library  (re:  Mark  Dapolito  Fund)  c/o  Jay 
Lucker,  14S-216,  MIT,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. 

Robert  Brigham 
Auld 

PROVINCETOWN,  Mass.  —  Robert 
Brigham  Auld  died  of  complications  due  to 
AIDS  at  his  home,  Aug.  29.  He  was  46. 

Brigham  lived  in  Boston  and  New  York 
City  before  moving  to  Provincetown  over 
two  years  ago.  He  had  summered  here  for 
more  than  20  years. 

Before  retiring  from  the  interior 
landscape  design  business,  Brigham 
attracted  an  illustrious  clientele.  Virginia 
Graham,  a  big  client,  introduced  Lucille 
Ball  and  Paulette  Goddard  to  his  design 
work.  Actress  Susan  Hayward  was  a  source 
of  great  inspiration  to  Brigham.  He  also  ran 
“Terestria,”  a  rooftop  greenhouse  in  New 
York  City,  and  during  the  holiday  seasons 
of  1986  and  1987,  he  designed  and  installed 
all  of  the  decorations  at  the  Trump  Towers. 

In  1989,  Brigham  was  elected  president 
of  the  Provincetown  Positive  People  with 
AIDS  Coalition,  an  office  he  held  until  his 
death.  His  passion  for  the  principles  of  self¬ 
empowerment  were  widely  acclaimed,  and 
he  was  an  acknowledged  leader  of  the  local 
response  to  the  AIDS  crisis. 

Brigham  is  survived  by  his  mother, 
Gertrude  M..  father,  Robert  F.,  sister, 
Geraldine  Correia,  brother  Ronald  J.,  cousin 
Ellen  Leahy,  four  nieces,  two  nephews,  one 


grand-nephew,  a  sister-in-law  and  a  brother- 
in-law.  Among  the  many  friends  he  leaves 
are  Jim  Rann,  Pasquale  Natale,  Jeffrey 
Maienza  and  John  Perry  Ryan. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  at  the 
Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  House  Sept. 
9.  Memorial  donations  in  Brigham’s  name 
may  be  made  to  the  Provincetown  AIDS 
Support  Group  and  the  Positive  PWA 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1465,  Provincetown, 
MA  02657. 

T.j.  Myers 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Charismatic 
heartthrob  of  the  a  cappella  group.  The 
Flirtations,  lead  dancer  with  the  Rachel 
Lampert  Dance  company  and 
organizational  whiz  kid  of  the  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis  (GMHC),  Terryl  Joseph  “T.J.” 
Myers  died  peacefully  of  complications  due 
to  AIDS  Aug.  28.  He  had  moved  just  days 
before  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco  to 
join  his  lover  Michael  Weiss. 

Bom  Feb.  7,  1960,  in  California,  T.J.  had 
always  wanted  to  live  in  his  sunny 
birthstate.  A  singer,  dancer,  actor, 
choreographer,  producer,  teacher,  graphics 
designer  and  adventurer,  T.J.  was  a  man  of 
boundless  energy  and  talent. 

There  was  seemingly  nothing  he  couldn’t 
do,  nothing  he  couldn’t  make  happen.  He 
had  the  quickest  mind  I've  ever  seen.  And 
there  was  nothing  he  loved  more  than  a 
challenge. 

When  he  came  to  New  York  after 
graduating  Phi  Beta  Kappa  from  the 
University  of  Iowa  (the  state  where  he  spent 
most  of  his  youth),  he  quickly  became  a 
lead  dancer  with  Rachel  Lampert’s  modem 
dance  troupe.  He  danced  with  several  other 
companies,  including  M.T.A.  and  the  TNT 
Dancers,  and  in  numerous  shows  and 
industrials.  He  also  taught  at  the  Jofffey. 

T.J.  was  what  you’d  call  a  “natural”  — 
dancing  came  easily  to  him.  He  was  a 
choreographer’s  dream;  not  only  could  he 
remember  whole  combinations  of  steps 
from  a  rehearsal  several  weeks  earlier,  he 
was  at  home  in  every  conceivable  dance 
style.  He  moved  with  absolute  surety  and 
dramatic  understanding.  He  was  all 
confidence  and  concentration. 

T.J.  brought  these  same  qualities  to  this 
work  with  the  Flirtations.  Even  in  his  illness 
he  would  somehow  rise  to  the  occasion, 
turning  on  all  that  T.J.  electricity  and 
warmth.  Of  course,  his  boyish  good  looks 
and  sexy  pop  voice  didn’t  hurt;  audiences 
simply  fell  in  love  with  him. 

So  did  everyone  at  GMHC.  T.J.  worked 
in  the  Department  of  Client  Services  for 
several  years,  where  he  developed  their 
excellent  resource  directory  for  New  York, 
Living  with  AIDS.  He  also  brought  the 
Department  into  the  computer  age, 
changing  most  of  its  operational  procedures 
and  making  them  far  more  efficient. 

T.J.’s  unexpected  death  left  behind  an 
army  of  friends,  relatives  and 
acquaintances:  his  lover,  Michael,  (will  we 
ever  forget  their  matching  homemade 
Mickey  Mouse  Gay  Pride  shirts?);  brother, 
Randy,  and  Randy’s  lover,  Jimmy  Mello; 
mother,  Shirley;  three  sisters;  one  other 
brother;  Rachel  Lampert  and  countless 
dance  partners,  students  and 
choreographers;  the  “FAB-ulous  Flirts,”  (as 
he  used  to  call  them)  with  whom  he  created 
something  that  transcended  the  sum  of  their 
lives;  scores  of  co-workers  at  GMHC;  and 
thousands  of  friends  and  fans. 

The  family  requests  that  memorial 
contributions  be  made  to  the  University  of 
Iowa  Dance  Department  or  an  appropriate 
AIDS  organization.  Donations  will  be 
collected  by  The  Flirtations,  P.O.  Box  421, 
Prince  St.  Station,  New  York,  N.Y.  10012- 
0008. 

It’s  little  consolation,  but  I’m  glad  his 
final  concert  with  The  Flirts  was  one  of 
those  thrilling,  magical  performances.  I’m 
glad  he  made  it  back  to  California,  and  I’m 
glad  Michael  was  at  his  side  at  the  end. 

Jon  Arterton 

Vincent  John 
Damian  Tutela 

BOSTON — Vincent  John  Damian  Tutela. 
former  owner  of  the  Shipwreck  Inn  in 
Provincetown,  Mass.,  died  of  AIDS  Aug.  3. 
He  was  37. 

Vincent  grew  up  in  Somerville,  Mass., 
and  attended  city  schools,  where,  at  the  age 
of  12,  he  met  his  lifetime  companion. 


Michael  Ferry.  In  1974,  he  graduated  from 
Tufts  University.  After  graduation,  Vincent 
was  the  office  manager  for  an  investment 
advisors  firm  for  6  years. 

In  1980,  he  became  manager  of  the 
Watership  Inn  in  Provincetown  and  began 
his  love  affair  with  the  town  at  the  tip  of 
Cape  Cod.  Each  year  he  spent  six  months  in 
P-town  and  six  months  in  Boston.  In  1984, 
Vince  realized  his  longtime  dream  and 
bought  his  own  guesthouse,  which  he 
named  the  Shipwreck  Inn.  He  was  active  in 
the  Provincetown  Business  Guild,  but  was 
most  known  for  the  wonderful  hospitality 
he  showed  to  all  who  came  to  the  Inn.  In 
1989,  Vincent  sold  his  beloved  Inn  and 
moved  to  Boston  to  be  with  his  lover  and 
family  year  round. 

Vincent  will  be  remembered  for  his  love 
of  architecture,  antiques,  his  garden, 
dancing  and  shopping.  He  is  survived  by  his 
lover  of  20  years,  Michael  Ferry,  his  loving 
parents,  Diamante  and  Florence,  his  brother 
and  his  two  devoted  sisters.  Burial  was  in 
Mt.  Auburn  Cemetery  in  Cambridge  on 
Aug.  6. 


Kenneth  M.  Leet 

BOSTON  —  Kenneth  M.  Leet,  longtime 
resident  of  the  Fenway  area  of  Boston,  died 
Sept.  25  in  the  company  of  friends  at  the 
Hospice  of  Mission  Hill,  of  AIDS-related 
causes.  He  was  65  years  old. 

Ken  was  bom  in  Ipswich  on  Nov.  10, 
1924,  the  son  of  Minnie  E.  Spencer  and  the 
late  Clarence  M.  Leet.  He  was  educated  in 
Ipswich  public  schools,  graduating  in  1942. 

Ken  entered  the  U.S.  Army  in  1943  and 
served  two  enlistments  as  a  military 
policeman  in  the  European  Theater.  After 
the  war,  Ken  worked  for  an  insurance 
company  in  New  York  City.  He  later 
returned  to  Boston,  working  first  as  an 
office  manager  for  10  years  at  the  Lee  Tire 
and  Rubber  Company,  and  then  for  the 
Hobart  Manufacturing  Company  for 
another  25  years.  He  retired  in  1987. 

Ken  is  survived  by  his  mother,  two 
brothers,  Charles  R.  and  Donald  F.,  both  of 
Ipswich,  and  close  friends,  Peggy  and 
Bobby  Carmody,  Tyrone  Cobb,  and  Eddie 
Whitman. 

Ken’s  sharp  wit,  sense  of  humor  and 
kindness  to  those  in  need  will  be  missed  by 
those  whose  lives  he  touched. 

Memorial  contributions  may  be  made  to 
the  Hospice  at  Mission  Hill,  20  Parker  Ave., 
Boston,  MA  02120. 

Eddie  Whitman  and  J.  Carll  Storti 


John  J.  Seager,  Jr. 

BOSTON  —  John  J.  Seager,  Jr.,  died 
Sept.  17  at  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 
following  a  long  illness. 

Bom  in  New  London,  Conn.,  he  was  the 
son  of  Mary  T.  Motherway  Seager  and  the 
late  John  J.  Seager,  Jr.  John  graduated  from 
Malden  High  School  in  1975.  John  was  also 
a  graduate  of  the  Boston  Ballet  School,  the 
Boston  Conservatory  of  Dance,  the  Joe 
Ame’  Associates  Voice  Studio  and  the 
David  McCloskey  Voice  Institute. 

As  a  professional  dancer,  John  worked 
with  the  Ramon  De  Los  Reyes  Dance 
Theatre,  the  Boston  Dance  Studio,  the 
Boston  Conservatory  Opera  (where  he 
performed  in  L'Egisto  and  The  Flying 
Dutchman),  the  National  Ballet  of  Cuba,  the 
Madrid  Spanish  Dance  Theatre,  the  Top  of 
the  Hub-Club  Performance  and  the  Theatre 
Flamenco  of  San  Francisco,  where  he  was 
dancer,  soloist  and  choreographer. 

John  was  seen  on  Broadway  in  The  Love 
Witch,  and  in  a  film  called  The  Europeans, 
with  Lee  Remick.  He  also  made  several 
television  appearances. 

John  is  survived  by  his  mother,  his  sister, 
Maryann,  two  brothers,  Kevin  D.  and  C. 
Fred,  a  niece,  Marie,  a  nephew,  Eric  C.  and 
several  aunts  and  uncles. 

Contributions  in  John’s  memory  may  be 
made  to  the  AIDS  Action  Committee,  131 
Clarendon  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 16. 

GCN  encourages  anyone  who  would  like 
to  submit  orbituaries  for  publication  to  do 
so.  We  ask  that  orbituaries  be  typed, 
double-spaced,  and  limited  to  500  words,  if 
possible.  Include  a  photograph,  if  available. 
We  offer  writing  assistance  upon  request. 
Contact  the  News  department  if  you  have 
any  questions  or  would  like  to  make  a 
submission. 
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N.  SHORE  GAY  &  If  SBIAN  ALLIANCE 


NORTH  SHORE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
ALLIANCE  ANNUAL  AUCTION. 

SUNDAY  OCTOBER  1 4  3PM 
UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
NORTH  SHORE  CHURCH 

323  Locus!  St.,  Danvers,  MA 

JOIN  US  FOR  OUR  BIGGEST 
FUNDRAISER  !  WEEKENDS  IN 
P-TOWN,  RESTAURANTS,  ART 
OBJECTS,  ANTIQUES,  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AND  MUCH  MORE 

$3.00  ADMISSION  INCLUDES 
A  TICKET  FOR  OUR  50/50  RAFFLE 

Wheelchair  accessible  (508)  745-3848 
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"The  Les  Miz'  satire  is  perfect . 
it's  worth  the  whole  evening!" 

-  Kevin  Kelly.  80s  ton  Globe 
"  Explosively  funny  bits!" 

Joyce  Kulhawtk.  WBL-TV 


DINNEBSHOW 
PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE 


357-8384 

GROUP  RATES 
426  6444 

iTlil  S42  1701 


Someone  wants 
to  meet  you 


★  Match-Mate's  Super  Computer  record- Your  private  voice  Mailbox 
has  capacity  for  3,000  Mail¬ 
boxes.  Each  Mailbox  has  staying 
power  of  at  least  14  days. 

*  Privacy  and  Confidentiality  is  hear- Messages  other  callers  have 

Guaranteed.  left  on  our  Message  Center. 


retrieve- M essages  other  callers 
have  left  in  your  Mailbox 


1-900-820-8025 


Caller  must  be  18  years  or  older. 


Holly 

Continued  from  centercpread 

overachievers.  She  also  struggles  with  a 
negative  body  image.  In  both  cases  she 
swings  widely  from  feeling  beautiful  and 

talented  to  feeling  ugly  and  inadequate. 
These  troubles  drove  her  to  several  bouts  of 
overwork  and  collapse,  complicated  her 
back  surgery,  and  did  harm  to  the  voice  that 
is  her  way  of  meeting  the  world.  While  such 
problems  are  not  easily  conquered,  to 
preserve  her  career  she  had  to  retrench 
physically  and  mentally,  a  task  which 
comsumed  much  of  1985.  Her  battles  with 
these  problems  become  somewhat  of  a 
recurring  theme  in  the  book. 

I  said  at  the  beginning  that  the  writing 
was  not  the  attraction  of  this  book.  The 
attraction  is  that  besides  getting  in  on  the 
gossip  of  Holly  Near's  life  and  finding  out 
what  movies  she  was  in,  reading  it  feels  like 
having  a  well-travelled  artist  sit  down  and 
talk  with  you  like  a  friend,  sharing  things 
that  are  close  to  her  heart.  Unless  you  come 
to  it  predisposed  to  mistrust  and  dislike,  you 
will  feel  engaged  by  Near's  sincere 
personality,  unselfconscious  openness,  and 
interesting  journeys. 

"[The  album]  was  recorded  [live] 
October,  1989]  in  Oakland  shortly  after  the 
earthquake, "Near  says,  "and  there's  a  kind  of 
high  intensity  in  the  audience  because  it  was 
one  of  the  first  times  people  had  gathered  in 
a  public  building  together.  There  were 
ripples  in  the  sidewalk  out  front,  and  just 
before  we  started  the  concert  there  was  a 
brownout  in  the  electrical  system.  It  was  an 
exciting  night,  I  tried  to  pick  songs  that  were 
a  cross-section  of  styles,  to  allow  the 
influences  of  people  who  had  really  touched 
my  life,  whom  I  had  learned  from,  to  be 
present."  The  concert  was  accompanied  only 
by  piano,  but  some  songs  later  received 
studio  overdubs  by  guest  muscians, 
including  Melissa  Etheridge  on  the  title 
track.  "A  concert  of  piano  and  voice  is  fine, 
but  you  play  an  album  over  and  over  and  I 
thought  it  would  make  for  more  interesting 
repetitive  listening  to  have  varying 
textures,"  Near  says. 

Live  performance  is  the  best  way  to  hear 
Holly  Near,  and  a  live  album  is  the  next  best 
way.  This  recording  manages  to  capture  the 
feeling  of  an  auditorium  and  an  audience 
without  the  brittle,  shallow  sound  often 
found  in  live  recordings.  After  six  years  of 
collaboration,  Near  and  pianist  John 
Bucchino  have  achieved  a  stylistic 
communion  —  have  become  virtually  one 
performer  —  as  if  her  voice  and  his  hands 
were  controlled  by  the  same  mind.  They 
continue  to  pursue  the  admirably  crisp  and 
simple  arrangements  that  made  last  year's 
Sky  Dances  so  musically  effective. 

The  previously  recorded  songs  all  belong 
on  any  list  of  the  essential  Holly  Near.  From 
her  1984  collaboration  with  Inti  Illimani, 
"Sing  To  Me  The  Dream"  and  "Te  Doy  Una 
Cancion"  (by  Silvio  Rodriguez)  have 
soaring  melodies  of  enduring  beauty.  And 
"Singing  For  Our  Lives"  has  spread  farther 
even  than  the  peripatetic  Near  has  travelled. 
"The  Great  Peace  March,"  (often  performed 
but  first  recorded  here,  has  much  of  the  TV- 
movie  theme  about  it,  (especially  as 
overdubbed  with  lots  of  synthesized  sound), 
but  succeeds  because  of  a  musically  and 
lyrically  strong  chorus:  "We  will  have 
peace.  We  will  because  we  must.  We  must 
because  we  cherish  life.. .It  is  not  an  empty 
dream  to  walk  in  a  powerful  path  ..."  "Si 
Buscabas,"  written  and  recorded  by  the 
Nicaraguan  group  Guardabarranco  on  their 
Redwood  album,  is  an  impassioned  love 
lyric  grateful  for  Near's  voice,  and  she  sings 
it  with  particular  sweep  and  commitment. 

Near  and  Bucchino  give  a  stylistically 
convincing  arrangement  of  Bernice 
Reagon's  "Ella's  Song  (We  Who  Believe  In 
Freedom),"  backed  up  by  the  powerful 
vocals  of  Rhiannon  and  Linda  Tillery.  She 
follows  this  with  "Harriet  Tubman"  (better 
known  as  "Lifeline”),  a  well-known  but 
always  satisfying  song. 

Of  her  own  new  material,  the  title  song  is 
most  memorable,  perking  with  rhythmic 
energy,  and  the  text  mixes  up  an  interesting 
metaphor  of  a  dove  flying  through  a  storm, 
seeing  the  people  below  and  singing  to  them 
to  join  her. 

A  dove  flies  free  from  the  prison  bars 
And  lights  the  candles  with  the  stars 
And  carries  news  home  from  afar 
She's  a  singer  in  the  storm. 

He  who  joins  with  peoples'  voices 
He  who  honors  women's  choices 
He  who  dares  to  cry,  rejoices 
With  the  singer  in  the  storm. 

She  does  not  fear  the  raging  wind  that 
calls  her  into  song 

Near's  work  has  often  been  at  its  most 
exciting  when  she  collaborates  with  other 
muscians.  This  recording  moves  onto  an 
entirely  different  plane  when  Mercedes  Sosa 


onto  an  entirely  different  plane  when 
Mercedes  Sosa  and  her  band  join  Near  on 
stage.  Near  calls  her  "a  deep  force,"  and 
indeed  when  she  is  first  heard  here  the 
description  seems  perfect.  The  two  singers 
perform  Sting's  song  of  Chile's  disappeared, 
"They  Dance  Alone."  in  a  stunning  bilingual 
arrangement  that  is  so  touching  and 
powerful  in  both  medium  and  message  that 
it  must  be  heard  to  be  believed.  Finally,  they 
close  the  recording  with  "Todavia 
Cantamos,"  an  anthem  of  perserverance  in 
struggle  that  fairly  lifts  the  listener  out  of 
her  seat.  These  two  tracks  are  the  gems  at 
the  heart  of  the  album,  and  could  make  even 
a  mediocre  collection  worthwhile.  Near  may 
have  learned  to  relax  in  1985,  but  there  is 
some  strain  evident  in  her  voice,  especially 
on  Side  1  of  the  new  album  that  sounds  like 
tension  resulting  from  being  tired,  and  I 
hope  she  plans  to  take  good  care  of  herself 
and  her  instrument.  But  certainly  she  is  less 
hyperactive  in  an  interview  than  she  was  in 
the  early  days.  Luckily  for  us  she  hasn't 
stopped  thinking  and  planning.  The  wheels 
are  set  in  motion  for  Near's  return  visit  to 
Hanoi,  more  than  15  years  after  she  first 
went  there,  and  that  promises  some  good 
music-making.  "This  [book/record]  tour  is 
starting  to  take  on  an  identity  for  me  which  I 
hadn't  planned  on.  I've  been  in  a  lot  of 
airports  lately,  especially  in  the  South,  and 
maybe  as  many  as  five  out  of  seven  people 
in  the  airport  are  kids  being  mobilized. 
Women  have  been  coming  into  some  of  the 
book  signings  in  full  uniform  saying,  'I 
came  to  say  goodbye.  I'm  being  shipped  out 
tomorrow.'  I've  never  seen  a  mobilization 
before  --  when  Johnson  sent  troops  to 
Vietnam,  I  was  still  in  high  school.  So  this 
tour  is  starting  to  become  something  of  an 
invitation  to  people,  regardless  of  how  they 
feel  about  any  particular  issue,  who  are 
trying  to  make  their  lives  make  sense  at  this 
time,  to  come  together  for  an  evening  and 
listen  to  songs,  and  somehow  remember  that 
there  is  this  spark  of  hope.  I'm  looking 
forward  to  that  opportunity,  I  think  it  will  be 
good  for  us;  it  will  be  good  for  me." 


HOLLY  NEAR  IN  THE  NORTHEAST 

•Boston  10/21 

•  Barre,VT  11/4 

•  Poughkeepsie  11/10 
•Amherst  11/2 
•Troy,  NY  11/8 

•  Stamford, CT  11/14 

•  Nassau, NH  11/3 
•Utica, NY  11/9 

•  New  York  12/7 


CLT 

Continued  from  page  14 
fight  for  their  preservation. 

Moir  says  that  support  for  “a  well¬ 
functioning  state  government”  represents  a 
shift  for  gay  and  lesbian  activists,  whose 
agenda  has  often  been  “very  anarchistic.” 
She  told  GCN  that  a  number  of  forces  have 
combined  to  change  that  relationship  to  state 
government  for  some  activists.  For  instance, 
said  Moir,  “the  AIDS  crisis  has  made  us 
more  aware  of  our  need  for  services.  Upward 
mobility,  which  seemed  to  be  a  kind  of 
standard  in  the  gay  male  community,  is 
meaningless  when  you  have  a  fatal  disease.” 
Moir  added,  “Our  natural  alliances  are  not 
with  corporate  America.”  She  said  that 
layoffs  in  social  services  have  also  made 
community  members  more  aware  of  their 
position  in  the  economy. 

“We  need  a  revolution,”  she  said,  “but  in 
the  meantime,  we  need  to  survive.” 

The  next  meeting  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
group  opposing  the  CLT  petition  will  be  held 
Oct.  11  in  room  957  at  Boston  City  Hall. 

Silber/Weld 

Continued  from  1 1 

minimum  wage  to  $10  and  forcing 
corporations  to  pay  state  taxes.  “This 
campaign  is  an  alternative,”  Stevens  told 
GCN. 

No  gay  organization  has  yet  made  an 
endorsement  in  the  governor’s  race.  Gorton 
said  that  it  was  “very  plausible”  that  the 
Mliance  would  ultimately  make  no 
ndorsement,  while  LaFontaine  said  that  if 
the  Coalition  endorses  Weld,  it  will  couple 
that  endorsement  with  opposition  to 
Question  3.  Said  Arline  Isaacson  of 
Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus,  “This  year  is  noteworthy  in  that 
progressives  are  struggling  to  understand 
what  to  do.” 
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Make  the  right  selection  —  Gay  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  persona!"  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  nght  one. 


Only  $1-00  per  minute 
Mum  he  18  year*  or  older 


1-900-370-2266 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 


DIAL  NOW  GUYS  ARE  WAITING! 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  New s,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes 
only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to 
Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


You  can't  say,  Tve  never  put  in  a  personal  and  ordi¬ 
narily  /  wouldn't ”  bee  cause  everyone  says  that  now  - 
and  it  doesn't  mean  anything.  But  -  it's  true.  I  have 
never  done  this.  I  am  GWF.  (Why  do  people  write 
LF  -  is  there  some  other  kind  of  lesbian?),  26. 
Recently  moved  to  Boston.  1  am  an  independent 
filmmaker,  not  working  on  a  film  right  now. 
Actually,  I  can't  bear  to  leave  the  thrill  of  unemploy¬ 
ment.  Sincerely  looking  for  someone  24+,  Race  is 
unimportant.  If  you  love:  Sandra  Bernhard,  John 

Waters  (before  Cry  Baby),  most  music . You  are 

sincere  and  absolutely,  positively  have  a  sense  of 
humor.  I  would  like  to  go  out  for  a  drink.  Write  to  me 
GCN  Box  GER.  -(15) 


DO  YOU  NEED  A  QUICK  PICK-UP? 

Seeking  generous  individuals  to  donate  treasures,  col¬ 
lectibles  and  services  for  flea  market  to  benefit  Pride 
Committee  and  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Center.  Pics 
(of  goods)  helpful  but  not  necessary!  Lv  msg  262-7760  for 
free  and  friendly  pick  up.  (13) 


KEEP  IT  COMING 

Looking  for  some  hot,  hard  and  hunky  fun  or  a  lusty 
lost  weekend  at  the  beach?  Realize  your  fantasies  - 
and  more  -  by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  GCN.  GCN 
personals  are  fast,  private  and  effective  way  to  meet 
people  who  share  your  taste  for  adventure  and  under¬ 
stand  that  a  little  imagination  goes  a  long  way. 


Announcements 


YOU  WANT  IT  -  NOW  YOU  GOT  IT! 

Better  than  a  Dating  Service  but  less  "Bullshit"  than 
phone  lines,  REAL  MEN  CLUB,  for  a  lover,  new 
friend,  or  group  fun.  (617)848-0027.  (14) 


ROMANCING  ALONE? 

Try  the  friendly  alternative  —  JUST  WOMEN  —  Call 
Pat  or  Chris  at  (617)  849-9999.  Serving  New 
England's  Womens  community.  Relationships  for 
women! 


GLAD  SEARCH  FOR  BOARD  MEMBERS 

Applicants  interested  in  positions  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  GLAD  should  send  biographical  info 
and  letter  of  interest  to  Board  Search,  GLAD,  Box 
218,  Boston,  MA.  02112,  by  October  8,  1990. 
Organizational  skills,  including  administration, 
fundraising  and  outreach,  are  desirable.  People  of 
color  and  non-attorneys  are  strongly  encouraged  to 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 


Portuguese  male,  23,  seeking  live  in  position  general 
household  services,  licensed  from  culinary  school. 
Drivers  license.  Speak  some  English.  Please  contact 
Jose  Medeiros  at  625-0906.  (14) 


Real  Estate 


Lowell  —  Best  on  market  for  price!  Charming  two- 
bedroom  antique  Victorian,  2  parlors,  2  baths,  hard¬ 
wood  floors,  wood  stove,  in  friendly,  historic  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Owners  moving,  must  sell!  Call  (508) 
441-2443.  $74,900.  (14) 


ROSLINDALE,  Lg.  Viet,  in  superb  cond.,conv.  loc., 
2  baths,  4+  BR.  Low  $200's.  Call  owner  (617)  325- 
8165.  (13) 


Services 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  'Sports  Medicine  -Diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease  -Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


Gay  and  Lesbian 


Hefpine 


617-267-9001  tty/voice 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 
(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  OHIO 
MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


DLC 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  bade  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Help  W  a  n  t  e 


SEE  PAGE  4  FOR  JOB  OPENINGS  AT  GCN 

We  have  openings  for  our  Display  Advertising 
Coordinator  postion  and  our  Word  Processing  / 
Classifieds  Coordinator  position  (20) 


ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR 

For  Astraea,  National  Lesbian  Action  Foundation: 
multi-cultural  grantmaking  org,  supports  lesbian  & 
other  women’s  proj.  Coordinate  leadership  dev.  & 
training  prog.;  fundraising.  Community  org.,  prog.  & 
Orgs.  Position  avail,  immed.  S30K  +  ben.  Lesbians 
&  women  of  color  encouraged  to  apply.  Resume, 
cov.  ltr.  to  Katherine  Acey,  Exec.  Dir.,  THE 
ASTRAEA  FOUNDATION,  666  B'way  Ste  520,  NY, 
NY  10012.  (13) 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

For  statewide  grassroots  domestic  violence  organiza¬ 
tion.  Personnel  supervision,  grant  writing  and  fiscal 
abilities  a  must.  Formerly  battered  women  and 
women  of  color  encouraged  to  apply.  Resume  to: 
Search  Committee;  NYSCADV;  The  Women's 
Building;  79  Central  Avenue;  Albany,  NY  12206. 

(14) 


WORK  FOR  PEACE  AND  JUSTICE 

Change  U.S.  policy  towards  Central  America.  The 
Central  Amercia  Solidarity  Assoc,  is  hiring  evening 
phonebankers  for  S7.15  an  hour.  Please  call  Rebecca 
or  Pam  at  492-8699.  (14) 


MODELS  WANTED 

Many  models  are  still  needed  (male  and  female)  for 
fashion  shows  and  upcoming  catalogue  to  benefit 
A.I.D.S.  No  experience  needed.  Boston  location. 
Not  an  agency.  Please  call  for  more  information. 
(603)742-8503.  (13) 


FUNDRAISER 

Bilingual  community/organization  seeks  self-moti¬ 
vated  individual  to  implement  diverse  fundraising 
strategy  including  solicitation.  Salary  and  hours 
negotiable.  City  Life,  Vida  Urbana  defends  tenant 
lights,  advocates  for  affordable  housing  and  conducts 
community  education  programs.  Send  resume  to: 
City  Life/Vida  Urbana,  335  Lamartine  St.,  J.P.,  MA. 
02130.  (13) 


SECRETARY 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  &  Defenders  (GLAD) 
seeks  4/5ths  time  support  staff  for  AIDS  Law  Project 
Director/Staff  Attorney.  Word  processing,  tele¬ 
phones,  general  secretarial  duties.  S14.000  plus 
health  insurance.  Persons  of  Color  encouraged  to 
apply.  Spanish  speaking  preferred.  Resumes  to 
GLAD,  P.O.  Box  218,  Boston,  MA  02112  by 
October  15,  1990.  (13) 


Roommate  Wante 


BEVERLY  HOME  TO  SHARE 

Near  Commuter  Rail,  3  bdrm,  2  bath,  kitchen,  laun¬ 
dry.  No  pets.  Non-smoking.  $400/mo.  heat  included. 
Info  call  (508)  927-1509.  (13) 


BROOKLINE 

BiF  seeks  F  28+  for  2  BR  condo.  Clean,  quiet,  sunny, 
modem,  near  T.  Roof  deck,  hardwood  floors,  W/D, 
off-street  parking  avail.  $500  incl.  heat/h.w.  Call 
Lisa/Kathy  731-6869.  (13) 


Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn,  recy¬ 
cling,  shared  meals  seeks  L/BiF.  $330+.  Near  Davis 
Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or  623-0703. 
No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min.  alcohol.  (13) 


TEELE  SQUARE 

2  LFs  seek  third  to  share  3  bedroom  apartment  near 
Tufts  and  Davis  Square  T.  Non-smoker  preferred. 
Landlord  won't  allow  pels.  S317  per  month  plus  utili¬ 
ties.  623-3414.  Leave  message.  Available  10/1.  (15) 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Three  men  living  in  a  fabulous  eight  room  apt  look¬ 
ing  for  roommate.  Two  minutes  to  T-stop  & 
Arboretum.  $400.00.  Fun,  quiet,  driveway,  activists. 
524-7271.  (13) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

2  lesbians  &  cat  seek  3rd  for  large  3  floor  apt.Off 
street  parking.  Alcohol  &  chern  free.  Steps  to  buses, 
10  min  to  Harvard  Sq.  Avail,  now.  385+.  923-4370. 

(13) 


WORCESTER 

LF  &  2  cats  seeks  LF  for  large  sunny  apt.  Wrap¬ 
around  porch,  garden,  off-street  parking,  w/d.  $285 
plus  util.  No  smoking.  Avail  immed.  (508)  753-9066. 

(16) 


2  L's  in  independent,  but  friendly  JP  house  seek  2 
more  .  No  smoking.  $239.50  and  $265.00  per  mo. 
Close  to  orange  and  green  lines.  Available  9/land 
9/15.  Please  call  983-0599.  (20) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  our  coop,  political,  cozy  and 
goofy  home.  Near  orange  and  green  lines.  $225+ 
for  Nov.  1st  call  522-9351.  (13) 


LF  non-smoker,  neat,  semi-veg.  for  sunny,  quiet,  safe 
2nd-fl.  in  house  in  Watertown  near 
Cambridge/Waltham  bus.  Porches,  parking,  W/D, 
No  more  pets.  $425+.  Call  923-9087.  (13) 


2  LFs  looking  for  L/BiF  for  3  bdr.  in  Davis  Square. 
$261+.  3  minutes  from  T.  Non-smoking.  Available 
10/15  or  11/1.  Call  666-8118.  (13) 


ARE  YOU  LOOKING? 

We  have  an  opening  for  a  third  roomate  to  share  rent 
and  expenses.  We  are  located  in  Dorchester,  on  the 
Red  line.  Safe  neighborhood,  and  on  street  parking. 
Call  288-4468  or  426-4469  (ask  for  Frank).  Rent  is 
$400  per  month  plus  util,  and  phone.  Short-term  ok! 

(14) 


2  LF's  plus  2  cats  seek  3rd  for  beautiful  East 
Arlington  apt.  No  smoke/pets,  minimum  alcohol. 
Near  T,  pond,  Cambridge.  Porch,  yard,  and  fireplace. 
Call  643-4009  or  643-2426.  (13) 


LF  with  2  cats  seek  LF  for  temp  or  p-time  roomie  in 
J.P.  chem,  smoke  free.  Close  to  T,  rent  negot. 
175/250  plus.  522-2332.  (13) 


Roommate  to  share  4-bedroom,  2  bath  home  in 
Natick  wis.  Washer,  Dryer  —  Convenient  to  Pike. 
Avail.  Sept.  15th.  $350  plus.  508-651-8240.  (13) 


NORTH  OF  BOSTON 

Prof.  GF  to  share  spacious  home  w/country  charm  in 
beautiful  area.  F/P,  W/D,  parking,  15  min.  to  beach¬ 
es,  25  min.  to  Boston.  No  smokers!  $334/month 
plus  util.  Call  (508)  777-5765.  (13) 


PORTER  SQUARE 

Friendly,  easy  going,  semi-coop  of  2  LF,  2  SF  ages 
24-30  seek  L  to  complete  house.  Sunny  HW  floors, 
fireplace,  porch,  VCR,  MTV,  PMS,  1  1/2  bath.  Quiet 
street,  parking,  1  blk.  from  red  line.  Available  Nov. 
1.  Rent  $265  plus.  Pis.  call  Marilyn,  Rex,  Julia,  or 
Tracy  at  625-33 14.  (13) 


Allston  M  or  F  for  1  bdrm.  in  funky  hsehld.  Easy 
parking,  safe  neighborhood,  near  trans.,  photo  dkrm., 
have  kittens.  $254Ano.  Call  783-2407.  (14) 


Waltham:  LF  needs  roommate  to  share  2  bdrm.  apt., 
dishwasher,  laundry,  parking,  view  on  pond,  pool, 
near  stores.  S375/mo.  (heat  and  hot  water  incl.)  Call 
899-2976.  (14) 


r  "g "ako "m VunIty’  n  e  ws  clasIFfT eds"  ’ 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room1  |ust  keep  writing  on  i  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25C  per  word  (35*  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  254 
for  each  additional  word. 

O  Business:  58  for  1st  25  words;  354  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 
C  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  C  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $ . 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  2 1-30 consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  . 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  1  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□  $15  per  column  inch 

_ .inches  x  $15  $_ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  021  IS 


Name 

Address 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate  Wante 

TRY  GCN'S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE 
ADS  THAT  ARE  PREPAID  FOR 
TWO  WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 

You  must  all  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  alls  for 
renewals  will  be  accepted  all  day  Mondays 
and  Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469 

TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets, 
drugs.  $275Ano.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216.  (14) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Healthy  GM,  37,  PWA,  sober  alcoholic  seeks  room¬ 
mate  for  spacious  6  rm.  apt.  in  very  beautiful  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Must  be  sober,  non-smoker.  $500/mo. 
incl.  heat.  Call  David  at  524-6050.  (13) 


Non-smoking  LF  for  apt  Belmont/Camb.  line. 
Independent  Professional.  $325  incl  heat/hot  water. 
Laundry  in  bldg.  Near  bus/T.  Parking.  Avail  immed. 
Call  864-4314.  (13) 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE;  Handsome  mahogany  furnished  room  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security,  spacious¬ 
ness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to  down¬ 
town  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop.  Nonsmoking 
malesa.  $395  incl.  utilities.  665-6082  (13) 


SUNNY  VICTORIAN  -  BRIGHTON 

Own  room  in  pleasant  home  with  lesbian  prof,  cou¬ 
ple  and  2  year  old  son.  Near  T,  washcr/dryer,  other 
amenities.  $375  month  incl.  untilities  or  exchange 
housework  and  childcare  work  for  rent.  Call  254- 
5929.  (13) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  NEAR  ARBORETUM 

Lesbian  and  cat  seek  moderately  neat  and  quiet  pro¬ 
fessional  lesbian  for  2BR  apartment  with  study. 
$397.50  includes  heat.  522-6012  evenings.  No 
machine;  please  keep  trying.  (13) 


Apartments 


APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 

DORCHESTER  Lower  Mills/Milton  line,  near 
Walter  Baker.  Quiet  street,  walk  to  T.  Spacious 
duplex  apartment  in  charming  antique  2-family.  Two 
fireplaces,  hardwood  floors,  many  features.  Washer- 
dryer  hookup,  refrgerator.  Parking.  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  $750  plus  util.  Call  740-1029.  (14) 


SOUTH  END  SUNNY  CONDO 

3  BR  near  T,  schools,  hardwood  floors,  2  bay  win¬ 
dows,  dishwasher,  disposal,  marble  fireplace  avail¬ 
able  now!  $1250Mio.  (negotiable).  No  FEE.  Leave 
message  964-8773.  (13) 


DORCHESTER 

Renovated  6  rm,  2  bdroom,  hardwood  floors,  eat  in 
kitchen,  built  in  china,  back  porch  and  yard,  owner 
occ.  $600 Ano.  No  utilities.  282-3216  John.  (13) 


Chelsea  extra  large  brick  Victorian  bowfront  3/4 
bdrms.  Newer  kitchen,  2  baths,  hrdwd  firs.,  expsd 
brick,  small  yard/patio,  deck.  No  utilities. 
$1050Ano.  Call  887-0817.  (13) 


LG.  2  bed  in  Chelsea,  modem  kitchen,  modem  bath, 
deck/yard,  laundry  room,  near  T.  3-car  driveway. 
Avail.  11/15.  $950/mo.  plus  util.  Call  884-4853.  (14) 


Publications 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  avail¬ 
able.  This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  announcements 
concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI  48219.(ex) 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is 
49  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexu¬ 
al  advice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly, 
national,  unique  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6 
single  issue.  ON  OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114  (ex) 


V3:  Current  Issues;  DST  BERET  $1.25  Tech 
Machine  Faith  $1.25  FLYER  FREE!  MeU  V3  Green, 
53  Nahant  Ave.,  Winthrop,  MA.  02152.  Nude 
Warrant  Photos  Accepted.  (13) 


1991  Peace  Calendar  celebrating  longtime  peace  & 
justice  activists.  5  1/2X8  1/2  desk  size.  $9.95  each 
/4  for  $36.  Great  gifts!  War  Resisters  League,  339 
Lafayette  St.  Dept.  G.,  NY.  NY  10012.  (14) 


ATTENTION  GCN  BOX  HOLDERS  !!! 

All  GCN  Box  holders  should  contact  Bob  m  classi¬ 
fieds  at  426-4469  this  week  to  confirm  forwarding 
address  and  to  accept  receipt  of  mail  be  mg  held. 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  A4  groups  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  etc  .  .etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too') 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S4  50:  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S4  50:  Alabama  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina  Florida  Georgia.  Kansas  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklaboma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine  Maryland.  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver 
monl  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  tor  further  information,  send 
stamped  sell  addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  lor  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St. .  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


1990-91  DIRECTORY  OF  ALTERNATIVE  AND 
RADICAL  PUBLICATIONS 

Over  350  periodicals  listed  $3.00.  Write;  Alternative 
Press  Center,  P.O.  Box  33109,  Dept  D,  Baltimore, 
MD  21218.  (5) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  politi¬ 
cal,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50sub.  $6 
more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF, 
CA  94114.  (18.35) 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for 
one  year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  110,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.(16.33) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores, 
and  that's  why  our  unique  point-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call  800- 
892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES,  1912 
Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Moms,  IL  61054.(17.36) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women’s  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  -  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage. 
2423  18th  Sl  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009(ex) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Club,  POB  1422,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14. 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  cunent  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $1 8/Canada, 
$25/inslitulions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN’S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's  Research 
Center.  Wellesley,  MA  02181.(ex) 


Vacations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

With  19  charming  rooms,  100  scenic  mountain  acres, 
heated  pool,  hot  tub,  miles  of  walking  trails,  yummy 
breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy.  We're  your  perfect 
vacation  choice!  AU  summer  sports  and  spectacular 
fall  colors  loo!  The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G, 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and 
Judi,  Innkeepers.  (27) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown 
harbor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most 
rooms  w/private  bath  "OPEN  YEAR  ROUND."  7 
Winthrop  Streetm  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (508) 
487-0094.  (EOW) 


Organizations 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  SL  SF,  CA, 
94114.(16.1) 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30- 9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(15.32) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 


Moyers 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community  with  professionalism 
and  respecL  Very  careful  furniture  movers.  Piano 
and  hoisting  specialists.  Any  time  of  the  day,  any 
day  of  the  year.  No  overtime  charges,  354-2184, 
MDPU#  23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.)  MADPU#  325522. 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small.  Very  careful  movers 
641-1234. 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and 
used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck 
and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck. 
522-0826. 


ALL  AMERICAN  A  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding. 
Discount.  322-7343,  242-0772. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


I  TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON,1 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THF.1R  BONDAGE. 

LlexanderJBerkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


/ 


3 


PRISONERS:  THIS  SPACE  IS  MEANT 
TO  HELP  PEOPLE  MAKE  NEW 
FRIENDS.  AS  LONG  AS  WE  ARE 
RUNNING  BEHIND,  AS  WE  ARE  NOW, 
THAT'S  THE  TOP  PRIORITY  KIND  OF 
AD.  LOVE  NOTES  AND  OTHER 
MESSAGES  BETWEEN  PEOPLE  WHO 
ALREADY  KNOW  EACH  OTHER  WILL 
NOT  BE  RUN.  IF  WE  GET  CAUGHT  UP 
AND  HAVE  'EXTRA'  SPACE,  THEN 
WE'LL  BE  GLAD  10  RUN  MESSAGES. 
BUT  DONT  HOLD  YOUR  BREATH.  OK. 


I  The  St.  Clark’s  Anti-Poetry  Project  is  a 
way  for  prison  poets  to  be  heard.  They 
link  up  prisoner  poets  with  free  world 
poets  so  that  words  and  ideas  can  be  ex¬ 
changed.  Write  Gail  Schilke,  163  Ludlow 
St.— 2C,  New  York  NY  10002. 

I’m  a  44  yr  old  gay  man  in  excellent] 
condition,  with  many  interests  and  seeking  | 
friendship  with  anyone  who,  like  myself,  is 
lonely.  I  can't  write  other  prisoners.  Rodney 
ARCHAMBEAULT,  46789-079,  Box  1700 
BCS  1,  Phoenix,  AZ 

1 85027 _ 

Bisexual  Black  male  just  coming  out  of  the 
closet,  virgin,  looking  for  a  person  who's 
for  real  for  friendship.  Transsexuals,  Drag 
Queens  also  welcome  to  write.  Send  photo. 
Someone  out  there  show  this  lonely  virgin 
the  way.  Thurston  SIMMONS,  88TT  2669, 
Box  149,  Attica  NY 

14011. _ 


Gay,  Black  man,  Virgo,  30,  who's  not 
choicy  about  whom  I  correspond  with.  I'm 
sincere  and  a  voluptuous  caring  individual. 
Will  answer  all.  Carlos  NEWBERN,  PO 
Box  515,  N26214,  Joliet  IL 

60432. _ 

GM,  28,  very  lonely,  needing  friends  to 
write.  My  interests  are  music,  reading,  and 
writing.  Friendship  can  last  even  after 
release,  hopefully.  Can't  write  to  other 
prisoners.  Arthur  SAUCIER,  103519, 
Camp  A  Dorm  1,  La  State  Prison,  Angola 
LA  70712. 

j  I'm  33.  bi,  looking  for  a  dominant  partner, 
male  or  female,  of  any  race.  I  like  cooking, 
sewing,  quiet  evenings,  candle  lit  dinners 
j  and  discipline.  Write  me.  Steve  LEGGETT, 

1176696,  1755  Harwood  Rd,  Ionia  MI 
148846.  (Can’t  write  other 
1  prisoners.) 


I'm  in  need  of  a  lady  friend  that's  sensitive 
and  has  a  good  sense  of  humor.  Don’t  delay. 

]  I'll  be  waiting  patiently  for  a  reply  with  lots 
]  of  thoughts  and  feelings  to  share.  Your 
I  GCN  newspaper  helps  hold  me  together. 
I  Thanks  very  much.  Evelyn  PERKINS, 
327310,  PO  Box  7,  Lowell  FL 
32663. 


Young  looking  35  yr  old  Black  man  from 
Philadelphia,  not  looking  for  money,  but  for 
a  personable  person.  I  love  art,  people, 
music,  and  have  travelled  extensively.  I  also 
want  to  say  "Thank  you"  from  all  the 
hundreds  or  thousands  of  us  who  haven’t 
shared  those  words  with  you,  because  GCN 
you  give  us  hope:  of  finding  friendship  and 
of  feeling  connected  to  the  free  world,  and 
still  "valuable".  Edward  LOVE,  39369, 
Box  2500,  Lincoln  NE 
68502 _ 


Incarcerated  Black  male,  28,  would  like  to 
meet  someone  in  the  free  world.  Prefer 
gays,  TVs,  TSs,  or  bi-females.  Donald 
CURTIS,  86A3111,  Box  2000,  Pine  Cit 
N 

14871 . _ 

Former  NYC  school  teacher  desires 
correspondence.  Let  me  teach  you!  Richard 
ALLEN,  151-240,  Box  56,  Lebanon  ON 
45036 _ 

I'm  a  25  yr  old  pre-op  TS,  on  hormones, 
with  breast  implants,  and  very  feminine.  I'd 
like  to  hear  from  someone  in  the  Bay  Area 
who  might  be  able  to  help  me  find  work 
and  get  started  again..  Mercedes 
GULLICKSON,  PO  Box  D-32323,  Tamal 
CA  94974. _ 

|I  was  caught  selling  drugs  and  now  I'm 
I  paying  with  20  years  of  my  life.  I'm  doing 
jthis  time  alone  and  would  like  to  write 
(some  sincere  people.  Please  write.  John 
MEEHAN,  0/85/3,  FF-43,  500  Oran* 
|Ave  Circle,  Belle  Glades 
33430 _ 


Tl 


Would  like  to  write  sincere  people.  Race 
and  age  make  no  difference.  Enjoy  CW 
music.  Jazz,  Blues,  Folk.  Write  me  tf  you 
are  a  solid  person.  Thanks.  Samuel 
TROPEZ,  65718,  CCR  C  tier  10,  La  State 
Prison,  Angola  LA 

707 1 2, _ 

I  would  like  to  get  letters  from  a  gay  person 
who  would  like  to  write  to  a  lonely  guy  like 
me  that  is  locked  behind  these  bars,  and  it 
doesn't  make  a  difference  what  age  they 
are.  Jose  CAVAZOS,  #373547,  Michael 
Unit  12  C-72,  PO  Box  4500,  Tennessee 
Colony.  TX  758614500 


|  8  •  OCTOBER  7-OCTOBERI3.  1990  •  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


•  INDIVIDUAL  •  GROUP  •  COUPLE 
•  GAY  SENSITIVE  THERAPY 

ALLAN  SINGER  L.l.C.S.W. 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST  ^ 

COPLEY  SQ  BOSTON.  MA  (617s  266-2240 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

.  . . 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


581  BOYLSTON  STREET  4TH  FL. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 


Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 


52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


r 


When  Parents  Are  Ill 

The  burden  falls  on  you,  and 
you’re  not  ready.  Not  ready 
to  provide  more  care.  Not 
ready  for  more  responsibili¬ 
ties.  Not  ready  to  imagine 
their  death. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


convenient  South  Shore 
location  Pembroke,  MA 

Mass  Bay 
Counseling 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

•  group 

•  couple 

•  individual 

Gay  Affirmative  Therapy 

Mark  Gianino,  LICSW 

(617)  826-8861 


SUPPORT  GROUP  FOR 

LESBIAN 
SURVIVORS 
OF  RAPE 


NOW  FORMING  AT 
THE  BOSTON  AREA 
RAPE  CRISIS  CENTER.  THE 
GROUP  WILL  FOCUS  ON 
LONG-TERM  HEAUNG 
FROM  SEXUAL  ASSAULT 

If  interested  in  joining  call  the 
center  at  492-7273 


serving  the  gay  [lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HTV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty /voice 
M  -  Th  6  - 11  PM  and  Fri  &  Sun  6  -  8:30  PM 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave«  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


pRDWfir 

kku  sc#oouJ5 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 


Anxiety  ■  Phobias  ■  Stress 

1131  Beacon  St.  Suite  I 
Brookline, Ma.  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


VOICES  OF 
BATTERED  LESBIANS 

•  Half  hour  audio  program  created 
by  survivors 

•  Presents  experiences  of  battered 
lesbians  from  differing  cultural, 
economic  and  racial  backgrounds 
and  with  differing  physical  abilities 

•  Useful  for  workers  in  the  battered 
women’s  movement,  therapists,  and 
members  of  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
communities  who  want  to  recognize 
and  confront  battering  of  women  by 
their  female  intimate  partners 

To  order,  send  $5.00  ($10.00  for 
organizationslprofessionals)  plus  $  1  .OOP&Il  to: 
The  Lesbian  Caucus,  Mass  Coalition  of 
Battered  Women  Service  Groups 
107  South  Street,  5th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02111  (617)426-8492 

This  program  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
Joan  Kebich,  murdered  by  her  abusive  ex-lover 


Women 

Continued  from  page  I 

diagnosed  until  late  in  the  development  of 
their  illness. 

According  to  a  study  conducted  by  the 
University  of  Medicine  and  Dentistry  in 
Newark,  N.J.,  the  average  woman  with  AIDS 
survives  27.4  weeks  after  diagnosis,  whereas 
the  average  affluent  white  man  lives  39 
months  after  diagnosis.  In  addition,  the 
journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
reported  in  July  that  only  35  percent  of 
women  diagnosed  with  AIDS  at  the  time  of 
their  death  actually  fit  the  CDC  definition  of 
the  illness. 

What  these  statistics  indicate,  said 
Haueter,  is  a  repeat  of  the  early  1980s,  when 
“nobody  knew  anything”  about  AIDS.  He 
added  that  the  current  situation  was 
especially  frustrating  because  treatments  are 
available  for  many  HIV  and  AIDS-related 
symptoms.  “It’s  a  horrible  thing  to  see 
people  die  of  things  that  are  treatable,”  said 
Haueter. 

‘There’s  a  pattern  here’ 

In  fact,  it  took  some  time  to  recognize  that 
something  was  wrong  with  SSA  procedures 
in  the  first  place,  according  to  Jill  Boskey,  an 
attorney  with  MFY  Legal  Services  in  New 
York.  MFY  provides  legal  services  to  low- 
income  people  in  the  New  York  metropolitan 
area. 

Boskey  told  GCN  that  about  a  year  ago 
women  began  coming  to  MFY  after  having 
been  denied  SSA  benefits.  Many  of  these 
women,  she  said,  had  tested  positive  for  HIV 
but  had  been  defined  as  “asymptomatic”  by 
their  doctors,  and  so  could  not  receive 
disability  benefits.  As  the  number  of  such 
cases  increased,  said  Boskey,  “We  said,  ‘wait 
a  minute;  there’s  a  pattern  here.’” 

Shortly  thereafter,  Boskey  said,  she 
contacted  the  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis 
(GMHC),  the  largest  AIDS  service 
organization  in  New  York,  to  see  if  that 
group  had  encountered  a  similar  trend,  but 
found  that  “GMHC  wasn’t  having 
problems.”  GMHC,  however,  serves 
primarily  men,  whose  symptoms  more 
closely  fit  the  CDC  definition  of  AIDS. 
(GMHC’s  latest  statistics  show  that  8  percent 
of  their  clientele  is  female.)  Once  legal 
advocates  at  MFY  realized  that  women  were 
regularly  being  denied  benefits  because  SSA 
was  not  acknowledging  their  symptoms  as 
disabling,  they  decided  to  take  action. 

MFY’s  suit  is  a  class  action  in  which  six 
plaintiffs  represent  all  people  who  have  been 
denied  disability  benefits  despite  being  HIV¬ 
positive.  Boskey  said  that  such  an  action 
would  bypass  problems  individuals  might 
have  suing  SSA.  In  order  to  take  SSA  to 
court  over  denial  of  benefits,  an  individual 
must  be  denied  at  least  four  times  —  a 
process  that  many  people  with  HIV/AIDS 
cannot  afford  to  wait  through. 

In  addition,  said  Boskey,  the  class  action 
was  designed  in  this  case  to  prevent  SSA 
from  being  able  to  make  narrow  concessions 
to  a  few  individuals.  This  way,  she  added, 
any  release  of  funds  will  not  just  be  for  one 
or  two  people  but  “for  everybody.” 

‘Disenfranchised’ 

Elizabeth  Cooper,  staff  counsel  for  the 
AIDS  Project  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  (ACLU)  and  the  first  ACLU  lawyer  to 
work  full-time  on  women  and  children  with 
HIV/AIDS,  said  that  legal  action  on  behalf  of 
women  and  poor  people  could  positively 
effect  AIDS  advocacy.  “Because  there  has 
been  very  little  litigation  so  far,”  Cooper  told 
GCN,  “any  case  you  bring  to  court  now  is 
likely  to  have  a  large  impact  on  a  large 
number  of  people.” 

Legal  action  like  the  MFY  lawsuit.  Cooper 
added,  should  increase  public  awareness  of 
the  changing  profile  of  the  epidemic,  a 
crucial  turn  because  “women,  particularly 
poor  women,  are  extraordinarily 
disenfranchised  from  the  health  care  system.” 
For  instance,  said  Coo  pier,  not  only  are  HIV¬ 
positive  women  often  excluded  from  clinical 
drug  trials,  but  they  may  face  problems 
caring  for  their  children  if  they  are  single 
mothers. 

Meanwhile,  said  Cooper,  government 
agencies  are  not  moving  fast  enough  to 
respond  to  the  epidemic  as  it  stands.  “What 
we  haven’t  seen  yet  are  proposals  and 
solutions,”  she  remarked. 

‘Uphill  battle’ 

Meredith  agreed  with  Cooper,  saying  that 
“in  some  ways  it’s  an  uphill  battle  to  get 
people  to  understand”  issues  surrounding 
women  and  AIDS.  She  added,  however,  that 
women  from  ACT  UP  had  met  with  the 
National  Institute  for  Allergies  and  Infectious 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  • 


Diseases  (NIAID)  at  the  end  of  September  to 
plan  a  conference  on  women  and  AIDS.  The 
event  is  scheduled  to  take  place  Dec.  13-14 
in  Washington. 

Furthermore,  Meredith  said,  NIAID  staff 
members  privately  told  her  that  the 
organization’s  response  to  activists  was 
partly  in  response  to  a  major  ACT  UP 
demonstration  earlier  in  the  year  against  the 
National  Institutes  of  Health.  Activists  at  the 
May  21  action  demanded  that  the  U.S. 
government  develop  a  wider  range  of 
techniques  to  combat  AIDS  (see  GCN,  May 
29, 1990). 

Meredith  said  she  took  the  NIAID 
staffers’  revelation  as  a  sign  that  AlPS 
activism  is  gradually  having  an  impact  on 
the  government’s  response  to  the  ever- 
changing  configurations  of  the  AIDS  crisis. 
“Maybe  eventually  they’ll  get  it,”  she  said. 

CLT 

Continued  from  3 

One  place  where  funding  will  almost 
certainly  be  eliminated  in  the  most  recent 
round  of  budget  cutbacks  are  in  poor 
people’s  programs:  rental  subsidies,  daytime 
services  for  homeless  people  and  general 
relief.  According  to  Sue  Marsh  of  the 
Coalition  for  the  Homeless,  S12  million  was 
lost  from  the  rental  subsidies  program,  which 
she  predicts  will  leave  homeless  a  large 
number  of  the  2,500  families  served  by  the 
housing  assistance  program. 

Marsh  also  told  GCN  that  the  decision  to 
eliminate  welfare  benefits  for  people  over  45 
who  have  little  or  no  work  history  will 
probably  kill  people.  She  said  that  many  of 
the  5,300  people  whose  benefits  have  been 
halted  are  displaced  homemakers  and  people 
with  disabilities.  “I  don’t  know  what  these 
folks  are  going  to  do — this  is  a  program  of 
last  resort,”  she  said.  “A  number  of  them  will 
die  this  winter,  and  they  will  die  because  of 
these  cuts.” 

Of  CLT,  Marsh  said,  “The  money  is  not 
there  to  give  up.  If  this  is  how  the  legislature 
cuts  programs  now,  the  CLT  cuts  will  simply 
be  devastating.” 

Battered  women’s  service  groups  have  lost 
one-fifth  of  their  funding  over  the  last  year, 
according  to  Joan  Stiles  of  the  Massachusetts 
Coalition  of  Battered  Women’s  Service 
Groups.  Stiles  told  GCN  that  the  worst-case 
scenario  for  shelters  if  CLT  passes  would  be 
losing  all  of  their  state  funding.  Because  the 
Department  of  Social  Service  (DSS)  is 
legally  required  to  provide  services  for 
abused  children,  but  not  battered  women,  a 
cut  in  the  DSS  budget  could  force  DSS  to 
completely  de-fund  battered  women’s 
services.  “In  that  context,”  she  said, 
“battered  women’s  services  are  seen  as  (soft) 
services,  because  they  can  legally  be  cut.” 
She  said  the  best  that  can  be  expected  with 
CLT  cuts  is  that  only  seven  or  eight  of  the 
state’s  30  battered  women’s  service 
programs  will  be  eliminated. 

“There’s  already  blood  on  the  streets,” 
said  Stiles.  "When  you  consider  that  a 
woman  is  being  murdered  by  her  partner 
every  22  days  in  Massachusetts,  and  that  we 
get  58,000  hotline  calls  a  year — and  that’s  in 
good  times — what  is  going  to  happen  if 
services  are  eliminated?” 

Because  many  state- funded  agencies  work 
together,  slashing  funds  for  one  program 
may  have  a  domino  effect,  damaging  the 
work  of  a  related  group.  According  to 
Orlando  Del  Valle  of  the  Latino  Health 
Network  (LHN),  even  though  his  agency  did 
not  take  any  direct  hits  from  this  round  of 
budget  cuts,  its  programs  will  be  hurt. 

“Health  is  taking  a  giant  beating,”  he  told 
GCN.  “An  agency  like  ours  can  not  only  lose 
its  ability  to  do  service  work,  it  can  lose  its 
ability  to  exist,”  said  Del  Valle.  He  noted  that 
since  LHN’s  landlord,  Project  Place,  had  lost 
funding  for  its  day  program  for  homeless 
people,  LHN  was  concerned  about  losing  its 
office  space.  He  also  cited  losses  in  the 
AIDS  budget  and  in  money  for  the  Latino 
service  and  advocacy  group,  Inquilinos 
Boricuas  en  Action,  as  factors  that  will  limit 
LHN’s  work.  “We  know  our  fortunes  are  all 
tied  together,”  said  Del  Valle.  “We  are 
already  up  against  a  wall,”  he  added,  saying 
that  if  Question  3  passes,  “it’s  only  going  to 
get  worse.” 

AIDS,  education  and  other  human 
service  budget  cuts  come  in  the  wake  of  a 
state  tax-revenue  shortfall  for  the  fifteenth 
consecutive  month.  According  to  the  Boston 
Globe,  Dukakis  cut  programs  in  order  to 
prevent  Standard  and  Poor  from  lowering  the 
state's  bond  rating  to  the  level  of  ’’junk 
bonds,"  a  move  that  would  make  it  virtually 
impossible  for  state  government  to  borrow 
money  to  service  its  debt 

Continued  on  page  14 
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KEEP  IT  UP  !!! 

A  Workshop  on  Safer  Sex 


Ever  had  a  slip  where  the  sex  you  were 
having  didn’t  turn  out  as  safe  as  you  wanted  it  to 
be? 

Or  maybe  you've  never  quite  gotten  into  the  swing 
of  safer  sex  in  the  first  place. 

Whether  you’re  into  casual  sex  or  serious  dating, 
looking  for  Mr  Right  or  Mr.  Right  Away, 
regardless  of  your  HIV  status, 
this  workshop  is  for  you. 

Meet  other  gay  and  bisexual  men  for  an  afternoon 
of  information  &  discussion: 

•  How  safer  sex  decisions  get  made, 
or  don't  get  made! 

•  How  HIV  status  effects  our  dating  and  sex  lives. 

/ 

Saturday,  October  20,  1-6PM 
at  Buddies,  51  Stuart  Street 

Admission  is  free  but  space  is  limited  so  please  call  to 
make  a  reservation:  437-6200,  ext.  298 

A  joint  project  of  ATDS  ACTION,  FCHC,  and  GMHC. 


ANN  REED 

The  woman  who  beat  out  Prince  as 
Performer  of  the  Year,  Minnesota  Music  Awards 

&  GARNET  ROGERS 

"A  charismatic  performer. "  -  Boston  Globe 

Saturday,  October  13,  7:30  pm 
Paine  Hall 

Harvard  Music  Bldg.,  behind  Science  Center  -  Free  parking  on  campus 

Tickets:  $14  50  (reserved) 


HOLLY  NEAR 

with  John  Bucchino,  pianist  and 
Susan  Freundlich 

In  a  concert  celebrating  the  publication  of  her 
autobiography  and  the  release  ot  her  fifteenth  album. 

Sunday,  October  21,  7:00  pm 

Symphony  Hall 

T»«k*h:  $1 3  60.  $16  60.  $17  60 
o*  Symphony  HaN  Boi  Office  6  oulUh  b«low 


FERRON  and  her  band 

'Someday  they'll  be  saying  Dylan  was  the  Ferron  of  the  60s.  ’ 

•Boston  Globo 

with  special  guest  Judy  Small 

A  concert  to  benefit  the  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center 

Saturday,  November  3,  7:30  pm 

Ipera  House,  Boston 

;*ts:  $15.  $17.  $19  (incl.  rest,  tee) 


°l 

Ticket 

at  Opera  House  Box  Office  k  outlets  below 


ff, 


ON  A  WINTER  $  NIGHT 

with 

CHRISTINE  LAVIN 
PATTY  LARKIN 
JOHN  GORKA 
DAVID  WILCOX 


ff 


Saturday, 
December  1 
5  A  9  pm 

Somerville  Theater 

Tickets:  $14  50  A  $17.50 


Tickets  :  Ticketron,  Out-of-Town.  Wood  A  Strings,  Sandy  s  Music.  Boston  Compact  Disc, 

Arborway  Video. 

By  phone  Teletron  (800  M2-8080).  ConcertCharge  (497-1118) 

By  mail:  Check  or  m.o.  A  SASE  to  Revolutionary  Acts.  Box  606.  Cambridge.  MA  02238 

FOR  INFORMATION!  6177661-1252 


ACCOMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

URBAN  ACUPUNCTURIST 

Samantha  Mitchell, 
licensed  acupuncturist 
82  GlenvIHe  Ave..  #1 1 
Allston.  M A  02134 
(617)  783-3965 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T,  W,  F.  Sat:  10-6.  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 

1 86  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 

Books  of  Political  Struggle: 
South  Africa.  Central 
America.  Gay  &  Lesbian 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L  FIELD, 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 

1100  Mass.  Ave. 

Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 

45  Newbury  St..  Suite  333 
Boston.  MA  02116 
(617)266-8584 

DR  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston.  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629 
(10  Min.  Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340  Excellent 
References  -- 1  do  windowsl 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)445-8130  Anytime 

ROWS  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  process r>g.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscrpts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628  9096 

COUNSELING 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG. 

M.D..  PhD 

Chid  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  aid  their  children 
(506)  358-7512 
Close  lo  Boston 


FRAMINGHAM 

COUNSELING 
COLLABORATIVE 
254A  Cochluale  Rd.  it  30 
Framingham.  MA  01701 
(506)  626-0133 


ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Malison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  SI..  Suite  109 
Boston,  M A  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

COM  MONHEALTH,  INC. 

42  Pleasant  St.  Arlington.  M  A 
(617)  646-3535  Dan  or  Meg 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

Cheryl  Procaccini.  LICSW 
44  Billings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy.  MA  02171 
(617)  786-0137 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186  1/2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  M A  02139 
(617)876-4488 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 
Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
issues,  gay/lesbian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSEUNG 
596  TremontSt. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
(617)876-8438 

WOMEN'S  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  servioes 
for  Metro- West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
Da  PAUL  GROIPEN 
Da  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  M A  02136 
(617)364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

790  Boylston  SI. 

Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Ealing 
Ongoing  group  lor 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Ml.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)926-4289 

FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktail  parlies,  business 
functions,  joining/union 
ceremonies 
(508)  689-0217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHNG  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  SL 
Boston.  MA  02116 
cal  Wayne:  (61 7)  353- 1 925 
Adnarma  :  (61 7)  426-4469 

HAIR  SALONS 

a  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed.Sai.  10-6 


UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  oomplele  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair.  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sal.  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
9-9  Walk-in  or  appl.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork.  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  2668122,  M-Th.  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Mental  Heath. 
Research.  Communty 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMNIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  tor  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)4367588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL  MIDWIFERY 
SERVICE 

Offering  senstive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Carrbridge.  MA  02139 
Call  (61 7)  498- 1 660  lor  appl. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physidan  specializing 
in  heath  care  for  the  gay  S 
lesbian  communty 
142  Berkeley  St.  al  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  6-week 
residency  program  lor  HIV  ♦ 
asymptomatic  individuals. 
1-800-767-HEAL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  spedal  occasions 
(617)  7762271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 

Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(506)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 
8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)  367-0414 

MEDIATION 

ALTERNATIVES 

Dispute  resolution  for 
non-traditional  relationships 
Pat  Reeve  and  Carole  Spear 
(617)  524-4066 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 

Inlerior  Painting  Quality  woik 
at  reasonable  rates.  Call  lor 
estimale  (617)  5365569 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Balete.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  M A  021 30 
(617)  522  0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130(617)522-1115 
Tnsha  Solo.  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  CommunXy  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11.  Cambridge.  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  782  8894 

METROPOUTAN 


COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 

131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Govt.  Ctr..  Sunday  Worship 
7  PM.  Open  to  all.  A  church 
of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community.  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St..  Boston 
(617)  227-5794  Mass  every 
Sun.  5:30  PM  Serving  the 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN  UMVERSAUST 

Congregation  al  the  1st 
Church  o(  Roxbury 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  al 
Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Roxbury  Crossing  T  stop 
(617)4461277 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  3367037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  167.  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston.  MA  02109 
(617)  5261060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  SI. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
•Bookkeeping  -Payroll 
•Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  at  (617)  292-6415 

WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture.  Chiropractic. 
Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 

T  Shirt  Printing 

PO  Box  405  Rockport.  MA 

01966  (508)  5467252 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 

Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  2867765 

VIDEOS 

J  *  J  ENTERPRISES 
All  male  XXX  videos, 
male  mags  6  novels  P.O.  Box 
438  Salem.  NH  03079 

WOMEN’S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  •  A  Club  lor  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.  4.  PM-2 
AM,  F  4  PM-2  AM.  Sat  9  PM- 
2  AM.  Sun.  9  PM-1  AM 
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Why  do  so  many  lesbians  and  gay  men  support 
Byron  Rushing?  Because  he... 

•  co-sponsored  and  strongly  supported  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights 

•  fought  homophobic  foster  care  legislation 

•  is  working  against  the  destructive  CLT  petition  that  will  decimate  AIDS 
funding,  drug  rehab  and  health  care  for  manyTWA's  and  other  needy  people 

Because  he's  always  supported  us! 

RUSHING  FOR  REPRESENTATIVE 

Want  to  help?  Come  and  meet  Byron  at  a  Volunteer  Meeting,  Tuesday,  October 
16, 6  PM  at  769  Tremont  St.  (near  Mass  Ave.)  or  fill  in  and  mail  the  attached: 

Yes  I  want  to  keep  honest,  progressive  representation  in  the  9th  Suffolk  District! 

□  Please  contact  me!  □  Enclosed  is  my  check  for  S _ 

Name _ 

Address. _ 

Telephone  (day) _ (night) _ 

MAIL  TO:  Rushing  for  Representative  *769  Temont  St.  •  Boston,  MA  02118 


HEALING  SERVICES 


FOR  ALL  THOSE  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 


Concluding  the  workshop  "Building 
Communities  of  Compassion":  Action 
on  AIDS  for  the  90's"  sponsored  by  the 
Diocesan  AIDS  Task  Force  of  the 
Commission  on  Pastoral  Outreach  of 
the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Massachusetts 


For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 


Saturday  •  October  13, 1990  •  4:00pm 
The  Cathedral  Church  of  St,  Paul 

138  Tremont  St.  •  Boston  (opposite  Park  St.  MBTA  station) 

For  information  about  this  service  or  registration  jkjl  n 

for  the  conference  (617)  628-7665  ^  1 

Prayers  *  Music  •  Laying  on  of  the  hands  • 

Free-will  ofering  •  ASL  interpreted 

Cosponsored  by  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS  (617)  638-7665 


INSURANCE 

■  Rates  quote  over  the  phone 

■  Flexible  payment  plans 

■  One  day  plate  service 

■  No  service  fees  -  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 


INSURANCE  AGENCY 


Call  the  agency  you 
know  and  trust. 


Offices  located  at: 

1  68  Brighton  Avenue  ■  Allston,  MA  ■  782-0400 
4521  Washington  Street  ■  Roslindale,  MA  ■  323-0800 
241  Washington  Street  ■  Brookline,  MA  ■  731-1015 


NEW  GROUPS  AND  ON-GOING 
GROUPS  AT  THE  FENWAY 
COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

•  Coming  Out  Group  for  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 

•  Support  Group  for  Victims  of  Violence 

•  Gay  Male  Couples  with  Different  HIV  Status 

•  Lesbian  General  Issues  Group 

•  Gay  Men's  General  Issues  Group 

•  Sobriety  Groups 

in  addition: 

•  Daily  Acupuncture  Detoxification  Sessions  (mornings  &  eves) 

For  more  information,  call  617-267-0900  X  250 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 

HEALTH  CENTER  “IR 
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SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


...Since  early 
childhood  people 
have  marveled  at 
your  incredible 
folding  skills... 

Let  us  put  those  skills 
to  good  use.  Seriously, 
our  Promotions  dept, 
has  large  volume 
direct  mails  to  do  this 
fall  and  we  could 
really  use  your  help. 
Call  Lenny  426-4469 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 
“Bookkeeping  By  Design" 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  W  ndows  (included) 

•  With  A/P.  A/R.  G/L  Payroll.  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  :  v  any  period 
•  Installation  available  <*n  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  coi  iplete  systems 

Special  introductory  F'ice  S595 
Demo  Disk  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-81:  0 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE.  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 
•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  sp  ecializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 
thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 


Quality 

Printing 


fora 

change 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker-controlled 
collective  and  a  union  shop,  can 
meet  your  complete  printing  needs, 
from  layout  to  bindery.  Call  us  for 
an  estimate  at  524-6822  Monday 
through  Friday,  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  •  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  •  02130 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 


Healthy  teeth 
they're  a 
team  effort 


1 259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  M A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Monday  -  Saturday  &  Evenings 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02109 

(617)  523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 
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HOT 

TALKING 

PERSONALS! 


CALL  NOW! 


1-900-646-4646 

Gay  'Talking  Personals"  for  Dates  and  Friends 
Fun  and  Easy,  with  Voicemail  for  privacy 


$  1 .45/min.  Gay  owned  and  operated 
More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext.  3626 


Trial 

Continued  from  page  3 

emptory  challenges  to  dismiss  a  prospective 
juror  who  said  she  had  seen  the  entire 
Mapplethorpe  exhibit.  Albanese  has  ruled 
that  jurors  can  convict  the  arts  center  and  its 
director  if  they  deem  only  one  photo 
obscene,  contrary  to  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
rules,  observers  say. 

Suspicious  ties 

GLMA  has  exposed  Albanese’s  links  to 
county  sheriff  and  once-prosceutor  Simon 
Leis,  Jr.,  blamed  for  instigating  the 
prosecution  under  pressure  from  anti- 
abortion/anti-obscenity  leaders  here.  The 
group  also  documented  a  history  of 
“homophobic”  attacks  on  arts  institutions 
and  activists  here  by  Leis  and  current  county 
prosecutor  Arthur  Ney,  Jr. 

Both  Leis  and  Ney  attended  the  same  high 
school,  college,  and  law  school  three  years 
apart.  Albanese  was  an  assistant  prosecutor 
under  Leis  in  the  1970s,  and  Leis  ran 
Albanese’s  first  campaign  for  judge  in  1981. 
The  two  exercise  together  at  the  Cincinnati 
Athletic  Club. 

Leis’s  influence  on  the  case  has  been 
widely  discussed  here.  Albanese  “owes  his 
career”  to  him,  said  Raymond  Matlock,  an 
attorney  and  assistant  professor  of  legal 
studies  at  the  University  of  Cincinnati. 

“It’s  impossible  to  tell  whether  it’s  like 
minds  thinking  the  same  —  or  whether 
anyone  is  pulling  anyone’s  strings,”  said 
Matlock.  “The  results  are  the  same  and  [are] 
out  of  step  with  the  majority  thinking  in  this 
country.” 

Before  “The  Perfect  Moment”  opened  at 
the  CAC,  Leis  appeared  on  a  local  television 
station  and  said  that  the  Mapplethorpe 
photbgraphs  did  not  warrant  prosecution. 
GLMA  leaders  charge  that  he  buckled  after 
conservative  factions  flexed  muscles. 

The  landmark  trial  will  decide  if  five  out 
of  175  photographs  in  the  exhibit  violate 
Ohio’s  obscenity  laws,  and  will  determine  if 
two  pictures  of  a  naked  boy  and  a  young  girl 
with  her  dress  pulled  partly  up  are  illegal. 

Attempts  to  censor  art  and  institutions 
funded  by  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
Arts,  legislate  labeling  of  recorded  music, 
and  pressure  television  and  motion  pictures 
have  increased  drastically  across  the  country, 
observers  warn. 

Depending  on  the  trial’s  outcome,  Barrie 
is  scheduled  to  participate  in  a  colloquium 
examining  “threats  to  free  expression”  on 
Oct.  24  in  New  York  City  with  author  Judy 
Blume,  whose  books  have  been  censored, 
and  three  other  panelists.  The  panel  is 
sponsored  by  Playboy  and  The  Nation 
magazines. 

Bertram  A.  Workman  assisted  with  this 
story. 


Conspiracy 

Continued  from  page  I 

scores  of  gay  and  straight  demonstrators 
who  chanted,  “Free  all  U.S.  political 
prisoners!  Jail  Jay  Stephens!” 

In  addition  to  conspiracy,  Evans,  Buck 
and  Whitehom  pleaded  guilty  to  aiding  and 
abetting  the  Capitol  bombing,  and  could 
receive  up  to  15  years  in  prison  on  botH 
counts.  Whitehorn  could  receive  an 
additional  5  years  for  possession  of  false 
identification  documents  found  in  her 
Baltimore  apartment  in  an  FBI  raid.  Judge 
Greene  will  decide  their  sentences  in  court 
Nov.  28.  After  sentencing,  the  women  will 
be  taken  to  federal  prisons  and  placed  in 
maximum  security  units  reserved  for  the 
over  100  U.S.  prisoners  currently 
incarcerated  for  opposing  government 
policies. 

A  petition  in  support  of  the  women  is 
being  circulated.  Those  interested  in 
learning  more  about  the  case,  signing  the 
petition,  or  supporting  Alan  Berkman's 
parole  campaign  can  write  to  the 
Emergency  Committee  for  Political 
Prisoners,  P.O.  Box  28191,  Washington, 
D  C.,  20038  or  call  (202)  328-7818. 

Silber/Weld 

Continued  from  page  3 

is  quite  phenomenal;’’  defended  BU’s 
investments  in  South  Africa;  and  compared 
Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  to  Adolf  Hitler. 

In  two  statements  which  critics  charge 
were  meant  to  paint  the  Black  community  as 
a  group  of  drug  addicts  and  criminals,  Silber 
said  that  alcoholics  should  be  treated 
differently  from  drug  abusers,  claiming  that 
they  “don’t  go  running  up  and  down  the 
street,  pulling  gold  chains  off  people.”  Silber 
also  said  that  he  had  not  made  a  soeech  on 
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crime  in  Boston’s  primarily  Black  Roxbury 
neighborhood,  because  “there’s  no  point  in 
my  making  a  speech  on  crime  to  a  group  of 
drug  addicts.” 

Following  Silber’s  primary  election 
victory,  the  Coalition  continues  to  oppose 
Silber,  according  to  David  LaFontaine.  “I’m 
afraid  Silber  will  mount  a  run  for  president  if 
he  wins  the  governor’s  race,”  LaFontaine 
told  GCN.  Contrary  to  published  reports, 
however,  LaFontaine  says  that  the  Coalition 
has  not  endorsed  Weld. 

‘AIDS  babies  and  crack  babies’ 

Weld  has  no  such  litany  of  offensive 
statements  behind  him,  a  factor  that  has 
caused  many  lesbian  and  gay  and 
progressive  activists  to  take  a  second  look  at 
the  Republican  Party.  Weld  held  a  meeting 
with  a  number  of  lesbian  and  gay  community 
members  in  Boston  Oct.  4,  at  which  he 
vowed  to  veto  any  effort  to  repeal  the  gay 
and  lesbian  civil  rights  law,  according  to  Don 
Gorton  of  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Political  Alliance.  At  that  meeting,  he 
also  promised  to  consider  appointing  people 
who  represent  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  to  high-ranking  positions  in  his 
administration,  Gorton  told  GCN. 

On  a  more  troubling  note,  Weld  said  that 
while  he  did  not  support  an  outright  ban  on 
lesbians  and  gay  men  as  foster  parents,  he 
did  support  Rep.  Lucille  Hicks’  (R-Wayland) 
amendment,  which  states  that  foster  children 
should  not  be  placed  in  homes  where  “sexual 
orientation  would  be  an  obstacle  to  the  well¬ 
being”  of  a  child. 

Ray  Howell,  spokesperson  for  the  Weld 
campaign,  explained  Weld’s  position  by 
saying  that  Weld  “supports  giving  a 
preference  to  ‘traditional  families.’”  Weld 
does  not  support  a  ban  on  gay  foster 
parenting  because  “there  are  crack  babies 
and  AIDS  babies  who  cannot  be  placed,” 
Howell  told  GCN.  “Often  times,  people  in 
the  gay  community  are  the  only  ones  who 
will  care  for  them.” 

Sue  Hyde  of  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF)  called 
Howell’s  statement  “indescribably 
offensive.”  Hyde,  who  worked  in  Boston  for 
the  repeal  of  Dukakis’  anti-gay  foster  care 
policy,  said,  “The  generosity  of  spirit  he 
ascribes  to  lesbian  and  gay  men  may  indeed 
be  well-founded,  but  we  find  no  such 
generosity  in  Mr.  Weld.”  She  told  GCN,  “It 
demonstrates  who  is  valuable  and  who  is 
dispensable  in  Mr.  Weld’s  upper-class, 
WASP  scheme:  second-class  kids  go  to 
second-class  homes.” 

Also  distressing  to  many  lesbian  and  gay 
activists  is  Weld’s  support  of  Question  3,  the 
ballot  initiative  which  opponents  say  will 
devastate  AIDS  and  human  services. 
According  to  Howell,  however,  Weld 
believes  AIDS  services  have  been 
underfunded,  and  that  the  tax  rollback 
petition  could  be  implemented  without 
damaging  human  services. 

While  support  for  Weld  may  be 
problematic  for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  he  at 
least  is  meeting  with  gay  activists,  something 
Silber  has  thus  far  failed  to  do.  According  to 
Gorton,  his  attempts  to  schedule  a  meeting 
with  Silber  on  behalf  of  the  Alliance  have 
been  frustrated  to  date,  though  he  has  been 
able  to  meet  with  Silber’s  progressive 
running  mate,  Marjorie  Clapprood. 

Silber’s  campaign  failed  to  return  GCN' s 
calls  by  press  time.  However,  numerous  calls 
to  Silber’s  press  secretary  did  yield  a  call 
from  a  spokesperson  for  Clapprood. 
Clapprood  spokesperson  Carrie  Kimball  told 
GCN  that  Silber  supports  the  gay  rights  law. 
She  said  that  she  was  unsure  of  his  position 
on  foster  care  or  vetoing  a  repeal  of  the  gay 
rights  law. 

Kimball  also  said  that  Clapprood  was 
angered  by  the  Women’s  Political  Caucus’ 
decision  to  endorse  Weld  based  on  positions 
on  abortion  and  gay  rights.  She  said  that 
Clapprood  had  “fought  in  the  trenches”  for 
gay  rights,  while  Weld’s  running  mate,  Paul 
Celluci,  had  only  voted  for  the  measure.  She 
added  that  since  both  Silber  and  Weld 
support  the  legal  right  to  abortion  and  the 
gay  rights  bill,  some  weight  should  be  given 
to  the  positions  of  their  running  mates,  and 
Clapprood  is  more  progressive. 

The  protest  vote  in  this  election  is  going  to 
Dorothy  Stevens,  a  welfare  mother  who  is 
mounting  a  write-in  campaign  for  governor. 
Stevens,  who  is  running  as  part  of  the 
National  Welfare  Rights  Union  campaign  to 
elect  welfare  recipients  to  office,  supports  a 
broadly  progressive  platform.  She  wants  to 
streamline  human  services,  and  end  the 
dehumanizing  process  by  which  welfare 
benefits  are  doled  out  in  bits.  She  is  pro- 
choice,  pro-gay  rights,  and  seeks  to  pull  up 
the  bottom  of  die  economy  by  increasing  the 
Continued  on  page  15 
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BY  CAROLINE  FOTY 

I  have  no  idea  what  I  would  write 
about  Holly  Near  if  left  on  my 
own.  Every  time  she  produces  a 
piece  of  work,  my  local  gay  paper 
rushes  into  print  with  a  small- 
minded  attack  that  skews  my 
approach.  Then  I  feel  motivated 
to  focus  on  the  positive,  to 
remember  the  commitment  to 
good  politics  that  has  run  through 
her  musical  career. 

And  what  makes  us  value  a  singer 
anyway?  There  are  some  singers  with  voices 
so  gorgeous  that  I  would  cheerfully  listen  to 
them  sing  the  local  yellow  pages  (Kathleen 
Battle,  Ysaye  Bam  well,  k.d.  lang).  There  are 
other  singers  whose  sound  elicits  no  such 
compliments  but  who  can  mesmerize  with 
personality,  performing  skill,  or  powerful 
stories  to  tell  (Bono,  Janis  Joplin,  Dylan, 
Fred  Small).  A  performer  need  not  command 
vocal  beauty  in  order  to  reach  us. 

So,  even  though  Holly  Near  is  a  fine 
singer  and  performer,  what  perpetuates  my 
interest  in  her  work  is  the  fact  that  I  can  take 
out  any  album  of  hers  since  Hang  in  There 
(1973),  and  find  a  song  that  is  as  politcally 
necessary  today  as  it  was  when  it  was 
written.  "It  Could  Have  Been  Me"  was 
written  to  honor  the  students  killed  at  Kent 
Slate,  but  the  innocent  and  the  brave  are  still 
being  shot  down,  so  who  can  say  we  don't 
still  need  that  song? 

Whether  or  not  you  have  felt  this  ongoing 
interest  in  Near's  work,  but  especially  if  you 
have,  her  new  album  Singer  In  The  Storm 
(Chameleon  Records)  and  her  autobiography 
Fire  in  the  Rain  ...Singer  in  the  Storm  (Wm. 
Morrow  and  Co.)  give  a  window  on  the 
world  of  this  somewhat  elusive  artist.  Near 
seems  to  be  in  constant  motion,  and  this 
elusive  quality  stems  from  the  fact  that  by 
the  time  we  arrive  where  she  is,  she's  moved. 


The  album  is  one  of  Near's  very  best, 
revisiting  older  favorites  and  offering  some 
exciting  new  things,  including  electrifying 
duets  with  Mercedes  Sosa,  the  marvelous 
singer  from  Argentina.  She  is  less  a  master 
of  the  art  of  prose.  Within  the  book’s  overall 
chronological  organization,  Near  pursues 
somewhat  of  a  stream  of  consciousness,  and 
until  you  get  used  to  this  the  short  episodes 
can  be  disorienting.  And  her  style  can 
become  a  little  cloying  at  times:  "All  my 
life  I  have  gone  out  on  a  limb,  but  I  have 
turned  the  limb  into  a  bridge,  and  there  is 
cool,  clear  water  flowing  under."  There  is  a 
useful  metaphor  in  that,  but  the  language  is 
more  suitable  for  a  song  than  a  written 
narrative. 

In  fact,  she  told  me,  the  process  of 
writing  a  book  was  somewhat  alien  to  her. 
"I  had  to  learn  to  sit  for  long  periods  of  time 
alone  —  writing  is  very  lonely;  it's  not  like 
working  with  a  pianist  or  a  band  or  an 
audience.  It's  not  like  a  song,  I  can  take  a 
song  onto  the  stage  the  day  I  write  it  and  get 
a  sense  of  whether  people  like  it  or  not." 

Near  says  that  her  first  draft  of  the  book 
was  written  for  herself,  not  for  an  audience, 
and  that  each  successive  draft  had  readers 
more  in  mind.  "I  wrote  the  book  three 
times.  The  first  time  was  a  dump  of  all  my 
memories,  a  process  of  coming  to  terms, 
and  very  therapeutic.  If  I  could  go  into  a 
kind  of  trance  and  have  those  people  arise,  I 
could  relive  those  moments  almost  as  they 
happened,  but  also  with  hindsight,  because  I 
was  remembering  it  the  way  it  had 
happened  then  but  also  knowing  what  I've 
learned  since  then." 

Certainly,  no  one  will  read  Fire  in  the 
Rain... expecting  to  find  perfect  prose.  We 
will  read  this  book  to  see  through  Holly 
Near's  eyes  the  places  she's  been  —  Hanoi, 
Managua,  El  Salvador  —  and  the  people 
she's  known  (or  only  met)  —  Meg 
Christian,  Ronnie  Gilbert,  Bernice  Johnson 


Reagon,  Jane  Fonda.  She  seems  not  to  have 
forgotten  anyone  she  ever  met,  but  rather  to 
have  expanded  to  include  them  within  the 
circle  of  her  life.  "That’s  just  what  it  felt 
like,"  she  told  me,  "it  felt  like  getting  fatter 
and  fatter."  While  her  portraits  of  people  are 
not  deep  or  complex,  she  is  quite  clear  about 
how  they  affected  her.  She  writes  with  love 
about  her  three-and-a-half-year  relationship 
with  Meg  Christian,  and  her  description  of 
what  it's  like  to  fall  in  love  with  a  woman  for 
the  first  time  should  bring  tears  or  smiles  to 
all  but  the  most  cynical  of  lesbians. 

She  is  also  not  sparing  of  criticism  when 
discussing  her  own  failures  of 
understanding.  She  describes  without 
squirming  a  conflict  years  ago  between 
Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  and  the  lesbian 
and  feminist  staff  of  Redwood  over  a  song 
on  their  album  that  mentioned  God  as  "He." 
While  all  concerned  had  political  and 
historical  reasons  for  the  way  they  wanted  to 
do  things,  she  rightly  points  out  that  what  it 
came  down  to  was  whether  the  ones  who  put 
up  the  money  get  to  make  the  choices,  the 
ones  with  the  money  being  white.  The 
incident  prompted  Near  to  be  active  about 
confronting  her  own  racism.  She  does  not 
shy  away  from  admitting  that  as  producer  of 
the  record  she  found  herself  wanting  control 
over  it,  and  now  sees  that  as  unjustifiable 
abuse  of  white  privilege. 

In  the  late  1970s  when  she  was  involved 
with  Christian,  Near  learned  about  women - 
only  space  and  understood  what  it  means. 
When  she  and  Christian  toured  together, 
they  would  do  two  shows,  one  for  women 
only  and  one  open  to  men.  At  Harvard,  some 
law  students  sued  the  producers  for 
discrimination  and  won  (what  is  it  about 
Boston?).  The  judge  said  that  50  tickets  to 
the  women-only  show  had  to  go  on  sale  to 

SHE  WRITES  HONESTLY 
ABOUT  SEXUAL  IDENTITY 
AND  HER  EFFORTS  TO 
UNDERSTAND  HERSELF  AND 
COMMUNICATE  WITH  OTHERS. 
ASKED  WHETHER  SHE  WAS 
BISEXUAL,  SHE  REPLIED  THAT 
SHE  DIDN’T  FEEL  BISEXUAL 

anyone.  In  a  stragetic  maneuver  we  would 
do  well  to  remember,  men  supportive  of 
women's  space  bought  up  the  tickets  and 
gave  them  to  women.  Near  makes  it  plain 
that  she  supported  the  women-only  show 
and  not  the  lawsuit  and  decision.  She  also 
writes  about  the  reasons  why  she  specifically 
wanted  Fire  in  the  Rain  to  be  a  women-only 
album. 

Given  this  history  of  understanding,  and 
Near's  habit  of  appreciating  complex 
problems,  her  outburst  about  the  1987 
conflict  at  Sisterfire  sits  a  little  oddly  (The 
conflict  involved  two  white  crafts  women 
who  wanted  their  booth  to  be  women  only 
and  tried  to  prevent  two  Black  male 
Sisterfire  volunteers  from  entering).  I  felt 
very  sad  when  I  read  her  account,  which 
goes  farther  than  the  organizers  of  the  event 
were  willing  to  go  in  crediting  1988's  poor 
attendance  to  a  "vicious  campaign"  in  the 
press,  and  a  boycott  by  an  "angry  minority." 
Like  most  others  who  wrote  about  this  event, 
she  only  minimally  acknowledges  the  actual 
political  differences  involved,  burying  them 
in  accusations  of  racism  and  dangerous 
similes  about  "white  Southern  lynch  mobs." 
She  has  been  close  friends  with  the  festival's 
organizers,  so  perhaps  she  just  finds  it  easier 
to  forgive  insults  to  herself  than  insults  to 
friends  whose  politics  she  respects;  still,  it 
feels  wrong  in  context. 

The  chapters  that  talk  about  Near's  early 
encounters  with  the  concept  of  women-only 


concerts  give  a  thought-provoking  image  of 
the  extent  to  which  Christian  shaped  not 
only  a  record  company,  but  the  very  idea  of 
what  women's  music  was  all  about  —  an 
idea  that  was  nearly  as  controversial  then  as 
it  is  now. 

She  writes  honestly  about  sexual  identity 
and  her  efforts  to  understand  herself  and 
communicate  with  others.  Asked  whether 
she  was  bisexual,  she  replied  that  she  didn't 
feel  bisexual.  "I  felt  like  a  lesbian  when  I 
was  with  a  woman  and  a  lesbian  making 
love  to  a  man  when  I  was  with  a  man."  That 
does  not  exactly  sound  like  a  comfortable 
way  to  live.  Although  she  says  that  she  did 
not  have  an  identity  crisis,  she  is  clearly 
pained  by  the  fact  that  she  cannot  respond 
with  love  to  any  one  person  without  causing 
someone  to  feel  angry  or  betrayed.  Overall, 
her  comments  give  the  impression  that  she 
views  her  sexual  relationships  as  temporary 
in  comparison  to  her  political  commitments, 
and  so  once  the  lesbian  part  of  herself  was 
touched  and  wakened,  it  endured  transitory 
sexual  contact  with  bodies  male  or  female.  It 
is  difficult  to  doubt  her  sincerity  on  this 
subject,  especially  because  everything  she 
says  will  displease  someone.  Everyone  may 
not  sympathize  with  the  idea  that  tensions 
can  arise  between  love  and  sexual 
politics/identity  (although  it  seems  lesbians 
and  gay  men  are  uniquely  qualified  to 
understand),  but  there  is  no  point  in  abusing 
her  for  her  love  life.  And  there  is  no  way  it 
can  be  considered  a  commercial  move  to 
insist  upon  identifying  oneself  as  a  lesbian 
in  a  book  that  will  be  sold  in  Crown  and 
Walden.  Rather  it  seems  a  dangerous 
honesty,  an  indication  of  respect  and  self- 
respect  that  is  seldom  offered  to  lesbians  by 
artists  in  the  public  eye.  Thousands  of 
lesbians  worship  Melissa  Etheridge  for  her 
talent,  though  she  has  not  sung  a  single  song 
about  lesbians,  or  war  in  Central  America, 
or  much  else  of  political  significance.  Holly 
still  sings  "Perfect  Night"  and  "Simply 
Love."  and  is  willing  to  say  publicly  that  she 
is  on  our  side. 

Maybe  because  most  of  us  feel 
overwhelmed  by  what  it  takes  to  embrace 
even  one  cause,  the  breadth  of  Near’s 
political  commitment  often  seems  too  good 
to  be  true,  although  it  hardly  seems  fair  to 
complain  that  someone  is  too  politically 
active.  "People  were  saying  that  I  was 
hopping  from  cause  to  cause,  but  I  needed  to 
focus  on  a  particular  thing  while  I  was 
learning  about  it.  The  moment  I  felt  like  I 
had  grasped  the  essence  of  it  I'd  pull  back 
from  the  closeup  like  a  camera-lens,  and  it 
was  part  of  the  whole.  I  didn’t  know  how 
else  to  do  it,  but  I  know  it  alienated  different 
people  along  the  way. 

"I  hoped  in  the  book  to  at  least  put  a 
context  for  people  to  make  their  own  way 
with  it,  to  show  clearly  what  I  cared  about 
and  what  I  was  thinking  about,  regardless  of 
how  they  feel  about  my  choices.  Artists, 
teachers,  and  visionaries  often  have  the 
possibility  of  reaching  out  beyond  what  is 
currently  acceptable.  That  can  be  popular 
because  you  can  bring  back  from  the 
journey  out  there  some  real  hope,  and 
unpopular  because  the  very  adventure  forth 
rattles  the  security  that  people  have  just 
found  from  the  last  wave  of  discovery.  For 
example,  the  lesbian  community  had  come 
out  of  an  era  where  there  was  so  little  self¬ 
esteem  and  so  much  loneliness  and  fear,  into 
joyful  self-discovery;  it  was  frightening  to 
consider  pulling  the  camera  lens  back  and 
putting  our  joy  of  self-discovery  back  into 
the  bigger  context  where  the  very  essence  of 
that  discovery  may  be  challenged  beyond 
one's  capability  to  survive." 

Although  Near  was  a  talented  child  in  a 
supportive,  accepting,  and  seemingly 
"functional”  family,  she  did  not  end  up 
without  internal  demons.  Her  family  never 
doubted  her  exceptional  talent,  and  most  of 
the  time  she  writes  like  she  doesn't  doubt  it 
either.  However,  she  suffers  from  both  the 
perfectionisim  and  the  uniquely  extreme 
bouts  of  self-doubt  that  plague 
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BY  LAURA  DERR 

There  ain't  no  doubt  that  k.d.  lang 
has  become  a  darling  of  the 
lesbian  community  (and  probably 
of  Gays  for  Patsy,  too).  We've  all 
been  starving  for  someone  to  fill 
the  hole  left  after  the  diffusion  of 
the  passionate  outburst  of  song 
when  lesbian  musicians  finally 
found  their  voice  in  the  context  of 
the  women's  movement,  k.d.  has 
the  gift  of  raising  that  passion 
even  when  her  audience  isn't  already  primed 
with  political  fervor.  Or  at  least  some  of  it 
isn't. 

Some  of  us  haven't  forgotten  the  energy 
raised  in  those  halls  before  the  reign  of 
Reagan,  during  which  the  women's 
movement  was  pronounced  dead.  Back  then, 
we  understood  that  oppression  is  a  life-and- 
death  issue,  an  understanding  that  is  being 
rekindled  by  watching  our  country's  deadly 
homophobia  in  its  response  to  the  AIDS 
crisis,  k.d.  lang  has  burst  onto  the  scene  at  a 
historical  crossroads  when  "lesbian"  is  more 
often  associated  with  "lifestyle"  than  with 
"feminism,"  and  when  gay  men  are  being 
radicalized  into  seeing  how  the  joint 
structures  of  capitalism  and  patriarchy  are 
killing  them. 

Lesbians  who  thought  we  could  afford  the 
politics  of  self-fulfillment  are  being  dragged 
into  repoliticizing  ourselves  with  a  new, 
more  complex  vision  of  feminism  that  must 
include  the  widely  diverging  experiences  of 
groups  of  people  who  have  previously  been 
outside  our  gaze.  For  many  of  us,  k.d. 
included,  whatever  vision  of  liberation  we 
have  grown  comfortable  with  will  no  longer 
prove  sufficient. 

Its  very  complexity  requires  that  no  one 
person  can  provide  this  new  vision,  but  k.d. 
lang  is  in  a  uniquely  powerful  position  to 
make  an  inclusive  and  oppression-free 
world  appear  enticing  to  audiences  who 
would  never  show  up  at  a  Holly  Near 
concert.  By  singing  country  music  that 
draws  on  a  range  of  several  other  genres, 
and  through  her  charismatic  stage  presence, 
lang  appeals  to  what  have  traditionally  been 
entirely  disparate  audiences,  pulling  in  sold- 
out  throngs  across  the  continent.  I  suspect 
her  appeal  is  increased,  paradoxically,  by 
her  conviction  to  stand  outside  the 
mainstream.  Her  refusal  to  fit  into  any 
categorizable  musical  style  or  standard 
personal  image  conveys  a  self-assuredness 
and  a  willingness  to  take  risks,  personal 


personal  image  conveys  a  self-assuredness 
and  a  willingness  to  take  risks,  personal 
qualities  that  we  all  probably  long  for  in 
ourselves.  If  she  can  get  away  with  it, 
maybe  we,  too,  can  risk  pursuing  our 
visions. 

Not  that  k.d.  lang’s  vision  has  been 
overtly  political  up  to  this  point.  The  closest 
she  gets  is  in  .two  songs  about  interpersonal 
violence.  She  sings  Joanie  Sommer’s  1962 
hit  “Johnny  Get  Angry”  as  a  comment  on 
the  abusive  perversion  of  exaggerated  sex 
roles,  a  point  that  probably  does  not  get 
across  to  all  her  listeners,  despite  her 
assuming  that  (as  she  mentioned  in  an 
interview  in  the  re-vamped  Ms.  in  July) 
from  "a  woman  who  looks  and  acts  like  me 
it  would  be  pretty  obvious  what  I  felt  about 
it."  She  comes  out  from  behind  that  sarcasm 
in  her  own  more  courageously  honest  song 
about  the  intergenerational  pattern  of  child 
abuse  in  which  she  sings,  "the  rights  of  the 
children/have  nowhere  to  stand."  In  the  fall 
of  1988,  she  joined  one  show  on  the 
Amensty  International  Human  Rights  Now! 
tour.  Her  recent  endorsement  of  People  for 
the  Ethical  Treatment  of  Animals'  "Meat 
Stinks"  campaign  represents  what  I'm 
guessing  will  be  her  increasing  willingness 
to  take  more  political  stands,  lang's  actions 
do  seem  to  be  making  an  impression  on 
mainstream  consciousness.  On  the  Sept.  29 
season  premiere  of  Saturday  Night  Live, 
host  Kyle  McLaughlin  portrayed  lang  in  a 
graphic  and  straight-faced  C&W 
performance  about  the  brutality  of  cattle 
slaughter. 

k.d.  lang  has  always  dropped  political 
hints,  not  the  least  of  which  is  her 
appearance,  as  a  statement  about  her  right 
to  be  accepted  for  who  she  is.  In  the  Ms. 
conversation  with  Leslie  Gore  she  said,  "I 
think  there  is  a  definite  alliance  between 
women  because  we're  an  oppressed  people... 
.  My  personal  fight  against  [being 
manipulated  by  men]  is  not  to  fall  into  the 
social  formularization  of  what  a  women 
should  be."  Her  vision  of  a  world  where 
women,  children,  and  animals  are  no  longer 
exploited  begins  to  emerge.  She  has  yet  to 
include  people  of  color,  but  her  increasing 
exploration  of  jazz  certainly  gives  her  the 
perfect  vehicle  to  do  so. 

k.d.  lang  starts  with  the  assumption  that 
her  off-center  position  is  not  only 
acceptable,  but  actually  exciting, 
empowering,  and  filled  with  all  sorts  of 
creative  possibilities.  From  this 
unapologetic  and  non-defensive  position  of 


creative  possibilities.  From  this 
unapologetic  and  non-defensive  position  of 
strength,  she  invites  the  mainstream  to  join 
her.  She's  not  asking  to  be  assimilated.  She’s 
shifting  the  definition  of  the  terms  about 
where  the  real  action  is  and  who  is  really  on 
the  outside.  The  appearance  of  k.d.  as  a 
model  in  Gap  jeans  ads  this  summer  does 
more  to  destigmatize  the  butch  image  than  a 
thousand  performances  of  “Leaping 
Lesbians." 

It’s  not  only  the  dominant  culture  that's 
being  enticed  into  changing  its  assumptions 
about  what  acceptable  is.  Her  lesbian 
audience  cannot  claim  k.d.  as  exclusively 
ours.  Politically  correct  white  lesbian 
feminism,  though  it  served  a  much-needed 
function  in  the  evolution  of  the  theory  and 

K.D.  LANG  IS  IN  A  UNIQUELY 
POWERFUL  POSITION  TO 
MAKE  AN  INCLUSIVE  AND 
OPPRESSION-FREE  WORLD 
APPEAR  ENTICING  TO 
AUDIENCES  WHO  WOULD 
NEVER  SHOW  UP  AT  A 
HOLLY  NEAR  CONCERT. 

practice  of  liberation,  was  never  sufficiently 
inclusive.  We  still  need  the  community 
affirmation  that  women's  music  concerts 
provide,  but  we  also  need  events  that  affirm 
a  broader  definition  of  community,  a 
definition  that  must  still  include  us.  Because 
k.d.  includes  all  of  her  audience  when  she 
bursts  on  stage  singing,  "I've  got  a  big,  big 
love  for  you,"  we  cannot  help  but 
experience  the  thrill  of  our  common 
humanity,  k.d.  lang  represents  the  hope  not 
only  that  lesbians  can  emerge  from  our 
cultural  ghetto  and  increase  the  complexity 
of  our  vision  without  losing  our  integrity, 
but  that  we  can  make  our  vision  of  an 
oppression-free  world  look  appealing  to  the 
mainstream. 

Largely  it  is  k.d.  lang's  music  that  puts  her 
in  this  powerful  position.  Her  unique 
"country  hybrid,"  as  she  called  it  when 
accepting  her  1990  Grammy  Award  for  Best 
Female  Country  Vocalist  for  her  album 


accepting  her  1990  Grammy  Award  for  Best 
Female  Country  Vocalist  for  her  album 
Absolute  Torch  and  Twang,  draws  most 
heavily  from  jazz  (torch  ballads)  and 
country  (hillbilly  twang),  with  plenty  of 
rock  mixed  in.  It  is  indeed  “fertile  soil,"  as 
she  proclaimed  that  night  in  late  February. 
She  is  well  on  her  way  to  starting  a  new 
musical  genre  —  jazz-country  fusion,  or 
maybe,  jazzabilly. 

k.d.  lang's  voice  is  like  nothing  I've  ever 
heard.  Technically,  her  singing  is  brilliant. 
She  can  command  the  force  of  the 
traditional  country  style  without  any  of  its 
harshness.  Her  range  is  enormous,  going 
from  liquid  pools  of  sound  in  her  deep  alto 
to  riviting  high  notes  without  any  apparant 
break  or  any  loss  of  her  clear  and  rich  tone 
quality.  Her  volume  control  can  go  from  soft 
sensuality  to  overpowering  anguish  in  the 
space  of  a  phrase,  no  matter  where  she  is  in 
her  range,  k.d.  is  equally  at  home  singing  a 
startling  loose  and  sohpisticated  jazz  version 
of  the  Patsy  Cline  standard  “Walking  After 
Midnight”  as  she  is  singing  and  dancing  a 
raucous  rock-n-roll  polka.  Her  heart- 
wrenching  rendition  of  Roy  Orbison's 
“Crying”  frequently  brings  the  house  to  its 
feet. 

k.d.’s  exceptionally  fine  band,  the 
reclines,  is  named  in  honor  of  Patsy  Cline 
who  serves  k.d.  as  a  spiritual  guide.  The 
musicians  are  as  flexible  as  she  is,  moving 
easily  through  mixtures  of  country,  rock, 
jazz  and  Cajun  styles.  They  are  an  integral 
part  of  the  high  energy  of  her  performance, 
hamming  it  up  right  along  with  her  as  she 
harasses  and  dances  around  them.  It’s  a 
pleasure  to  watch  them  all  enjoying  each 
other. 

k.d.  lang's  love  of  experimenting  with 
several  musical  styles  is  in  evidence  on  all 
of  her  four  albums.  The  breadth  and  daring 
of  her  muscial  evolution  has  drawn  in  fans 
of  ’50s  rock-n-roll,  punk,  straight  country 
and  western,  blues,  traditional  folk  and  jazz. 
Fans  who  may  not  love  all  of  her  material 
are  willing  to  stick  around  for  what  does 
speak  to  them. 

Her  first  album,  A  Truly  Western 
Experience  (1984),  recorded  with  the 
original  reclines  and  released  only  in 
Canada  on  an  independent  label,  captures  by 
its  very  lack  of  studio  polish  some  of  the 
enthusiasm  of  her  live  performances.  The 
strands  of  rock  and  country  blues  that  will 
become  intertwined  by  her  fourth  album  are 
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The  budget  cuts  may  only  delay  the 
downgrading  of  the  state’s  bonds,  as 
Standard  and  Poor  has  announced  its 
intention  to  assess  them  as  “junk  bonds” 
should  the  CLT  petition  pass. 

The  failure  of  the  legislature  and  the 
governor’s  office  to  bring  spending  in  line 
with  revenues  for  more  than  a  year  has  led  to 
charges  of  waste  and  mismanagement  in 
state  government.  Barbara  Anderson,  leader 
of  the  CLT  organization,  has  described  the 
tax -cutting  initiative  as  a  means  of  forcing  a 
restructuring  of  government.  And  voters, 
angry  over  legislative  paralysis  in  the  face  of 
declining  revenues  from  a  collapsing  state 
economy,  indicated  a  willingness  in  the 
state’s  primary  to  vote  against  incumbents. 
Media  polls  show  strong  support  for 
Question  3,  though  they  also  indicate  that 
approval  for  the  measure  ijiay.  be  flipping. 

AIDS  service  groups  and  lesbians  and  gay 
men  are  joining  with  other  communities 
likely  to  be  hard-hit  to  mount  a  strong 
campaign  against  the  measure.  At  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Labor  Activists  Network 
(GALLAN)  sponsored  first  meeting  Sept.  26 
of  an  as  yet  unnamed  group  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians  opposing  Question  3,  plans  were 
formulated  to  encourage  lesbians  and  gay 
men  to  vote  against  the  initiative.  The 
organization  intends  to  distribute  gay- 
focused,  anti-CLT  literature  at  bars  and 
community  events,  as  well  as  buy 
advertising  space  encouraging  gay  men  and 
lesbians  to  vote  against  Question  3. 

There  are  several  reasons  why  gay  men 
and  lesbians  should  oppose  CLT,  according 
to  GALLAN’s  Susan  Moir.  A  large  number 
of  community  members  have  jobs  in 
education  and  human  services,  jobs  which 
will  in  all  probability  be  eliminated  if  the 
measure  passes.  As  a  community  with  a 
political  commitment  to  health  care  and 
AIDS  services,  as  well  as  to  a  broad  range  of 
social  services,  lesbians  and  gay  men  need  to 
Continued  on  page  15 
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set  out  here  along  with  the  punk  that  she 
explored  more  on  her  second  album.  The 
sarcasm  is  a  bit  thick  —  "do  you  think  I'm 
mental  in  anguish  over  you"  -  and  the  last 
cut  sounds  like  a  leftover  track  from  a  self- 
conscious  experimental  college  theater 
piece.  But  "Hanky  Panky"  and  "Bopalena” 
make  it  all  worthwhile. 

k.d.  then  landed  a  contract  with  Sire 
Records,  a  division  of  Warner  Brothers,  and 
became  known  in  this  country.  Angel  With  a 
Lariat  (1987)  cranks  up  the  colume  by 
mixing  in  heavy  doses  of  punk  to  many  of 
the  cuts.  She  herself  acknowledged  in  the  St. 
Louis  Riverfront  Times  that  her  flirtation 
with  punk  came  more  from  youthful 
enthusiasm  for  its  energy,  “not  necessarily 
because  I  actually  liked  the  music.”  Despite 
some  wonderful  songs,  the  powerful  magic 
of  her  voice  got  lost  in  the  energetic 
instrumentals  of  ANGEL. 

It  took  Shadowland  (1988),  recorded  with 
studio  muscians  in  Nashville,  for  the  richly- 
developed  artistry  of  her  voice  to  be  at  least 
approximated  on  vinyl.  As  Owen  Bradley, 
who  had  been  Patsy  Cline’s  producer  and 
whom  k.d.  dug  out  of  retirement  to  produce 
this  album,  says  in  the  liner  notes,  "In 
Shadowland,  there  is  an  aura  about  k.d.  lang 
which  lures  the  listener  in  ...  As  a  singer, 
k.d.  is  anything  she  wants  to  be."  This 
album,  the  flowering  of  k.d.’s  love  of 
Palsy’s  lush  country  blues,  brought  in  an 
older  and  more  traditional  (or  nostalgic) 
audience  that  will  probably  stay,  since  this 
muscial  strand  will  surely  remain  in  k.d.'s 
future  work. 

With  Absolute  Torch  and  Twang  (1989), 
she  returned  to  the  reclines  and  to  her  rural 
roots.  Though  the  country  idiom  clearly  runs 
in  her  blood,  the  songs  that  k.d.  wrote  here 
(along  with  her  violinist  Ben  Mink)  are  a  far 
cry  from  Nashville  standards.  The  jazz 
influence  is  more  artfully  integrated,  making 
the  songs  musically  sophisticated,  the  punk 
is  gone,  and  the  rock  is  used  as  a  wonderful 
driving  force  to  carry  the  passion  of  the 
torch  songs.  The  lyrics  are  sparser,  making 
their  layers  of  meaning  and  dense  emotional 
innuendo  all  the  more  powerful.  The 
haunting  lyrics  of  "pullin'  back  the  reins"  - 
"tossed  by  instinct  and  where  we  land  is  vast 
and  certain  of  all  that's  planned"  -  are  more 
reminiscent  of  Ferron's  sense  of  spirituality 
than  the  traditional  country  Christian  take  on 
this  realm. 

k.d.  has  said  in  several  interviews  that 
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her  next  album  will  explore  further  the 
musical  complexity  of  jazz  while  retaining 
country  instrumentation.  She'll  go  into  the 
studio  to  record  it  this  fall.  (This  summer, 
her  record  label  spokespeople  said,  she's 
been  off  on  an  island  enjoying  a  much- 
needed  vacation  after  years  of  touring  and 
recording.  She  has  also  been  using  this  time 
to  write  songs  for  her  new  album.)  There's 
no  scheduled  release  date  yet,  but  it  should 
be  out  sometime  in  the  beginning  of  1991. 
It's  likely  that  this  next  step  in  her  musical 
evolution  will  attract  yet  another  audience. 

Besides  lang's  gorgeous  voice  and 
musical  versatility,  another  source  of  her 
appeal  to  so  many  different  kinds  of  people 
is  her  charismatic  stage  presence.  Katherine 
Dawn  Lang,  who  will  celebrate  her  29lh 
birthday  on  November  2  of  this  year,  was 
raised  on  the  prairie  of  Alberta,  Canada,  in 
the  tiny  town  of  Consort,  IPO  miles  irom 
either  Calgary  or  Edmonton.  On  stage,  she 
manages  to  convey  the  freedom  of  those 
wide  open  spaces  in  the  physical 
exhuberance  of  her  dancing.  She  is  so 
comfortable  in  her  body  —  that  only  holds 
still  long  enough  to  introduce  the  next  song  - 
-  I  would  guess  she's  been  the  star  of  the 
square  dance  floor  since  she  was  five  years 
old.  Her  movements  are  suffused  with  a 
mesmerizing,  fiery  grace,  responding  in 
exquisite  synchrony  with  every  beat,  as  if 
the  music  itself  were  pushing  her  body 
around.  Surely  she  is  describing  herself 
when  she  sings  in  "big  boned  gal,”  "ain't  no 
doubt  she's  a  natural/shakin'  and  a-snakin' 
and  a-breakin'  up  across  the  floor." 

k.d.  lang  is  the  embodiment  of  a  woman 
who  exudes  the  pleasure  she  feels  in  being 
herself,  a  pleasure  that  must  be  shared  to  be 
fully  experienced.  Her  performances  are 
about  the  joy  in  the  communal  experience  of 
creative,  desire.  This  energy  of  desire  for 
creative  expression  and  for  profoundly 
influential  mutual  connection  is  raised 
palpably  between  the  performer  and  her 
audience  —  and  it's  not  just  the  lesbians  who 
are  caught  up  in  the  sexual  charisma  pouring 
off  the  stage.  This  energy  brines  un  our 
deepest  desires  to  be  inspired  and  affirmed 
by  a  self-loving  role  model  —  and  our  pain 
at  not  having  previously  gotten  that 
affirmation. 

This  tension  between  desire  and  pain  is 
felt  most  acutely  by  k.d.'s  lesbian  audience. 
Knowing  that  she  could  provide  at  least 
some  of  this  longed-for  affirmation, 
witnessing  her  silence  about  her  sexuality 
becomes  unbearable.  For  our  own  sakes,  we 
want  her  determination  to  be  herself  to 
include  being  free  of  the  fear  of  oppression 
that  haunts  her.  We  want  her  to  love  herself 
enough  that  she  no  longer  needs  to  hide 
behind  melodrama,  sarcasm,  insecurity,  and 
silence.  This  projected  mixture  of 
admiration  and  demanding  anger  manifests 
in  yelled  comments  like  those  I  heard  yelled 
during  Boston  and  Northampton  concerts, 
"Take  off  your  clothes! "  Beyond  the  level  of 
personal  desires,  I  also  hear  such  comments 
as  metaphors  for  our  increasing  political 
understanding  that  feeding  the  fear  of 
homophobia  by  remaining  silent  is  deadly. 
At  her  show  a  year  ago  in  Boston,  other 
women  yelled  more  directly,  "Why  don't 
you  just  come  out,  k.d.?" 

Someone  said  to  me  recently,  "The 
concept  of  k.d.  not  being  out  doesn't  even 
make  sense."  But  unvelievable  as  it  may  be, 
to  those  people  who  don't  know  the  code  of 
our  culture,  she  just  dresses  weird  and  cuts 
her  hair  unattractively,  'but  it  doesn’t  matter 
'cause  she  sure  can  sing."  The  straight  media 
use  words  like,  "strong,  macho,  assertive, 
androgynous,  iconoclastic,  and  eccentric"  to 
describe  her,  always  amazed  that  she  could 
be  so  comfortable  with  herself.  The  text  of 
the  Gap  jeans  ads  romanticizes  what  to 
much  of  the  world  appears  to  be  the 
eccentricity  of  her  style.  This  dangerous 
endorsement  of  the  illusion  of  separateness 
is  possible  only  if  the  existence  of  the  entire 
lesbian  and  gay  community,  which  provides 
the  context  for  her  supposedly  unique  style, 
is  denied. 

k.d.  lang's  lesbian  audience  is  not  going  to 
be  satisfied  much  longer  with  the  thrill  of 
belonging  to  this  secret  society  that  enables 
us  to  decipher  her  indirect  message  that  Meg 
Christian  said  flat  out  16  years  ago:  "I  know 
you  know."  This  thrill  is  just  the  up-side  of 
the  fear  of  the  oppression  that  has  made  us 
have  to  keep  our  society  secret.  The  other 
message  contained  in  k.d.'s  indirectness  is, 
to  paraphrase  Meg,  "but  1  wouldn't  survive 
if  I  told  you  so."  It's  in  response  to  this 
message  that  I  predict  k.d.  will  get  more  and 
more  frequent  demands  that  she  come  out  of 
her  lifestyle  closet. 

To  her  peril,  k.d.  misses  the  point  if  she 
thinks  her  audience  is  demanding  self¬ 
exposure  out  of  boredom.  We  are  at  a 
historical  moment  when  we  are  all  called 
upon  to  acknowledge  our  interdependence. 
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Callers  Must  Be  18  Years  or  Older 


You  Get  Much  More 
For  Your  Money  From 


MATCH  ©  MATE 

For  that  meaningful  Relationship 


voice  Mail  Box 
1-900-820-8017 

0.75  cts.  per  min.  $1.50  first  min 


Live  Action 
1-900-999-MANN 

0.95  cts.  per  min.  6  2  6  6 

Call  Free  (213)  617-0753 


\v 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
Interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please  note 
that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows. 
We  regret  that  we  cannot  print  every 
submission.  No  phone  calls,  please! 

6  Saturday 

Watertown  ♦  Lesbian  Tennis.  Behind  Marshall’s, 
Arsenal  Mall.  9  am.  Info:  Laura  628-1038. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Italians.  The  Center,  338  Newbury 
St.  8  to  10  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Traditional  New  England 
Contra  and  Square  Dances:  International  Folk 
Dance  Party.  Louise  Brill,  caller.  $5.  First  Church  of 
Jamaica  Plain,  Centre  and  Eliot  Streets.  8  to  1 1  p.m. 
(beginners'  lessons  7:30).  Info:  Janet  S22-22I6,  Phil 
729-9206.  or  Scott  536-20 14. 

7  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  “AIDS  Activism  In  the  I990’s:  Have 
We  Lost  the  War?”  David  E.  Stitt,  ACT  UP. 
Community  Church  of  Boston,  S6S  Boylston  St. 
(Copley  Sq.).  1 1  am.  Info:  266-6710. 

Boston  4  Am  Tikva  Sukkot  Celebration  and 
Potluck  Dinner.  Informal  service  3:30  p.m.  Potluck 
dinner  to  follow  (dairy/veggie).  Location,  info,  potluck 
assignments:  926-2536. 

Dorchester  4  Dorchester  GALA  Monthly 
Potluck.  Jay's  house,  7  p.m.  All  welcome.  Info  and 
directions:  82S-3737. 

9  Tuesday 

Boston  4  Get  Ready  To  Take  Your  Next  Step. 
FCHC's  Living  Well  Series  presents  a  supportive 
workshop  in  celebration  of  National  Coming  Out 
Day.  338  Newbury  St,  Room  203.  6:30  to  8:00  p.m. 
Pre-register  Paul  or  Robb,  267-0900. 
Newton4  LesbianSchool 
Teachers/Administrators  Potluck.  Socializing, 
support,  and  discussion  of  issues.  6:30  p.m.  Info  and 
directions:  323-IS36. 

Cambridge  4  Other  Mothers  (Lesbian  Non- 
Biological  Co-Parents).  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St  7  to  9  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Salem  4  NSGLA  Discussion:  The  Difficulties 
and  Rewards  of  Coming  Out.  Accompanying  film. 
Meier  Hall,  Salem  State  College,  352  Lafayette  St  7 
pm.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  (508)  745-3848 
Newton  4  Healing  Service  for  Those  Affected 
by  AIDS.  Partial  handicap  access;  ASL  interpreted.  St 
Jean's  Church,  253  Watertown  St.  7:30  p.m.  Info: 
Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS  628-7665. 

1 0  Wednesday 

Boston  4  Downtown  Lesbian  Brown  Bag 
Lunch.  1 2:30  p.m.  Info:  Julie  725-3562 
Boston  4  Goals  and  Self-Empowerment.  Setting 
goals  and  keeping  yourself  focused.  Meeting  2  of  6.  $5 
donation  for  series.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St 
Info;  Jay  288-3838 

Boston  4  MGLPC  Monthly  Membership 
Meeting.  (MGLPC  =  Mass.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus.)  6:30  p.m.  Arlington  Street  Church  (use  the 
Boylston  St  entrance). 

Cambridge  4  Lesbians  354-.  Meet  at  Old  Camb. 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8  p.m.  $1.  Info:  661  - 
3633. 

1 1  Thursday 

NATIONAL  COMING  OUT  DAY. 

Worcester  4  “Breaking  Down  Walls  and 
Building  Bridges:  The  Care,  Treatment,  and 
Support  of  Persons  with  a  Minority  Sexual 
Orientation.”  Representatives  from  several  AIDS 
and  health-services  organizations  of  Central  Mass. 
9:30  am.  to  3:30  pm.  Info:  (508)  756-6676. 

Boston  4  Gay  and  Lesbian  Kiss-In.  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace,  or  inside  Quincy  Market  if  rain.  5:30  to 
7.00  p.m.  Sponsored  by  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights  and  Queer  Nation.  Info:  828-3039. 
Boston  4  Wholistic  Health:  A  Way  of  Life: 
"Keeping  the  Balance  with  Food.”  $5.  Boston 
Living  Center,  140  Clarendon  Sc,  7th  fl  6  to  8  p.m. 
Info  and  registration'  267-0900. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Dance  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men, 
and  Friends.  By  New  England  Dance  Movement 
Center.  Three  classes  each  evening;  each  costs  $37 
for  the  sequence  of  four  classes.  At  the  Firehouse 
Arts  Center,  659  Centre  St  Swing,  Foxtrot,  and  Walu, 
Beginner  Level  II,  6:30  to  7:30  p.m.  Country  Western, 
Beginner  Level  I,  7:30  to  8:30  p.m.  Ch a 
Cha/Mambo/Somba,  Beginner  Level  II,  830  to  9:30  p.m. 
Session  2  of  4.  Info:  859-9455. 

Boston  4  Kick-Off  Party  for  OUR  NAMES 
Captains.  A  benefit  for  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center.  7  to  9  p.m.  at  the  new  FCHC  facility,  7 
Haviland  St  Info,  or  to  become  a  captain:  Steve  Huber 
267-0900  x203. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbians  Choosing  Children 
Network.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  7:30  pm. 
Info:  354-8807. 


NDAR 


Arlington  ♦  October  15-17  Sandra  Bernhard  Double 
Feature.  Without  You  I'm  Nothing  and  The  King  of 
Comedy.  Don't  miss  these  great  films.  Playing  at  the  Regent 
Theatre.  7  Medford  Street.  $4.  Call  for  times  and  info  643-1 198. 

Pictured  right:  Sandra  Bernhard  in  Without  You  I'm  Nothing,  1990 
See  review  in  GCN  volume  1 8,  issue  I 


Dorchester  4  Dorchester  GALA  Business 
Meeting.  Terry’s,  7  pm.  Info:  825-3737. 

1 2  Friday 

Belmont  4  Doshie  Powers.  Concert  at  the  Second 
Friday  Coffeehouse,  First  Unitarian  Church,  404 
Concord  Ave.  8  p.m.  Tickets  $6;  students  $5.  Info: 
484-1054. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian/Gay/Bi  Swing  and 
Ballroom  Dance.  Forties  Gala;  costumes 
encouraged.  Music  by  Cheek  to  Cheek. 
Smoke/alcohol-free.  Admission  $5.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  Harvard  Sq.  8:15  p.m.  to  midnight; 
swing  lesson  8:15  to  9:00  p.m.  Info:  661-1792. 

I  3  Saturday 

Cambridge  4  Open  Discussion  on  Coming  Out 
for  Women  of  All  Ages.  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St  1 1  a.m.  to  I  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  4  National  Writers’  Union  First 
Amendment  Reading.  "Outrageous  and 
controversial  works  that  Jesse  Helms  wouldn’t  like.” 
Community  Church,  565  Boylston  (Copley  T).  2  to  4 
pm.  Info:  547-6434. 

Boston  4  Healing  Service  for  Those  Affected 
by  AIDS  See  ad  on  page  9 
Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Singles’  Meeting.  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  7  p.m.  $1. 
Info:  661-3633. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Traditional  New  England 
Contra  and  Square  Dances.  Chris  Ricciotti,  caller. 
$5.  First  Church  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Centre  and  Eliot 
Streets.  8  to  1 1  p.m.  (beginners'  lessons  7:30).  Info: 
Janet  522-2216,  Phil  729-9206,  or  Scott  536-2014. 

1 4  Sunday 

Marblehead  4  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Annual  Auction.  Ten  percent  of  proceeds 
to  be  donated  to  AIDS  Care  North  and  Strongest 
Link.  Info:  (508)  927-2903. 

Boston  4  Gay  Games  Athlete’s  Day  at  Buddies. 

Bring  pictures  or  videos  and  a  favorite  finger  food.  Put 
your  name  on  your  pictures.  2  to  5  p.m.  Info:  Leslie 
Tiffany  734-7337. 

Danvers  4  NSGLA  Annual  Action  See  ad  on 
page  6 

Boston  4  “Meet  the  Candidate”  Fundraiser  for 
Byron  Rushing.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  for  Byron 
Rushing.  Home  of  Barbara  Hoffman,  199  West 
Springfield  St  4  to  7  p.m.  Info:  536-7551 . 

1 5  Monday 

Back  Bay  4  Dance  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men,  and 
Friends.  By  New  England  Dance  Movement  Center. 
Two  classes  each  evening;  each  costs  $30  for  the 
sequence  of  three  classes.  At  U-Mass  Boston,  250 
Stuart  Street,  Room  621.  Salsa  &  Mambo,  Beginner 
Level  I,  7:00  to  8: 1 5  p.m.  Swing  Intensive,  Beginner 
Level  II,  8:15  to  9:30  p.m.  Session  I  of  3.  Info:  859- 
9455. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Partners  and  Ex- 
Partners  of  Incest  Survivors.  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  7:00  to  8:30  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 
Cambridge  4  Gay  and  Lesbian  Academic  Study 
Seminar  at  M.l.T.  Regular  meeting.  7:30  to  9:30 
p.m.  Info  and  location  details:  Ed  547-9487  or  Waveny 
524-9250. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap:  Children?  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St  8  to  10  pm.  Info:  .’•.•'••4-8807. 

1 6  Tuesday 

Boston  4  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston: 
“Suburban  Lesbian  Moms.”  Guest  speakers. 


Lindemann  Ctr.,  2S  Staniford  St,  Revere  Rm.,  2nd 
floor.  Info:  742-7897. 

Cambridge  4  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Obsessions. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:00  to  8:30  p.m. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  4  Tango,  Rhumba,  and  Merengue 
Dance  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men,  and  Friends.  By 
New  England  Dance  Movement  Center.  Beginner, 
Level  I.  YMCA  at  Central  Sq.,  820  Mass.  Ave.  8  to  9 
p.m.  Week  3  of  4;  $37  for  series.  Info:  859-9455. 

1 7  Wednesday 

Boston  4  Goals  and  Self-Empowerment.  Setting 
goals  and  keeping  yourself  focused.  Meeting  3  of  6.  $5 
donation  for  series.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St. 
Info:  Jay  288-3838 

Boston  4  Forum  on  Women’s  Reproductive 
Rights  and  HIV.  Women  and  HIV:  Current  Status; 
Reproductive  Rights  and  Policy  Issues;  Personal 
Perspectives  from  HIV+  Women  on  Reproductive 
Choices.  Sponsored  by  Women’s  Task  Force  of 
Boston  AIDS  Consortium.  Room  G2,  Harvard  School 
of  Public  Health,  677  Huntington  Ave.  7  to  9  pm.  Info: 
432-0885. 

Boston  4  In  Shades  of  Lavender:  A  Celebration 
of  Gay  Male  Poetry  and  Storytelling.  Boston  gay 
writers  present  their  work.  7  p.m.  Children’s 
Resource  Center,  Boston  Public  Library,  Copley 
Square.  Info:  Gay  Reading  Group  825-4240. 

1 8  Thursday 

Brewster  4  Cape  Cod  and  Islands  Coalition  for 
Lesoian  and  Gay  Issues  and  Concerns,  nontmy 
meeting,  third  Thursday  of  each  month.  6:30  p.m. 
Dawes  Hall,  1946  Main  St  (Rt.  6A).  Info:  (508)  362- 
2799. 

Framingham  4  Being  Positively  Gay.  Workshop 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians  outside  of  Boston,  facilitated 
by  two  area  therapists  in  honor  of  National  Coming 
Qut  Day.  Discussion  and  sharing  of  resources.  $2 
donation  Framingham  Civic  League,  214  Concord  St 
7:30  p.m.  Info:  (508)  626-0133. 

1 9  Friday 

South  Dartmouth  4  Rhode  Island  &  S.E.  Mass 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Jewish  Group  Monthly  Oneg. 

A  social  and  potluck  held  the  third  Friday  of  each 
month.  Info:  Debra  (401)  273-4765  or  Fred  (508)  992- 
7927. 

Boston  4  Films  from  the  Margin:  Films  by 
Poets,  Poets  on  Film.  Includes  Un  Oiont  d'Amour  by 
Jean  Genet.  Zero  Marlborough  St.  (at  corner  of 
Marlborough  &  Arlington).  7:30  p.m.  $5.  Info:  578- 
8855. 

Boston  4  Living  in  a  World  With  AIDS: 
“Taking  Charge  of  Your  Health.” 

Discussion/Q&A  dealing  with  how  HIV/AIDS  affects 
the  body;  therapies  and  medical  treatments  available; 
finding  and  working  with  a  healthcare  provider. 
Session  4  of  8  in  series.  186  Mass.  Ave.,  2nd  floor. 
7:30  to  9.00  p.m.  Info:  MCC-Boston  437-0420. 

Sundays 

Boston  4  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoia  Info:  (800)  42BAGLY. 
Boston  4  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbiaa  gay, 
and  bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury 
Street,  rm.  202k.  6pm-7:30  p.m.  Info:  Dave  629-25 1 8 
or  Frank  666-8912 

Beverly  4  North  Shore  Lesbian/Gay  Parenting 
Support  Group.  Meets  1st  Sua  of  each  month.  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church.  225  Cabot  St.  6:30  to  8  p.m. 
Info:  593-5252 

Boston  4  Boston  Healing  Circle.  Metropolitan 
Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30 
p.m.  Info:  731-9584. 

Boston  4  Gay  Narcotics  Anonymous.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Mondays 

Boston  4  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA’s 
and  Friends.  About  100  people  with  AIDS  and  their 
friends  meet  every  Monday  at  AIDS  ACTION  for 
dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m.  AIDS 
ACTION,  131  Clarendon  St.  Info:  437-6200. 
Dorchester  4  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First 
Parish  Church,  Meeting  House  Hill.  Beginners  6:30, 
hardhats  8  p.m. 

Boston  *  coalition  tor  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street  7  p.m.  Info:  776-6956. 

Worcester  4  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A 
support  group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others 
dealing  with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  Info: 
(508)  755-3773. 


Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  4  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Framingham  4  Framingham  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  Group.  People  22  and  under,  meets  1st  and 
3rd  Tuesday  each  month.  Civic  League  Bldg.,  214 
Concord  St  6  to  7:30  p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426, 
S.  Framingham,  MA  01701. 

Boston  4  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays.  2nd  Tuesday  of  the  month.  Harriet 
Tubman  House,  566  Columbus  Ave.  (Mass.  Ave.  & 
Columbus).  6:30  p.m.  Info:  David  424-6989. 

Boston  4  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St  7  pm.  Info:  49-ACT  UP. 
Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+ 
Gay/Bisexual  Men  and  Their  Significant  Others. 
Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305 
Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-3773. 
Arlington  4  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians 
and  Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every 
month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass. 
Ave.  7:15  p.m.  Info:  547-2440  or  (508)  562-5807. 
Boston  4  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 
Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of 
Art,  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  Info: 
266-0628 

Boston  4  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet 
1st  and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Undemann  Center, 
2nd  R  8- 1 0  p.m.  742-7897. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  4  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under. 
35  Bowdoin  St  New  persons’  meeting  6  p.m.;  women 
and  men  meet  separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general 
meeting  7:30  p.m.  523-7363  or  I -800-42BAGLY. 
Worcester  4  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  gay  and  bisexual 
youth  21  and  under.  Meets  first  and  third  Wednesday 
each  month  at  United  Congregational  Church,  6 
Institute  Rd.  7  p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-0005. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are 
in  Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting. 
AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7:30  to 
9  p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-3773. 

Boston  4  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  At  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center,  338  Newbury 
St.  Second  and  fourth  week  of  each  month,  starting 
9/26.  8  pm.  Info:  247-2927. 

Thursdays 

Boston  4  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights.  Meets  every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm 
202K.  338  Newbury  Sc  6:30  to  8  pm.  Info:  828-3039. 
Dorchester  4  Gay  and  Lesbian  Concerns 
Committee  of  SEIU  Local  509.  Meets  2nd  Thurs. 
of  each  month.  At  Union  Office.  5  Howard  Johnson 
Plaza  6:30  pm.  Info:  282-2509. 

Boston  4  ACA  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men,  and 
Bisexuals.  (ACA  =  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.) 
Support  group  for  all  adult  children  of  dysfunctional 
family  systems.  Lindemann  Center,  2nd  floor, 
Winthrop  Room.  Wheelchair  access.  8  pm.  Info:  536- 
2856. 

Boston  4  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.  General  meetings 
2nd  Thursday  of  the  month.  The  Center  rm  202.  338 
Newbury  Sc  8  p.m.  Info:  492-4639. 

Fridays 

Boston  4  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party. 
Come  stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new 
friends.  GCN,  62  Berkeley  Sc  5  p.m.  Info:  426-4469. 
Boston  4  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  The 
Boston  Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  Free.  7  p.m. 
Info:  236-1011 

Brookline  4  “Swingtime.”  Lesbian,  gay  bisexual 
swing  dance  lessons.  First  Friday  of  the  month.  185 
Corey  Rd.  830-9:15.  $4.  Info:  661-1791 

Saturdays 

Boston  4  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan 
Health  Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers 
and  showers  complimentary.  10  am.  Also:  Tues.  1115 
p.m.  at  MHC;  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  Info: 
282-0013. 

Cambridge  4  Single  Mothers’  Support  Group. 
Free  drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate 
Saturdays.  Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  Sc  I  lam- 
1130  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  4  Pink  Flamingos.  For  TV/TS  of  New 
England.  Every  Saturday,  4:00  to  6.00  p.m.  338 
Newbury  Sc,  2nd  fir.  Info:  247-2927. 


k.d.  lang 

Continued  from  page  14 

Ultimately,  k.d.  lang  has  some  kind  of 
responsibility  to  give  back  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  what  has  been  given  to  her: 
the  freedom  of  not  having  to  toe  the  line  of 
femininity  and  still  be  accepted  by  all  kinds 
of  people.  We  would  like  her  to 
acknowledge  that  we  are  surely  included  in 
her  vision  of  an  oppression-free  world. 

Every  one  of  us  is  afraid  of  the  price  of 
being  out,  and  k.d.  is  probably  no  exception. 
She  has  already  had  to  pay  for  her  musical 
idiosyncrasy.  Her  songs  get  very  little 
airplay,  and  the  Nashville  establishment 
didn't  even  nominate  her  at  the  October  1989 
Country  Music  Association  Awards.  But  she 
doesn't  seem  to  be  hurting  at  the  box  office 
or  in  her  recording  contract,  and  she's 
certainly  gotten  her  share  of  prestigious 
music  industry  awards  and  television 
exposure.  The  recent  boycott  of  her  music  by 
several  country  stations  in  livestock-raising 
mid-western  states  due  to  her  PETA 
endorsement  may  give  her  pause  about 
taking  increased  risks,  since  radio  is  where 
the  money  is.  Even  if  k.d.  does  eventually 
come  out  to  a  larger  audience,  her  timing 
may  not  be  in  synch  with  ours.  At  this  point 
she  does  not  seem  to  agree  with  our 
perception  that  being  out  would  not  hurt  her 
career.  Maybe  there's  a  message  for  us  in  her 
song  "it's  me":  ”i  am  giving  just  what  i  can/ 
...might  not  be  all  you  want /  but  it's  all  you 
get." 

Along  with  a  sense  of  outer  security, 
coming  out  also  requires  sufficient  inner 
strength.  Evidence  of  k.d.'s  increased 
emotional  maturity  can  be  traced  from  Angel 
where  she  sings,  "starvin',  i've  got  this 
hunger/  ...well  it's  hard  to  ingest  so  many 
faces/i  get  my  fill,  but  still  those 
passersby/leave  me  empty  on  a  diet  of 
strange  places,"  to  Absolute  where  she  sings, 
"an  emptiness  has  gone/i've  found  this  place 
at  last/and  here  we'll  remain."  Not  only 
would  it  be  fabulous  to  hear  songs  in  which 
she  has  moved  beyond  the  point  of  "equal 
parts  of  wait  and  trust/is  in  control  of  the 
both  of  us"  to  a  place  where  the  trust 


outweighs  the  fearful  waiting  for  the 
inevitable  broken  heart;  but  to  hear  her  sing 
a  satisfied  love  song  explicitly  to  a  woman 
would  fulfill  many  a  dream.  And  while  I'm 
letting  myself  fantasize,  having  Ranch 
Romance  (a  hot  four-woman  western  swing 
band  from  Seattle  that  made  it  as  far  east  as 
Worcester,  Massachusetts  for  the  first  time  in 
August)  back  her  up  on  such  a  song  would 
be  the  ultimate. 

I  suspect  that  part  of  k.d.  lang  is  dying  to 
talk  about  her  off-stage  life  to  the  straight 
world.  She  plays  with  it  by  telling  stories  on 
stage  about  the  man  in  Nashville  being 
confused  about  whether  to  give  her  a  pink  or 
a  blue  flyer  on  how  to  succeed  as  a  country 


singer.  She  is  by  now  expecting  and  clearly 
pleased  by  the  enthusiatic  response  of  the 
women  in  her  audience  to  her  dedication  to 
us  of  her  proud  song  "big-boned  gal." 

In  the  Riverfront  Times  she  said,  "I  don’t 
spend  a  lot  of  time  in  bars  and  I  don't  spend 
a  lot  of  time  dating  cowboys."  As  her  lyrics 
say,  "all  that  hairdo/it  ain’t  me/i  am  showing 
just  what  i  am/  ...no,  i’m  not  an  ordinary 
girl."  In  an  interview  with  Connie  Chung 
taped  last  August  and  recently  re-broadcast 
on  Face  to  Face,  k.d.  is  the  one  who 
volunteered  that  she'd  fallen  in  love.  But 
when  Connie  rudely  or  stupidly  asked  if  k.d. 
were  planning  on  marrying  this  "someone," 
instead  of  saying  something  like,  "That's  an 


option  here  for  two  women?  It's  not  in 
Canada,"  k.d.  deflected  the  question  with, 
'It's  not  important,  a  piece  of  paper  doesn't 
mean  anything  to  me.  Let's  change  the 
subject." 

In  a  July  interview  in  the  record  collector 
magazine  Goldmine,  lang  said,  "I'm 
representing  myself  in  the  most  honest  way 
possible.  I've  been  like  this  for  as  long  as  I 
remember  and  I  think  it  would  be 
detrimental  to  myself  and  to  my  audience  if  I 
were  to  project  something  that  I  didn’t  feel 
comfortable  with.  I  think  for  longevity's  sake 
I  will  be  respected  for  sticking  to  my  guns 
and  not  compromising."  In  a  January 
interview  in  the  Kansas  City  Star  she  said 
she  wouldn't  mind  being  considered  a  self- 
confident  and  independent  female  role 
model.  “I  think  it’s  almost  too  early 
historically  to  see  if  I'm  going  to  have  any 
real  effect.  I  would  like  to  think  so." 

Being  an  internationally-known  performer 
means  being  at  the  nexus  of  powerful  and 
conflicting  currents,  a  position  that  must  be 
simultaneously  thrilling  and  overwhelming, 
k.d.  lang's  personal  behavior  necessarily 
carries  symbolic  meaning  for  the  entire 
culture.  This  is  at  once  an  impossible  burden 
and  an  opportunity  for  healing  on  a  large 
scale.  And  if  we  let  our  minds  wander,  her 
potential  impact  as  a  positive  model  of  an 
appealing  and  self-loving  lesbian  is 
enormous.  In  contradiction  to  the  message 
that  homosexuality  is  sick  or  lurid,  k.d. 
already  indirectly  radiates  that  being  lesbian 
is  a  source  of  nourishment  for  her.  What  a 
powerful  message  it  would  be  if  all  of  her 
audience  understood  that  the  woman  whom 
they  were  including  and  who  was  including 
them  in  this  celebration  of  the  delight  in 
being  alive  was  a  lesbian. 

Laura  Derr's  mother,  who  grew  up  in  West 
Virginia,  claims  she  felt  that  country  music 
was  just  for  hillbillies.  But  Laura  knows  that 
her  predilection  for  country  comes  from  her 
mother's  early  renditions  of  songs  like,  "I've 
got  tears  in  my  ears  from  lyin'  on  my  back  in 
my  bed,  cry  in'  over  you."  Her  mother  of 
course  recognizes  some  of  the  cuts  on 
Shadow  land  from  her  own  youth.  They  have 
a  date  to  go  hear  k.d.  when  she's  back  in 
Boston. 
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LENARY  HIGHLIGHTS: 
BARBARA  SMITH,  Block  lesbian 
(eminist  writer  and  activist. 
Founder  ot  Kitchen  Table. 
Women  of  Color  Press 

DR.  C.T.  VIVIAN,  Civil  Rights 
activist,  aide  to  Dr  Martin  Luther 
King.  Jr..  Chairman  of  the  Board. 
Center  tor  Democratic  Renewal 

KATE  CLINTON,  feminist 
humorist 
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Holiday  Inn  Metrodome 

1500  Washington  Avenue 
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(November  9.  1990) 
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For  more  information, 
please  call 

NGLTF  CREATING  CHANGE 

(202)  332-6483 


or  write: 
CREATING  CHANGE  1990 
1517  U  Street.  N  W 
Washington.  D  C  20009 


Celebrate  The  New  Indigo 

Mapplethorpe's  Women 

Visit  our  beautifully  renovated  space 
where  reproductions  of  Mapplethorpe’s 
photographs  of  women  are  on  display 

Indigo  *  On  Sundays 

For  Women  &  Their  Friends  9-1, Dance  to  D.J.  Linda  Lawrence, 

FFtEE  admission  for  Ihe  rest  of  1990 

Express  Yourself 

Women’s  Talent  Showcase  Oct.  31.  7:30  PM 
See  Newest  Rising  Stars 


THE  CLUB  TOR  WOMEN 

Thurs  4PM  2AM,  Fri  4PM  2AM.  Sat  9PM  2AM.  Sun  9PM  1AM 
8  2  3  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  M  A  617-497-7200 


